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enthusiasts flocked to Lydden last Sunday to see Don 
Githam secure the WD&HO Wills Rallycross title. It does show that 
the sport's prospects are as bleak as they are painted. 


Masg'inilty 


3. “Canads : 
Siva Ramoe 


‘Boon i 
eyery Foue 
"Se Landon’ 


id by David Brockdort Ld, Lo 
Hubbard “Lid, Callywhite La 


E 
 Dronteid,. Shatield 


newspaper 
‘Biroct trom th 
Reprinting in whole 


Ing im AUTOSPORT is forbs 
utmission of the. pubiiaht 


Time to act 


Any attempt to make British racing circuits safer for 
competitors and spectators is welcomed by almost all parties 
in motor sport so long as these measures do not endanger 
the future of the circuits on a financial basis. The new RAC 
regulations. Perhaps it's because accidents Involving fire 
operations. At present the future of a number of British club 
circuits is in doubt for 1973 unless there is a compromise on 
this situation. 

Of all safety aspects, fire precautions at race circuits is 
one topic for which the RAC are frequently issuing new 
regulations. Perhaps it's because accidents involving fire 
and injury are susceptible to gaudy world-wide press 
coverage. Nobody would argue that stringent fire arrange- 
ments are necessary at circuits which hold international race 
meetings, but it is disputable whether similar stringent 
applications are needed for other British circuits which are 
used primarily for national and club championship clas: 
Of course, the life of a clubman is just as important as the 
life of a Grand Prix driver but their significantly different 
types of racing, according to Browning, do not necessarily 
require the same safety precautions. 

In the past years the RAC’s new safety requirements have 
been carried out, sometimes begrudgingly, by circuit owners. 
Spectator amenities get continually pushed back in order of 
priority as more sleepers and fire points are installed. Lydden 
attempted to fight the RAC’s demands last year, without 
success, but now BRSCC's executive director Peter Browning 
has challenged the RAC in the new issue of British Racing 
News. The full points of Browning’s remarks are publish 
in Pit and Paddock, but basically he is calling for a slacken- 
ing of the costly fire requirements at circuits purely used for 
club racing. That would mean certain circuits (such as 
Rufforth, Castle Combe, Llandow, Cadwell Park and Lydden) 
could hold races for the British national formulae, but not 
the International FIA formulae, and as a result, those 
circuits could dispense with the fire points required at such 
circuits as Brands Hatch and Silverstone. Browning discusses 
in more detail points which could contribute to safer racin, 
such as the compulsory wearing of seat belts and of fireproof 
clothing and the limiting of fuel carried by cars in club races, 
ther than having fire fighting points every 200 yards, 
Anyone who challenges the RAC on safety aspects is 
treading on dicy ground, for it is the RAC who have to 
answer the questions in the coroner's court. But Browning's 
Proposal to differentiate between International and club 
circuits seems a sensible compromise if it means that many 
club competitors are otherwise going to be deprived of racing 
on four of the British club circuits, particularly during this 
period of greater participation at ‘club level. For the club 
competitors, more old airfields could be venues for a club's 
members’ meeting with no spectators being allowed to attend, 
if the RAC eliminated the need for many of the safety 
precautions. 

The time has come for the clubmen to speak up. Unless 
they do now they might find themselves at the beginning of 
March without some of the circuits they have raced on for 

ears. It's their racing that's being discussed. Do they want 

e fighting points every 200 yards or do they want to race 
at Rufforth and Cadweil this summer ? It should be as much 
their choice as the RAC’ 


our cover picture 


‘One of the features of British club racing in 1972 has been Formula 
Atlantic, despite early regulation squabbles. Cyd Williams, Atlantic 
runner-up, leads Tom Pryce off the line at Brands. See lan Titchmarsh's 
review, starting on page 18. Pots Pour Burn 
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GPI to invite 
USAC cars 


Grand Prix International have 
embarked on the second project 
to sort out Grand Prix racing 
Following their successful request 
to the CSI to allow F2, FS000, 
G7 and 30 on into World Cham- 
pionship events if the organisers 
cannot fill thelr grids, they have 

that three or four 
cars will be Invited to 
compete in a selected number of 
Grands Prix this year. 

GPI executive director Henri 
Treu has discussed the project at 
length with Dan Gurney, who 
expressed a desire last Novem. 
ber to pitch one of his Eagle 
USAC cars against an Fl carat 
the NOrburgring. Gurney 
naturally enough is very 
Enthusiastic about the prospect. 
Treu also found an ally in Enzo 
Ferrari with whom he discussed 
the project last week, Ferrari Is 
‘a great supporter of the idea to 
get a unified formula for 
‘America and Europe. 

For the spectator the thought 
of the 2.6-litre turbocharged cars 
Riving 800 bhp racing against 
the 480. bhp cars Is obviously 
very exciting however the FL 
Constructors, Ferrari excepted, 
fare unlikely to welcome the idea. 
Already McLaren director Teddy 
Mayer has launc'ed an attack on 


the idea, In the Dally Express 
Inst Monday he said, "Not only 
do. the Indy cars not comply 
with Fl specifieations, it's like 
Facing a Jumbo. jet against a 
night fighter.” 


‘Although the USAC cars have 
a great power advantage they 
will lose out in other | ways. 
Basically they are designed to go 
round oval circu 


have to weigh 
75 kg more than an Fi car. The 


USAC cars will be allowed to 
run with special fuel as they do 
in America. 

No details about which cars 
will be invited or which circuits 
they will go to have been 
announced yet, Dan Gurney will 
obviously be invited and it is 
thought that Parnelli Jones and 
Roger Penske will be invited to 
send cars. 

The NUrburgring is where 
Gurney wanted to hold his chal- 
Tenge. match and this would 
probably be one of the circuits 
Involved. The others which look 
fairly sultable are Paul Ricard, 
Silverstone. and Osterreichring. 
Graham Hilt, the GPI promotional 
and pblicity chief, Is currently 
working on a number of projects 
for promotions this year. At the 
Monaco round table conference 
GPU had the assurance of Ken 
Phil Kerr and Jackie 
Stewart that they would gr 
their co-operation to promotional 
projects. 

The ideas being worked on at 
the moment include informal gala 
balls and garden parties at which 
the public can meet drivers and 
constructors; special pre-event 
displays at which the public can 
meet drivers, see cars and obtain 
autographs ' and 
mobile cinemas touring 
70 mile radius of the circuit in 
the week prior to GP giving free 
Shows and selling’ advance 
tickets, specially prepared cine! 
advertising films for all countries 
in all languages; GP cars on 
special display ‘vehicles with 
banners and public address tour- 
ing the area promoting the event 
during the preceding’ week and 
a series of TV and radio pro- 
grammes tied in with specific 


Vallelunga problems 


There seems to be some doubt 
over whether the CSI. will 
prove the regulations for the 
Vallelunga 6 hr sports car cham- 
plonship race on March 25. The 
Rome AC have indicated that 
only 22 cars will be able to start 
which, with the unreliability 
record of the current GS cars, 
means that there will probably 
be few finishers, 

If the full 
teams fro 
Mirage, Lola 
‘accepted, this could account for 
14 of the 22 cars which means 
that 2-litre and G4 cars will be 
severely restricted. It will also be 
necessary for the circuit, which 
has never held such and event 
before, to construct refuelling 
systems in the pits which so 
far has not been done. When it 
is completed the circuit will then 
have to pass an inspection by the 
CSI and GPDA. 


quota of works 
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BP sponsor ‘| 
F1200 


BP have taken over from Duck: 
hams as the sponsors of the 


Trojan’s 


F5000; 


Tauranac joins 


The announcement of Trojan's 
widely rumoured Formula 5000 
car this week coincides with 
another important move by 
Trojan—to have — ex-Brabham 
director Ron Tauranac to develop 


Ron Tauranac — new post. 


‘The Trojan, which has been 
developed from the McLaren M21 
Formula 2 car, has already been 
tested by Kelth Holland at Sil 
verstone and Goodwood. But it 


Thictty 
NO ADMITTAN 


tad 


is not certain whether Holland 
will order one or will drive a 
works car, Discussions are taking 
place at present on whether to 
run a factory-backed car in both 
the European and US serie: 

The prototype, which uses an 
Alan Smith-tuned Chevrolet VB, 
is the first of a production line 
of 10. Price, ex-factory, Is £5500. 
The conversion work has largely 
been carried out by. Trojan's 
general manager, Bill Meece, and 
Paul Rawlinson the liaison 
designer. 

In his function as development 
consultant, Ron Tauranac is now 
to sort the car. But the Au: 
tralian, who designed the World 
Championship-winning cars of 
Jack Brabham and Denny Hulme 


fone. “1 only came in last Fri- 
day,"" he commented on this week, 
‘and I'm having a look over 
the place today.” Tauranac ws 
‘observed in close company with 
Lotus and Frank Willlams during 
1972, but dismissed all pos 
bilities of further) work "with 
these two teams, 

Trojan's 
Peter Ags, 
first things to do following ot 
break with McLaren was to get 
design and development sorted 
for the new Formula 5000. And 
what better way to do this than 
have Ron join us?” 

ane 


The new F5000 Trojan based on the F2 McLaren M21. 


F1200 ‘championship this year. 
‘The series will be called the 
Super Visco. Formula 1200 


National Championship and with 
the recently revised regulations 


allowing 1300 cc engines is 
expected to be very healthy. 
‘Continuing their excellent 


policy of letting all competitors 
have a share of the sponsorship 
money, the 750 MC have decided 
‘again to use the support as a 
refund on entry fees rather than 
as prize money. All competing 
cars will be required to carry 
decals in the colours of BP and 
bearing the full mame of the 
championship. 

Further details from 750 MC 
general secretary Dave Bradley, 
16 Woodstock Road, Witney, 
‘Oxon (tel: Witney 2285), 


Tarmac championship again 


‘The Tarmac British Racing Cham- 
pionship w 

year in the same format as in 
1972. The championship is open 
to competitors in International 
or International Open races in 
Britain during the year. Points 
will be scored on a 9-6-4-3-2-1 
basis for the first six places. Only 
drivers from Britain and the 
Commonwealth who hold RAC 
licences will be eligible. If a 
foreign driver finishes in the first 
six the points will not be 
awarded. A further two points 


will be awarded for the driver or 
drivers setting fastest lap. The 
‘overall winner, the British Motor 
Racing Champion, will receive 
£2000. 

After a quiet start in 1972 the 
championship hotted up towards 
the end of the year when Roger 
Williamson had a chance of 
catching Frank Gardner, Both 
contestants moved into different 
classes of racing in order to win 
the title but Gardner just kept 
his advantage. Ladbrokes will be 
running a book on the champion- 
ship this year. 
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Club circuits threatened 
by new RAC fire rules 


‘A major confrontation between 
BRSCC’s executive director Pever 
Browning and RAC Motor Sport's 
deputy director Basil Tye (who 
issues circuit track licences on 
bebalf of the RAC), is brewing 
over fire requirements at club 
circuits in 1973, 

In the current British Racing 
News, Browning states how the 
RAC ‘are not prepared to issue 
& track licence for temporary 
olrcuit and that almost the same 
safety and fire fighting standards 
for “International” circuits must 
now be applied for all other 
tracks. “With motor racing 
thriving at club level as a par- 
ticipation sport, we cannot afford 
to lose any of our tracks,” says 
Browning, but he does feel there 
Is too much motor racing open 
to the public, Browning empha- 
‘sises that the club circuits need 
not have such stringent safety 
requirements. 


jeryone agrees that 
club driver is just 
3 a Grand Prix 


as important 
1 


star, but Browning does not f 

langers are comparabl 
1, therefore, that there 
is room for compromise and thus 
some relaxation on the RAC's 


New fire regs 


Browning states that it is the 
fire fighting area, where Basil 
Tye at the RAC Motor Sport 
Division is demanding too expen- 
sive aspects for club  cirouits. 
“At Rufforth, for ‘our 
Northern centre have now gt 
to provide fighting points 
Is around. the cir- 
8 10 points with 
requirements of 


the” minimum 
four extinguishers per point co: 
Ing £110 per installation. That's 
@ total of £1,100 for extinguishers 
alone, and, on top of this, must 

the ‘cost of building, and 


pounts 
fated Browning, 
RAC’s Basil Tye states that 
‘one has got to put oneself in 
the position of having to attend 
the coroner's inquest and of hav- 
ing to answer for the safety 
‘measures that were applied to 
the circuit,” 

However Browning argues that 
“we can never achieve the 
ultimate in safety and thus I 
feel we must all accept certain 
compromises. 


think it 4s 


petitors wear flameproof overalls 
—at the moment drivers are only 
recommended to do so. Secondly, 
I feel that there is now sufficient 
evidence and public opinion to 
make the wearing of seat belts 
‘compulsory—after all they are 
compulsory for single seaters, 
why not for saloons and sports 
cars? These new rules are far 
more likely to impress the 
coroner in my opinion than the 
fact that fire fighting points 
were established at 200° yard 
intervals around the circuit. 
“Thirdly, and most important, 
I feel that all safety measures 
and fire fighting facilities should 
be relative to the type of 
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vehicle and, in particular, to the 
amount of fuel it is carrying. I 
know that you can have a pretty 
horrific fire with only a couple 
of gallons but it is surely ridicu- 
lous to demand the same fire 
fighting services for an 80 mph 
GI car carrying three gallons of 
fuel and a 160 mph Grand Prix 
car with 50 gallons on board. 
When you land at Biggin Hill 
you don't expect to find the 
same fire fighting services avail- 
able as at Heathrow because you 
don't land Jumbo jets there.” 


Compromise needed 


In summing up, Browning 
states “as a compromise I feel 
that we should consider a limita. 
tion on the class of cars that can 
race at club circuits, exch 

the international formulae and 
restrict club circuits to. club 
formulae. This would be no hard- 
ship to most organisers, It would 


safety precautions are carried out, 
and of course, there is Lydden 
again—will they be prepared to 
carry out more safety. precau- 
tions, after last year's squabbling? 


Browning's challenge 


In recent years, great steps 
forward. have been. taken in 
safety features at circuits, 


marshalling and in marshals’ 
rescue units, for which the RAC 
are trying to establish a separa- 
tion association from the RAC, 
to look after and co-ordinate the 
safety vehicles. With the RAC’s 
need for 200 yard fire fighting 
points, comes another question 
of obtaining enough competent 
marshals to operate the extin- 
gulshers and to man the extra 
posts. 

The RAC do have a difficult 
task of laying down safety 
requirements, but when it means 
closing down at least four of 


Typical characteristics of Cadwell Park, a cireult threatened with closure. 


control lap speeds and possibly 
some relaxations could be made 
in ‘safety requirements. I also 
feel that consideration should be 
given to limiting the maximum 
amount of fuel carried to, say, 
three gallons at these club cir- 
cults with distances kept 
down to an appropriate length. 
‘This would reduce the fire risk 
and again it would cause no 
hardship to competitors. 


Circuits threatened 
BRSCC's special interest is in 
their northern irfield circuit, 
Rufforth. If the new fire fighting 
requirements are enforced, Ruf- 
forth would probably have to 
close down. Croft has this winter 
spent at least £6,000 on fire 
fighting improvements to the 
circuit, money which could be 
better’ spent on improving the 
amenities to attract more spec- 
ators there. Cadwell Park are 
not prepared to meet the new 
safety requirements and will run 
the circuit just for motor cycl- 
ing. Liandow is another circuit 
which at present doesn't hold a 
track licence for 1973 until these 


our “club” circuits, Peter Brown: 
ing feels the time has come for 
someone to challenge the RAC's 
Present policies. And at present. 
who can challenge Basil Tye 
The Race Committee appointed by 
the RAC aren't even allowed to. 

Browning concludes that “if 
the three proposals previously 


mentioned, were to allow club 
circuits to reduce their commit- 
ment on fire fighting facilities by 
even one-third then that alone 
would go a very long way to 
keep Rufforth, and other circuits, 
in business 


@ BRSCC's executive director 
Peter Browning recently announ- 
‘ced his engagement to Elizabeth 
Oliver. 

© The Clubman's Register 
announced this week that the 
drivers agreement not to wu: 

slicks in the formula has been 
lifted with immediate effect. 

© ‘Nigel Stovin-Bradford, who 
campaigned a Gl Hillman Aven- 
ger GT last year, will run a 
Hillman Hunter GLS in both 
the Britax and Castrol champion- 
ship this year, sponsored by Shell- 
sport. 


Matich wins 


The fifth round of the Tasman 


series took place at Surfers 
Paradise, Queensland, Australia, 
on Sunday. The first of the 


Australian races was won by the 
all-Aussie combination of Frank 
Matich in his own Matich-Repeo 


Matich — first Tasman win. 


A60. Averaging 102.85 mph over 
the 100 miles, he finished just 
over 30 5 ahead of reigning 
champion “and current ser 
leader Graham McRae in his own 
STP McRae GMI, Just 73s be- 
hind McRae was Max Stewart in 
hhis new Lola T330. 

Series newcomer John Walk 
in another Matich-Repco was 
fourth, 6.5 § ahead of Sam 
Posey’s Surtees TSI1, New Zea- 
land GP winner John McCor- 
mack finished sixth one lap 
down while former champion 
Graeme Lawrence, making his 
comeback ‘race after his nasty 
accident last year, was seventh 
with his new Surtees TS15. F2 
car. The ultra reliable Noritake 
Takahara in his BT36 was eighth. 
Both Steve Thompson and Alan 
Rollinson retired. Matich set 
fastest lap at 68.0 s, 105.8 mph. 


White at Chevron 


Grahame White's new job has at 
last been announced—he is to 
become director of sales and 
publicity for Chevron Cars, Gra- 
hame, who started the new job 
last ‘week, will be based in 
London and at Chevron’s Bolton 
factory, 


White — director 


of sales and 
publicity for Chevron, 


White resigned as secretary 
and general manager of the BARC 
at the end of last year following 
disagreements with the council. 
In his new role he will be 
directly responsible to Chevron's 
joint managing director, Derek 
Bennett and John Bridges. 


Amon talks 


with 


Chris Amon—Tecno Involvement. 


From Italy comes news of a sur- 
prising situation in the always 
mystery-enshrouded Tecno For: 
mula I team, Their new Formula 1 
car has been the subject of many 
Tumours, but the Italian press 
has now revealed that in. fact 


two" separate designs and 
designers are involved. Continu: 
ing the trend in which Italian 
constructors are calling upon 
British abilities in the chassis 
leld (the Ferrari chassis beini 


constructed in Northampton hav 


The Martini-Tecno team, spon: 
sored by Martini and under the 
management of David Yorke, is 
the official Tecno Fl effort and 
Martini, unimpressed with 1972s 
cars and results, turned to Britain 
for thelr 1973 car, According to 
the Italian press they went to a 
man called Sowell; this turns 
out 10 be 35-y 
Fowell who has re 
his own design company, Goral 
Fowell first entered the automo: 
bile field with the Gitane, a 
prototype I-litre of the early 
1960s which was the first 
British rear-engined GT, and 
since then has designed ‘hydro- 
static transmissions, dumper: 
industrial trucks and waste dis 
posal systems, and has many 
Patents to his credit. 

‘The monocoque for this car 
is now being constructed by: 
surprise, surprise—John Thomp- 


Tecno 


in Earls Barton, Northamp. 
ton: he's the man’ responsible 
for the “British” Ferrari. The 
chassis is scheduled to be ready 
for the Spanish Grand Prix. 

‘Meanwhile Tecno boss Luciano 
Pederzani was not too happy at 
the way his 1973 car was being 
taken out of his hands, and so 
he employed New Zealander Alan 
McCall as a full-time designer at 
his factory in Bologna to produce 
a rival chassis. Ex-McLaren man 
McCall was responsible for the 
Tui, which in Formula 2 form 
raced successfully last year. The 
situation seems to be that the 
two cars will compete against 
each other, as far as pre-race test: 
ing goes at Ie 

‘As far as drivers are concerned, 
is no secret that both Martini 
nd. Pederzani have been talking 
to Chris Amon, who is still with: 
out a Formula 1 drive since his 
split. with March last month, 

Tecno have also approached 
Tim Schenken, who might be 
able to drive for them until the 
Rondel Motul FI car is ready 
towards the end of the year, 
although he would prefer to stay 
with Ford power and Goodyear 
tyres. 

However, stories of a split 
between the Pederzani brothers, 
who have run Tecno between 
them for so long, are apparently 
wide of the mark. Luciano, the 
elder, directs the company’ and 
is actively concerned in the 
engine design side, while Gian- 
franco, younger, is still 
involved although he ‘intends to 

ss time at the factory 


2 Formula 1 engine— 
the successful aspect of 
last year's car—has been further 
developed over the winter, as 
has also a flat-8 2-litre version 
built up from a blown-up 12. 

Also on the drawing board is 
a ‘flat-8 34litre mill, the Type 
3008, which will be running in 
the early spring and is envisaged 
as a replacement for the 12 in 
the new Fi car. 


Dave Charlton's Lotus 72D on the way to an easy win in the second 
round of the South African Championship at Kyalami. 


= 


Players back 
the big F3 
Championship 


Players have finally announced 
that they will be sponsoring the 
major British F3 Championship 
this year instead of Shell 

The series will be known as 
the John Player Formula ‘Three 
Championship and will feature 
Teast a dozen international races 
in Britain and Europe. 12 dates 
have so far been finalised and 
it is expected that a couple more 
will be added during the year. 

Each race will carry a £2,000 
prize and travel fund with a 
further £200 from each UK round 
contributed towards a year's-end 
championship prize fund. Total 
awards currently stand at 
£26,400 with a final figure of 
£30,000 already in sight. 

‘Championship points will be 
awarded on the basis 20-15-12-10: 
5-6-4-3-2-1 for the first 10 places 
in each race. All rounds will 
count towards the championship. 
There will be double points, but 
not double money, in the ‘final 
round. The end of season prize 
fund will be shared out at the 
rate of €2.50 per point scored in 
the British rounds. 

‘Championship 
petitors will be, pl 
do not have to"be carried. 

‘The prize money and 


travel 
expenses scale for entrants cros- 
sing the channel only will be as 


follows: 30 starters (no heats) 
£200 for first down to €20 for 
30th. For 30 starters in two 


heats and a final it will again 
be £200 to £20 with an additional 
£25, €25, £15 and €10 being paid 
for the first four in each heat. 

For 20 starters in two heats 
and a final the final finishers will 
be paid €200 to €20 for the 20 
finishers with £10 being paid to 
each heat winner and £10 to each 
additional starter. 

Travel money for competitors 
having to cross the channel will 
be £50 per car for 10. £42 for 
12 and ‘€33 for 15. This scale 
means that everyone who starts 

final will always receive 
wast £20 even if he only moves 
a matter of inches. 


The confirmed dates for the 
championship are: Silverstone, 
April 8; Oulton Park, April 20; 
Mallory’ Park, April 23; Ouiton 
Park, May 28; Monaco, June 3; 

wal Ricard, July 1; Silverstone, 
July 14; Brands Hatch, July 29; 
Brands “Hatch, September 30; 
Oulton Park, October 6: Mallory 
Park, October 14 and Brands 
Hatch, October 21. 


© ‘South African Formula Ford 
driver Roy Klomfass recently 
arrived in Britain, to set about 
plans to contest Formula Ford 
Facing in this country. Klomfass 
established some notable perform- 
ances in the 1972 South African 
Sunshine series with a Lotus 69, 
finishing third in the final classi- 
fication behind Tony Brise and 
Tan Scheckter. 

Klomfass will be driving a new 
Royale in British Formula Ford 
races. 


Rondel withdraw 
from Mallory 


In a surprise announcement on 
Monday, Rondel Racing announ- 
ced that they would not be going 
to the opening round of the 
European F2 Championship at 
Mallory Park. Although not one 
of the 12 basic events it is the 
first F2 event of the year and 
the first of the optional race 
The statement read," After 
giving the situation much thought 
Rondel Racing decided that the 
team's overall objectives for the 
jon would be better serv 
by a period of further intensive 
testing.” So instead of going to 
Mallory, Rondel will be on. their 
way back from two days testing 
at Paul Ricard, which will be 
carried out in ‘conjunction with 
Goodyear, whom they are contrac- 
«] ted to for a second year. 
All five drivers, Tim Schenken, 
Jody Bob Wollek, 
Henri Pescarolo’ and Jean-Pierre 
Jaussaud are expected to be at 
the French cireuit on March 5/6, 
Scheckter flying back from the 
South African GP, Three or four 
of their new Motul MIs will be 
taken to the circuit 
‘The statement went on to say: 
Naturally Rondel regret that 
they will not be able to run at 
Mallory Park particularly as it 
Is the Radio Luxembourg. Trophy 


race, and Luxembourg are one 
of thelr sponsors. Radio Luxem- 
bourg appreciate the 
and feel that both 
Interests are betted serve 
adopting the present course of 
action.” 

This means that the first 


appearance of the five-car works 
team will be at Hockenheim on 
April 8. Rondel confirmed this 
week that there will be no 
replacement for Johnny 
in the non-French team, 


Fl Ensign 
team confident 
of entries 


Following a story in the Daily 
Mirror last week stating that 
Ensign would be unable to get 


any entries in Grand Prix this 
year because of their lack of 
experience, Mo Nunn told us at 


the beginning of this week that 
the story was completely un- 
founded and that he did not en« 
visage any problems with entries 
for Rikki von Opel. 

‘Work on the car is progressing 
well and the first monocoque is 
expected to be delivered this 
‘week. Nunn hopes to move into 
hhis new factory in the next week 
or two and an all-out effort is 
being made to have the car 
ready to take to South Africa. If 
there are delays then Mo says 
that the car will make its début 
at the Race of Champions. A 
great deal of interest is being 
taken in the project, not only by 
motor racing people as TV in the 
Midlands have worked out that 
“# will be the first Fl car to be 
built in the Midlands since 1912. 
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VATMAN 


SAVE £450 ON YOUR NEW LOTUS COMPONENT CAR PURCHASED BEFORE 31st MARCH, 1973 
DELIVERY EX STOCK 


242/254 SPROWSTON ROAD, NORWICH. TEL (0603) 42512 


FOLEY PARK MOTORS 


The nd Leading 


Sprint and Europa kits for early di 
Buy now before the tax concession for component cars ends 
‘on arrival of VAT. 


STOURPORT ROAD 
KIDDERMINSTER, WORCS 


TEL: KIDDERMINSTER 64061 


‘The FIA YEAR BOOK — the world’s 
leading and most authoritative motor 
sporting reference book — is published 
‘on February 12. indispensable to all 
enthusiasts, competitors and off 

itis always a sell-out wit! 

please place your order NOW, using the 
‘coupon below. Here are just some of the 
contents 


Rules and regulations 


you are involved in international motoring sport 
{a9 an entrant, competitor of official, clear and 


LUCAS CARS 
IN SCOTLAND 


For details of component cars available before VAT, 
consult the experts 


SPORTS-TUNE MOTOR COMPANY LTD 


Edinburgh 
Tel.: Port Seton 711/2 


Driver pictures 


If you want to know what any one of 155 t 
“rivers looks like, the FIA YEAR BOOK 
{ail sRow you, There are ilustrated biographical 
Setaila of the 35 drivers wno are graded for 1873, 
plus photos of another 120 of tho most suc 
ing today, Besides thi 
river 
the 197 
Championships 


Circuits and hill-climbs 


Up-to-date knowledge of the regulations is essential 


‘The FIA YEAR BOOK contains the fulltexts ofthe. 
International Sporting Code (including 

sndices H and J). the official FIA 
‘Championship regulations. the current 
homologation list and the latest safety criteria for 
motor racing courses. 


Car pictures 
‘The FIA YEAR BOOK caters for the armchair 
enthusiast as well as ihe professional. The car 
Pictur section has nearly 100 shots of the 
1ading competition cars — trom Abarth to Tul — 
srith potted specifications, There ie particularly 
‘coverage of last season's Grand Prix 
Contenders, with technical information and ets of 
‘rivers, plus a separate section on the top 
rally cars of the year. 


Calendar and diary 


Besides the international Sporting Calendarto tell 

Yeu ehat's happening. where and when. the 
1A YEAR BOOK gives youthe name, address and 

telephone number of the organisers of each event, 


record at Ai, how to g 
how ong the ruin 

telephone number of Zolder ~~ buy the FIA YEAR| 
BOOK 


The price is £2.20 — not bad value 


th 
254 photog: ings —alll 
to the usual ket-book page 
silos pags 


Patrick Stephens Limited 


Ely Place, London ECIN 6SQ. To! 01-405 2297 


PatrickStephens Limited, 
9 Bly Place, 


‘Your leading bookseller 


wile Reweekc-epagelayout ofthe calendercan Please rush memy. 


be used as adiary. Additionally, there'sa separate 
rally fixture list, plus detailed 1972 FIA 
Championship results and full lists of previous 
winners over the years. 
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the 1973 FIA YEAR 
Jenciose my remittance of 
£2.20, plus 14p postage. 


First Brazilian GP 


Brazil's first World Champion- 
ship race is due to take place at 
Interlagos, near Sao Paulo, this 
Sunday. After his Argentine GP 
win, and in front of his own 
Very patriotic crowd, Emerson 
Fittipaldi must start favourite 

‘The field that lines up for 
this, the second of this year's 15 
World Championship rounds, is 
identical to the opening round 
with the addition of Luiz Bueno 
In the Surtees TS9B which James 
Hunt will drive in the Race of 
Champions. It will be Bueno's 
second ever Fl drive. 

With the exception of the UOP 
and Martini teams, 1973 regulars 
will include Fittipaldi and 
son (IPSs), Cevert and Ste 
(Tyrrells), " Regazzoni, Belt 
and Lauda (BRMs), Hulme 
(MeLarens 

(Surtees), 


‘and 
Hallwood 
Tekx and 


Revson 
and Pace 


Merzario (Ferraris), Jarier and 
Beuttler (Marches), Ganley and 
Galli (Iso-Marlboros), and Wilson 
Fittipaldi and Reutemann (Brab- 
hams). 

‘The race is being sponsored by 
TV Globo, Souza Cruz (who make 
Hollywood cigarettes and are big 
motor racing sponsors in Brazil), 
the Peixato de Castro oll com: 
pany, IBM of Brazil and Sao 
Paulo’s tourist office. 

‘Security arrangements on the 
five-mile track are apparently 
very comprehensive. The organ- 
isers have lined up 200 marshals, 
and there will be 140 firemen, 
400 policemen and a further 200 
traffic marshals. The organisers 
also have on hand two big 
chemical riot control guns in 
case of emergencies 

‘Woe-betide the winner if he's 
not South American! 


Brands GP 
circuit test day 


For the first time ever Brands 
Hatch Is opening the Grand Prix 
circuit on a Sunday for general 
practice and testing by cars and 
motorcycles. 

"The 2.65:mile circuit will be 
available on February 25 because 
this year’s racing programme 
features less than normal use of 
the long track 

‘There will be three separate 
sessions each of which must be 
booked in advance on a non- 
cancellation basis. 

‘The first for motorcycles, will 
be from 9 am to 10.30 am, From 
11.30 am to 1 pm the track will 
be available for saloons and 


sports cars at a cost of £6. The 

whole afternoon, 

to 4.30 pm, will be 

‘single-seaters at £12 
Booking: 


from 1.30 pm 
left for 


‘accompanied by the 


Hatch Circuit 
near Dartford, Kent, DA3_8NG, 
or to the BRSCC, Empire House, 
Chiswick High Road, London, W4 


New McLaren tests 


The new Formula 1 McLaren 
M23 proved | ighly successful in 
its first testing session at Good. 
‘wood last week, driven by Denny 
Hulme. The new McLaren, which 
will be officially announced with 
the team's sponsor Yardley a 
week on Friday, apparently 
lapped at least half a second 
quicker than the fastest time 
achieved with McLaren's current 
Formula 1 car, the M19C, And 
that was on its first outing. The 
M23 is expected to make its 
debut in the South African Grand 
Prix, at Kyalami, on March 4, 
where the team’ will run (wo 
Ml9s as well for Hulme, Pete 
Revson and Jody Scheckter. 


© Starting work at Edenbridge last 
Monday was former BARC Com: 
petition Secretary John Wickham. 
He takes over from Peter Briggs 
the management of the Matchbox 
Team Surtees Formula 2 team. 
Jochen Mass will lead the non: 
graded attack in a new TSI5 
hoping to Inherit the title from 
Surtees number one driver Mike 
Hailwood. Hailwood and hi 

fellow Surtees Fl driver will 
appear in the team when their 
respective Gulf Mirage and 
Ferrari sports car drives permit. 


Henton buys 
F3 GRD 


Brian Henton, the 25-year-old 


Derby driver, will be doing a full 
season of Formula 3 this year 
with a new GRD 373, Henton, 
FY champion in 1971 and second 
in the FSV championship last 
year, made the move because, 


Brian Henton—"“ going to win.” 


“In Britain no one takes 
notice of Super 


to win 
Championship.” 

Henton has bought two Holbay 
engines from Roger Williamson 
“Roger has given me an enor- 
mous amount of help over the 
past couple of months. With his 
knowledge behind me I intend to 
be one of the front runners in 
F3 from the drop of the flag for 
the first race.” 

Henton Is financing th 
himself (and 


of going 
places it will have "Brian ‘He 
ton racing for Brian Henton” 
painted on the side. 
@ ‘Belgian FF ‘driver Patrick 
Neve will be contesting the STP 
FF Championship this year with 
 Shellsport entered Mer! 
Mk 24. Neve has been one of the 
Jim Russell Racing Drivers’ 
School best pupils in the last 
couple of years and was run by 
them last year in a number of 
FF. rounds at 
‘one of which he 


Penske drops 
F5000 plans 


It seems likely that Roger 
Penske will not after all be run- 
ning an American Motors-powered 
Lola for Mark Donohue in this 
year's L&M Formula 5000 series, 
The recent garage fire which ds 


Seem to be the reason for the 
cancellation, 


But Penske has not yet con: 
firmed the 5000 cancellation. 
Instead, the announcement came 
from American Motors brass, who 
stated that a corporate decision 
‘been made to concentrate on 
thelr NASCAR programme with 
an AM Matador. Donohue won 
the opening championship rac 
at Riverside a couple of weeks 
go in this car. 

Penske has recently made some 
uncomplimentary remarks about 
USAC's politics in the American 
motoring pr ‘Apparently 
USAC was beginning to. bring. 
pressure on the licence status of 


both Penske and Donohue if they 
were to campaign the SCCA 
F500 series in preference to the 


USAC championship trail 
Whatever the reason, the loss 
of the car in the 
Undoubtedly ups 
ning, for he hi 
the F500 Lola durin, 
part of January and early Feb- 
ruary, and then shelve the whole 
project to concentrate on CanAm, 
NASCAR and USAC efforts. 


CATCHPOLE 


DID You READ ABOUT THESE 
SHELLSPORT CELEBRITY 
RACES THE SPIDER HAS. 


DREAMED UP? ~ITSA 
GREAT IDEA, THE DRIVERS 
WHOCOME. FIRST AND 
SECOND IN. 


(= ‘A GLORIOUS MEXICO PUNCH 


EACH RACE ALLGET TOGETHER 
INTHE LASTRACEOF THE DAY, 


‘TUST THINK MAD DOG ,\F YOU 
HAD A GOOD SEASON THIS YEAR 
YOUCOULD WRITE OFF TWENTY, 
FAVE FORD MEXICOS. 
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BRIEFLY . . . 


© Prospective spectators for the 
GKN-Daily Express Silver Jubilee 
International Trophy meeting on 
April 8 should rummage through 
their attics and try and find a 
copy of the programme for the 
first ever International Trophy 
meeting on August 20, 1949. 
Holders of these programmes 
should then send t em to Silve 


will receive two free grandstand 


a 
stamped addressed envelope. Th 
offer is only available until 
March 31. 

‘The address to send the pro- 
gramme to is the Circuit 
Manager, Silverstone Circuit, 
Silverstone, near Towcester 
Northants, NNI2- BTN. 
© John Roberts has acquired Bi 
Wilks’ Lotus 16 for this year 
JCB Historic Championship and 
‘other historic races. Roberts cam- 
Paigned his Cooper-Bristol Mk I 
exhuberantly in this year's JC& 
Series, the Cooper-Bristol_ which 
‘was recently described in AUro- 
SPonT, and this car has new 
been sold to Pet 
Van Ros:em has also purchased 
@ Jaguar D from America 

It seems that this year's JCB 
series will be abundant with 
‘Maserati 250Fs. In add':ion to the 


cars for Nell Corner and Willie 
Green, it ts suggested that Alan 
Cottam, previous of Connaught 
fame, will drive a 250F from the 


to his collection, 


© Promising French F3 driver 
Christian Ethuin, who has shown 
up well in a number of events 
in the past couple of years with 
‘a Tecno and a Narval, will be 
teaming up with F2/F3 pilot Jean 


Max to run a couple of Martinis 


F3 this year. The cars. will 
be sponsored by Motul and 
Defence Mondiale, a French 
insurance company. 

The cars, which will use 
Vegantune engines, will be run 
by former F3 drivers Patrice 
Compain and Henri de Chaunac 
and be entered under the name 
Oreca. They will contest. the 
French and Players champion- 
ships. 


© STP are to continue to support 
Graham McRae in his F500 ven- 
tures in 1973. The partnership 
which started in the Tasman 
series last year has been 
extremely successful, securing 
last year's down-under title, then 
taking the L&M series 

America and now leading 
Tasman series again in McRae's 
bid for his third Tasman crown, 

‘Vince Granatelli, Andy's son, 
announced that STP also hope 
to use McRae in their Indian- 
apolis testing programme when 
he Is not busy in this year's 
L&M series. 

STP will also continue to back 
stock car king Richard Petty in 
his efforts to clinch his fifth 
NASCAR ¢ ampionship. Last year 
Petty, driving an STP-Plymouth 
and ‘Dodge, won an already 
unprecedented fourth champion 
ship. This year the STP-Petty 
organisation will field a Dodge 
in the early races. 


© There are 
issued by MCD to their 
championships. The 
championship should be known 
as the British Oxygen Golden 
Helmet Formula Ford Champion- 
in the Shelisport 
Clubman’s Championship, which 

17 scheduled rounds, the 
drivers will only count their best 
15 scores. It was originally stated 
that all rounds would count. 


two corrections 


© Carl Hogan, one of the major 
American F5000 entrants, will be 
entering his 

330s in the first three rounds 
of the Rothmans 
plonship. The 
sponsored by 
the same pair of driver 
Hobbs and Brett Lunger, will be 


© Silverstone Circuits have again 
made the club circuit available 
training day on 
February 25. The training will be 
organised by the British Motor 
Racing Marshals’ 
junction with Silverstone Circuits 
and the BRDC. 

The course, which ds intended 
Improve | the 
‘marshalling and act 
course for regular marshi 
cover theoretical and. practical 
work with lectures in the mom- 
ing and circuit’ work 


pec 
shalling will be covered in 
two separate courses, one for 

1nd one general. The day 


for a marshals 


Club in con- 


© Former Firestone employee 
Mike Wilds will. be having his 
first full professional motor 
racing season this year in 
Formula 3. With continued sup- 
port from Dempster Devel: 
‘opment, who started to sponsor 
him in the middle of last 
year, he will have a brand new 
Ensign LNF3/73 to contest. all 
the major championships  whil 
his old Ensign will be updated 
and kept as a spare, The car will 
use Holbay engines. The support 
from Dempsters comes from the 
directors Colin Phillips and 
Sidney Pearce who are involved 
in property development while 
they are joined by Jack Calvill 
@ retired builder and property 
‘owner who used to race 500 cc 
F3 cars, It was Calvill who sup- 
ported Wilds with the March 
7138 which he used to make his 
debut in F3 last year. 

‘The Ensigns will be looked 
after by Colin Bennett, one of 
the most experienced mechanics 
in F3, who formerly worked for 
Emerson Fittipaldi at Lotus, 
building his famous F2 Lotus 


© We regret to report the death, 
following a car crash 
of John Bather. He 
known as chief mechanic for 
Chevron in thelr successful F2 
ind F3. years with Reine Wisell 
and then with Vie Elford in sports 
cars 

In 1970 he started John Bather 
Engineering with Natalie Good- 
win, specialising in race and rally 
preparation. 

AvrosvorT sends its sympathies 
to his wife Eveline and young 
son Robert. 


Unfortunately, due to pi 


included it this week for those who 


is schedules, we were unable to include Alan Phillips’ lap chart of the Argentine GP 
to keep their GP records up to date. 


in last week's (asus, We have 
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an 


DAYTONA 


Porsche spring 
a surprise 


Story and pictures by JEFF HUTCHINSON 


The new Porsche Carrera 911 scored a model competition début victory at Daytona Beach, 
Florida, last weekend when Peter Gregg/Hurley Haywood scored a fine victory. They finished 
22 laps ahead of the Ferrari Daytona of Milt Mintner/Frangols Migault after 24-hr of racing 
run under clear cool skies. The S-litre prototype challenge was dead by half distance after 
early race leaders Mike Hailwood/John Watson fell out with broken rear suspension on thelr 
V8 Gulf-Mirage M6. They were trying to make up for a 2 br stop to replace a broken clutch 
release bearing, the same fault having put out team mates Derek Bell/Howden Ganley who 
stopped with the same trouble in thelr similar car for the second time. 

These delays let the lone Matra MS670 of Francols Cevert/Jean Plerre Beltolse/Henri 
Pescarolo take up the challenge for the lead, but after running steadily throughout it was out 
after 9 hr when the engine broke while Cevert was driving. The unsorted Gitanes Lola-DFV- 
T282 of Reine Wisell/Jean-Louls Lafosse/Hughes de Fierlant put up a brave fight to last a 
‘similar distance before It finally dropped out with ignition troubles aggravated by an 
inoperative alternator, After half distance it was the two semi-works Carreras of Gregg and 
the Penske entered car of Mat 
Folimer Jed until dawn when a piston 
to carry on to an unchallenged vietory in which 
106.274 mph. 


Donohue/George Follmer that dominated the race. Donohue/ 
saving Gregg/Haywood 


roke and the car was retired, 
sy covered 2,55 


the season had begun even easier. 


ENTRY the people of Daytona Beach, were left 
The entry Tor the 12th annual Dayrona 24 with two Guif-Mirages, lone Matra. and the 


Hour sports car race was poor. As the open:  Gitanes-sponsored Lola T282. Of the older 


ing round of this year's World Championship Porsche 908s, the Lufthansa-sponsored 908/3 
Of Makes it attracted only four of the latest of Reinhold JUst was a familiar 3-litre race 
Silitre prototypes. while two older Porsche entry, unlike the locally entered 908/2 also 
908 variants made up the rest of the miser- running. Also entered in the Group 5 class 
able sports car field. Notable absentees were, and of special interest, were a pair of the 
Of course, Ferrari and Alfa Romeo, the lat new Porsche Carreras not yet homolo- 


gated for the GT category. With four Ferrari 
Daytonas, that just about covered the list 
of likely’ winners of this race. Other strong 
funners which would undoubtedly be well up 
when the flag fell was one of the several 


not ready and the former not willing to st 
the ‘season with a full 24-hr race after 
had been changed back from the 6-hr event 
of last year. Very low start money simply 
made the decision to sacrifice points before 


Shock winner : The Peter Gregg/Hurley Haywood Porsche Carrera. 


Manufacturers® 
ship/round 1 


Champion- 


Corvettes entered or a whole bunch of Porsche 
911s including the European championship 
Kremer car being shared by John F 
Gulf’s heavy American involvement assured 
organisers of the JW-prepared Gulf 
Mirage ‘MGs, and as announced a couple of 
weeks ago they brought two V8 Cosworth 
powered cars used during 1972 and the new, 
Unraced, bur much tested V12_ Weslake 
powered car 
Since last year, considerable effort has been 
made to lighten’ the cars, primarily by the 
production of lighter body panels and the use 
notably in the coil springs, This 
jt 100° Ib on last year's cars, the 
ipping the scales at scrutineering at 
1,580 Ib, while the V12 showed 1,637 Ib 
because of its heavier e1 This last figure 
was virtually identical to that of the Matra 
Other than a lin longer wheelbase and other 
minor detail changes the VI2_ chassis is 
identical to that of the V8, the three chassis 
present being numbers 01/2/3 while 04/5 are 
being completed at present. Other changes 
Include slight body reshaping to decrease drag 
4 per cent 
tunately the tale of the V12 at this 
race was a sad one, for after a lot of testing 
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before leaving for America all thoughts of 
using this engine for this race had to be aban- 
doned after pre-race testing at Daytona. The 
severe 41 deg banking of the Daytona speed- 
way brought up an unforseen problem with the 
gearbox. Oil pump location and the centri- 
fugal effect of the long bankings were starving 
the main pinion bearing of oil and as a result 
the team lost four boxes in under 1,000 km 
of testing, so when a specially tapped feed 
ine to the problem bearing failed to do any 
good it was decided to run the two VB cars. 
Drivers Derek Bell and Howden Ganley moved 
from the V12 to the chassis 0/1 and John 
Watson/Mike Hailwood stayed in their newer 
02 chassis, 

Francois Cevert/Henri Pescarolo/Jean-Plerre 
Beltoise were on hand to crew the single 
Matra entry which had probably the best 
chance to finish out of the 3-litre prototypes 
Officially their car was identical to the 670 
which Pescarolo used at Le Mans last year. 
The Vi2 Matra engine was de-tuned by 
fitting a rev limiter and longer inlet trumpets, 
which increased torque but limited revs to 
und 460/70 bhp. It produced about the 
same power as the Mirage V12 engine. For 
the 1,000 km races Matra will of course be 
using’ their “sprint” engines as used in FI 
cars, these now giving over 500 bhp. 

Looking very attractive was the new Lola 
7282, making its racing début in the hands 


of Jean-Louis Lafosse, Reine Wisell and 
Hughes de Fierlant. This car had only had a 
few laps practice before leaving for Americ 


the team expecting a very fraught weekend 
with their new car. They had to keep the 
testing down to a minimum as well, for they 
had no spare engine available for this race. 

Last minute arrival was the familiar 
Porsche 908/3 of Reinhold JOst which he was 
sharing with Mario Casoni and Paul 
Blancpain, The car got stuck in the hold of 
the cargo ship at Jacksonville and only 
arrived in time for the second day of practice. 
His car was in its usual blue/orange colours 
‘and other than a winter rebuild and engine 
build it was the same as last year. The loc 
Porsche 908/2 entered was the Harry Bytzek/ 
Bert Kuehne car entered by owner Bytzek 
from Canada. It was an old car which could 
be well up at the finish if the faster cars 
failed to keep going. 


entered by Roger Pen 
Mark Donohue/George ‘and Peter 
Gregg/Hurley Haywood respectively. The 
Sunoco/Penske car was of course the 


Follmer 


The Ferrari Daytonas of Migault/Mintner (leading) and Ballot-Lena/Andruet lap in close company. 


favourite and the Penske mechanics turned 
out the car in its usual immaculate form, 
this car running Goodyear radial tyres. Based 
on the prototype first seen at the Austrian 
1000-km last year, this production version 
looks very similar to the normal 911 but. for 
a large lip on the rear of the body, and deep 
front skirt, while it features a 2.9-litre fuel- 
injected engine as opposed to the usual 2. 
litre motor, modified suspension and powerful 
Porsche 917 brakes. Power output is said to 
be around 310 bhp compared with the 285 bhp 
put out by the top 2.Sdlitre cars. Prior to 
Collecting their semi-works however, 
Penske tried a 24-hour test at Paul Ricard and 
the engine broke (although it was the Tour 
de Corse car). 

if it did then it would be well up for 
certain, as would the other car. Other Group 
5 entries which could also be well up if they 
kept running were the 2-litre sports cars of 
which there were two Chevron B19s entered 
for Bill Barber/Charlie Kemp and. Hugh 
Kleinpetter/James Gammon/Tom Shelton. 
Both cars were fitted with 1800 cc Cosworth 
‘engines, the former de-tuned by changing the 
camshaft, valve caps and seats to prevent the 
valve closing trouble that normally occurrs 
when trying to run a standard FVC in a long 
distance event. Also running was an older 
Chevron B16 of Bobby Fisher/Tom Gloy fitted 
with a standard 1800 Cosworth engine. 


Unfortunately there were no European 2-litre 
cars this year to fill out the depleted 
prototype class. 

As usual this race attracted a huge GT 
entry for which the four immaculately 
prepared Ferrari Daytonas entered by the 
North American Racing Team were strong 
favourities. These were to be driven by son 


of owner, Luigi Chinetti/Bob Grossman, 
Monte’ winner Jean-Claude  Andruet/Claude 
Ballot-Lena, Merzario/Jean-Pierre 


Mintner. The 
Goodyears 

like the Penske car, these special tyres using 

only half the tread’ depth of road tyres. 

Their main opposition came from the wo 
John Greenwood-entered7-litre Goodrich 
sponsored Corvettes of John Greenwood/Bob 
Jobnson and Ron Grable/Don Yenko, Other 
‘quick similar Corvettes were driven by Tony 
De Lorenzo/Mo Carter and Jerry Thompson/ 
Mike Murray/Ike Knupp. A host of 2.5-litre 
Porsche 9118s filled the GT category the 
quickest being the familiar yellow/green car 
of Erwin Kremer's which he was sharing with 
‘usual co-driver John Fitzpatrick aided by Paul 
Keller. 

In all around 60 cars were entered, of 
which 50 would be lucky to get a ride after 
practice despite the generous 140 per cent 
qualifying time allowed, 


Haitwood’s Mirage (s pressed by Cevert's Matra in the early stages. 


PRACTICE 


Practice was scheduled for Shr daylight and 
2hr night on Thursday and Friday, the 6hr 
of daylight practice counting for tines. That's 
the way it was scheduted, but Florida, “The 
‘Sunshine State" proved to be otherwise and 
for all but 90 min of the time practice it 
poured with rain. After many cars had been 
caught out by the rain and been unable to 
qualify it was decided to run a further 2hr 

session on race morning 
Despite having been practising for most of 
the previous week, Gulf seemed far from 
ready when it came to Thursday's practice 
They tried the V12 in the morning after 
carrying out the gearbox modification (and 
changing the engine after the original had 
proved very difficult to start) but after a 
few laps it came into the pits with the oil 
temperature gauge (specially fitted to the 
gearbox) reading 160 degrees and the box 
About to seize. Without wasting further time 
team manager John Horsman decided to con- 
centrate on both the V8 cars, although these 
too were far from trouble free. The box on 
the training car failed after 1000 km for 
imilar reasons to the V12. The team were 
‘also having a great deal of trouble with thelr 
new lightweight body panels which were 
far too soft and bending under high speed. 
A lot of time was wasted while all these had 
to be strengthened in suitable places. Watson 
had been doing most of the V8 testing before 
Thursday and had got under the record of 
1m 44.22 s set by the Ferraris last year 
with a best of 1m 43.80 s, On Thursday 
afternoon Hallwood managed a 1 m 48.9 5 
In one flying lap before the rain started to 
fall and found himself quickest of the day. 
Gulf deciding to retire to the garage and 
ready for the more serious 


affairs of Friday, 

Matra splashed around for a few wet laps 
and did not break 1m 80's while the Lola 
4id not go out until the night practice when 
after a few laps the rear wing buckled up. 
‘The same thing had happened at Ricard test 
ing and it, seemed as though the one central 
support added was not enough, so two more 
were hurriedly made up. 

Matra changed the engine on Thursday 


night and af shakedown on Friday morn- 
Ing all the cars were ready for serious pole 
chasing on Friday afternoon, all but J0s 


‘andthe Hailwood/Watson car that is. JOst 
went out for a few exploratory laps In the 
‘morning and after three laps the car suddenly 
burst Into flame when leaking fuel in the 
cockpit ignited. Fortunately it was in a slow 
turn and JOst jumped out unharmed, but the 
cockpit area was seriously damaged and it 
was not until late evening that enough of 
the car had been rewired and patched up to 
get_it running again, 

‘The No 2 Mirage’s demise was not so 
dramatic. When mechanics warmed up the 
engine for the afternoon session the oil pres- 
sure disappeared after the pump belt had 
broken trying to shift the cold oil. This belt, 

it the front of the engine, means the 
must come out before it can be 


Mirage and Cevert in the Matra. It was dry 
but threatening rain, so both drivers went 
out on qualifying “gum ball” tyres, the 
Mirage on Firestone (the same as used by 
Regazzoni in Argentina) and Cevert on similar 
Goodyear rubber. Bell hauled in and got by 
Cevert. around the banking, the Mirage 
seemingly much quicker. This dice carried 
fn for several laps, Bell never getting a clear 
flier and finally calling it a day with a best 
of 1 m 45.51 s which was enough to earn 
him pole. “On the banking I could feel the 
car slowing as the body touched the tyres, 
but I had to try and get in at least one fast 

lap.” he said afterward 
Cevert returned to the pits with the front 
right tyre chunking as the heat build-up on 
the banking had proved too great, The car 
was changed to harder tyres on which 
Pescarolo could not improve. Beltoise did not 
even bother to go out. Ganley’s car was having 
a bigger radiator fitted when the heavens 
‘and the rain poured down, so that 
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Donohue’s Porsche Carrera leads Heinz’s Corvette, and assorted American machinery. 


‘was practice. Wisell had only managed a few 
fying laps to determine that the front springs 
were far too hard, the car not surprisingly 
taking fourth fastest time behind Hallwood's 
Thursday time despite only a handful of laps. 

‘The only other excitement of the rather 
boring practice sessions was when Mintner 
spun; his Daytona kissed the banking wall 
and jost its bonnet in the process. The car 
suffered only minor damage, however, and 
was soon repaired for the face. Meanwhile 
the day before Ferrari men had replaced two 
blown engines (one a valve problem, the 
other piston) in just 4 hr. 

Saturday morning saw both the JW cars 
out for final adjustments, while the Matra 
4id not appear and surprisingly nor did 
Lola which was starting the race after very 
few. laps and. very much. unsorted. After 
hard night's work the J0st mechanics got 
their Porsche 908 looking a lot more ready 
for a 24 hr race and all three drivers qualified 
the car without any further problems. But 
they were still obliged to start at the back 
of the grid, as.were the other six cars which 
also managed to get below the minimum 
qualifying time of 2 m 19.05 

‘The first eight rows of the 83 car final grid 
lined up as follows 


After the rains of practice it was a big 
relief to see brighter clear skies, although 
they were accompanied by high winds and 
a 15 degree drop in temperature. At 3 pm 
the cars were all safely led away for the 
customary pace lap, and when ehe big Pontiac 
pulled off and che green light shone suspen- 
ded above the banking the cars were racing. 
As the cars turned left into the twisty flat 
infield section between the bankings it was 
Bell leading Hailwood and the Matra, but 
nobody seemed too keen to turn the taps 
on as’ Bell's engine faltered and he set a 
slow pace along. the straight 

Hailwood put his foot the rest of the way 
down and shot by Bell to take the lead for 
the first lap. The next time round he was 
followed by the Matra of Cevert. Wisell 


also went by in the Lola next ume round 
and then it became obvious that Bell was 
ot just taking It easy. The engine was nat 
pulling properly above 9000 rpm, but despite 
this he was still easily able to keep ahead of 
the rest of the opposition, the de Lorenzo/ 
Carter Corvette holding a strong fifth ahead 
of the Grege Carrera and the Heinz Corvette. 

It did not seem like a race, as everybody 
changed gear nice and early and showed little 
aggravaticn when they got baulked by slower 
cars. The Matra seemed happy to” shadow 
Hailwood while Bell retook Wisell who was 
not happy with the way the Lola was handling. 

‘The leading car lapped in a conservative 
1 m 556 5 per lap. The only car that seemed 
to" be really driven hard was that. of 
‘Arthur Merzario, who was determined to 
enjoy himself whatever happened and he 
Grove with his customary verve, providing the 
only chance of oppasite lock pictures—for 
the time being at least, 

“The Bytzek/Kuhne Porsche 908 was an early 
disappointment for jt was. in the pits after 
just two laps to have a faulty wheel seen 
to and from then on it made frequent stops 
for various reasons and never really featured, 
The Kleinpeter Chevron spent a long time 
in the pits on lap 19 with gearbox trouble 
and was also out of the running and getting 
Worse. Joining him in the pits on the same 
lap was the Donahue Carrera, fortunately with 
nothing more than an outof-balance tyre 
which was changed. The Goodyear radials 
Were apparently far more difficult to balance 

race tyre. He was 

Jap bebind, 

‘The first real drama came arsund the hour 
mark when Wisell slowed for a few laps and 
was passed by JOst before he rushed into the 
pits to report the Lola was cutting out 
Lafosse took over after more fuel was added 
and he continued at a steady pace but was 
Soon back in the pits to throw out a loose seat 
cover on the passenger side. More drama came 
not long afterwards when the alternator pulley 
broke off and no spare was available, so as 


darkness approached things did not look too 
encouraging for the Lola, it still 
could not be discounted. The Gregg/Haywood 


Carrera was being driven in great style 
and was halding fifth spot. 

Hailwood and then Cevert made their first 
stops fer fuel in almost identical time: 
So that when Cevert rejoined from a lead 
lasting one lap he was back to around 30 8 
in arrears, Mike opening the gap. Bell was 
not so fortunate, however. for his stop took 
5m. while a loose alternator mounting 
bracket was tightened and the clutch adjus- 
ted, The Gulf-Mirage team were ready for 
cluich/transmission problems, but at the next 
Stop 75 m later it was a broken metering 
uni coupling that caused the problem and 
15 m were lost for a plug change after 
covering that the engine had gone on full 
lean, the reason for its severe misfire. The 
clutch had to be readjusted and as darkness 
fell the team readied for a major repair job 
which came-shartly before 7 pm when Ganley 
brought the car in to have the clutch thrust 
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bearing replaced. This lost a further 1h 4 m 
and put it well out of contention for the 
time being at least. 

While JW men sweated over the Bell/Ganley 
car they were no doubt praying that the 
other car would keep out of trouble. Watson 
had taken over shortly before and despice 
‘@ sagging nose which had to be braced 
In the centre all seemed to be working well 
‘The car made almost trouble free stops and 
led the race for most of the time, its biggest 
deficit being just over half a lap when 
Watsun went out after the nose repairs. He 
soon hauled in Beltoise and got the car ahead 
again by the end of his first stint. After a 
little over 3h and 100 laps racing Watson 
led the Matra by just 4.2 s. J0st/Casoni/ 
Blancpain were driving a steady race and 
looked strong in third place. They were six 
laps behind the leaders bue a lap ahead, and 
pulling away from, the still strongly driven 
Grege/Haywood Carrera. That in turn was 
only just clear of the similar Donohue/ 
Follmer car, the Penske pit keeping the 
drivers ‘informed by radio as were several 
of the pits in this race, 


‘A punctured right-front tyre and then two 
new rear tyre changes delayed the quick de 
Lorenzo/Carter Corvette, but it was never the 
Jess running a strong sixth place shortly 
before the 4h mark when it stopped our on 
the back straight and was abandoned. This 
let the Merzario/Jarier car into sixth place. 
‘These two, only separated by a few minutes, 
Jed the other NART-Daytonas throughout. 
The Heinz/McLure Corvette split, the second 
and ‘third placed Daytonas in the Group 4 
class, 


The cat and mouse “battle” for the lead 
carried on until 189 laps (just over 5 hours’ 
racing) when the Matra moved ahead perman- 
ently. Hailwood brought his leading Mirage 
in for a “scheduled clutch rebuild like its 
sister car, Hailwood having been pulling out 
10 5 a lap on Pescarolo before his stop. It 
‘was a casually driven Matra which continued 
in a comfortable lead, the car stopping soon 
wards for fresh tyres, driver and. bi 
pads. Cevert continued at a pace only a little 
quicker than the Porsche Carrers 


J0st’s Porsche ran into trouble at the same 
time as Hailwood, and instead of inheriting 
second place it crawled into the pits with a 
leaking ‘bag tank where it stayed for over 
90 m while the offending tank was discon- 
nected and the car run on the remaining 
tanks, But by this time it was well down 
the fleld and dicing for the tail-end honours 
with the Bell/Ganley Mirage, as would Hail- 
wood and) Watson when their car was 
finished. 

‘The big excitement of the race at that st 
was ‘the battle between the two Ca 
which were now holding second and third 
Places, albeit 12 laps behind the Matra as 
they passed the stationary Hailwood car. 
Donohive managed to get ahead for a brief 
spell when the Gregg car was black flagged 
for a faulty headlight, but when the Penske 
car stopped for fuel Gregg went ahead again, 
only nine laps behind the Matra after its 
leisurely pit stop for tyres and pads. 

Merzario/Jarier were still going strong in 
their Daytona holding a two-lap lead over 
the Heinz/McLure Corvette. In sixth and 
seventh place a farther two laps down, the 
Ballot-Lena/Andruet and Mintner/Migault 
Ferraris were closely matched with» the 
Fitzpatrick/Kremer Porsche, which was 
waiting to pounce and leading the “ normal” 
9118 section of the entry. 

By one third distance the leading car had 
complete! 240 laps at an average of 114 
‘mph, while Cevert took things very easy; the 
Carrera battle was as strong as ever, Gregg/ 
Haywood having the edge on speed with 
their racing tyres compared with the Penske 
car's radials. However, slower pit work and 
bad luck with broken’ headlights resulted in 
the cars rarely being more than a lap apart. 

Hailwood/Watson got going after 2h 15 m, 
but by chat time they had slipped from the 
position sheets—although Hailwood was far 
from giving up. Unfortunately the wrong 
gears had gone back into the box after che 
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Reine Wisell had a troubled outing in the new Lola. 


repairs and he was losing time having to 
lift on the banking. By. midnight things 
were starting to look settled and the Matra 
‘was still sounding beautiful. Sunday was not 
their day, for within 10m. the Matra 

ihad ended When Cevert rolled to 
@ stop with a connecting rod sticking out 
the ‘side of the block. At 9500 rpm it had 
suddenly let go. Bell was back in the pits 
shortly before this time with the same prob- 
fem as before, so with little point in the 
team carrying out its second clutch repair the 
car was pushed away and hopes rested with 
the caprble Hailwood/Watson combo, 


With half way atill not yet reached, we 
were loft with Donohue and Gregg holding 
the first two places in their faultless Carreras. 
‘The Minter Daytona temporarily led Merzario 
after rear brake troubles had delayed the 
Italian. By half distance it was still Donohue 
ahead after Gregg/Haywood had more light 
trouble and a long pad change, The gap wai 
two Japs although the second placed car was 
closing. Merzario was 18 laps behind, back 
in third spot, while Minter/Migault had 
dropped a couple of laps to fourth and were 
being hard pushed by the Heinz/McLure 
Corvette on the same lap, 


Still only five laps behind after » trouble 
free run was the Fitzpatrick/Kremer Porsche 
‘911 having its own private battle with the 
similar car of Stone/Jennings/Downs four 
laps clear of the Chinetti/Grossman Ferrari 
Daytona, slowest of the Daytonas. But it 
was then third after the Andruet/Ballot-Lena 
car stopped out on the rack after crashing 
on to the first banking, the car taking a 
severe bend in the passenger side of the 
chassis. 


40st called it a day when he lost gears 
with his Porsche, while Wisell made the frst 
Of several stops ‘with a severe misfire which 
could not be traced and eventually caused the 
car's retirement after a very brave effort 
from all three of its drivers. A sticking throttle 
cable had caused earlier delays. 

‘Things remained fairly static for the next 
couple of hours, the Mirage slowly getting 
back into things with some fast, steady 
driving from Watson. But then around 5 am 
things started to happen again. Attention 
was drawn to the lead dice when Donohue 
pitted with a three-quarter tap lead over 
Gregg and after changing two right tyres 
and refuelling Follmer continued. A lap later 
‘an ominous trail of smoke spelt trouble and 
after two more laps Follmer came back to 
the pits where the engine coughed out an 
enormous cloud of smoke that hid the car 
for a few moments. Then came the expected 
news that the car was out of the race with a 
holed piston after leading for around five 
hours. 

A big dice for what was now second place 
was also decided at this time when Heinz/ 
‘MeLure took their Corvette by the Daytona of 
Merzarfo/Jarier who were also passed soon 
afterwards by team-mates Minter/Migault. 
Fears of the engines blowing on these 
Ferraris, as two had done in practice, were 
apparently unfounded. 

Hailwood took over the Mirage from Wat- 
son after a five minute stop which put the 
car in 1ith place and still with a chance. 


SITAMES, 


But then a few minutes later the right rear 
Suspension broke and the front body section 
blew off on the exit of the fast west banking. 
Hallwood spun out of the race at around 
180 mph, wearing all the rubber of the tyres 
and thinking, “All my birthdays had come 


By the time dawn broke it was obvious 
that Merzario was in serious trouble, for he 
was caught by the Porsches of Fitzpatrick 
and Stone. These two repeated the earlier 
dice of the Carreras for most of the night, 
Stone leading Fitz/Kremer by less than a lap 
for most of the time, Merzario’s Ferrari. wi 
Out of the running with a broken clutch, 
With less than half the field still running only 
the leading Carrera in the prototype class— 
and still 8 h to go things were looking too 
ood for a close finish, 


‘The Gregg/Haywood car increased its 22 
laps lead when the second place car made an 
unscheduled stop to have its engine checked, 
which put it down to third just behind the 
Minter/Migault Ferrari, ‘The two dicing 
Porsches suddenly fell in favour of the Stone 
car when Kremer brought his Porsche in 
for a regular stop. This stretched for several 
laps when 18 m were lost changing a front 
brake caliper, this dropping him back to 
seventh place with only 20 cars still running. 
By 9 am the figure was down to 17 cars. 
‘The Corvette was back in fourth place 
more brief but unscheduled stops to char 
tyres. As the morning wore on the main talk 
centred around a large crack’ in the leading 
car's windscreen and the speculation whether 
it would be brought in to change it, but with 
35 Japs in hand over the Ferrari it was not 
too dramatic anyway. The crowd got their 
excitement at 1045 am when Gregg pitted 
fand the screen was changed, the car recon- 


tinuing after 8 m 10s only. 


‘The final hours of the race passed without 
faultless 

-/Migault, 
the Heinz/McLure car coming home. six. la 
down after stops to secure a loose convertible 
roof top. The Stone/Jennings Porsche 9115 
scored a well deserved fourth just a couple 
of laps clear of the Chinetti/Grossman car 
which had moved. ahead of Fitzpatrick/ 
Kremer during their long stop with caliper 
troubles 

Despite the lack of 3-litre involvement it 
was only the final few hours that lacked any 
interest. The Carcera’s win was a model of 
well-run long distance’ racing which the 
record Daytona crowd seemed to appreciate 
as the flag came out at 3 pm Sunday after- 
noon. 
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ARCTIC RALLY 


Story and pictures by IAN SADLER 


Victory to Makinen after rally-long battle 


‘The original “Flying Finn"—Timo Makinen 


‘The Tunturiralli, which gets as name from 
the bleak tundra’ hills above the tree line 
‘started traditionally from Rovaneimi, situated 
in northern Finland just five miles’ south of 
the Arctic Circle, Included as the first round 
of the European Rally Championship for 
drivers, but not counting for the Finnish 
Championship, the Arctic Rally attracted an 
entry of 51 ‘cars of which 43 competitors 
wade it to the start at noon on Friday the 
2nd. This year there were no British entries, 
to the late appearance 

sgulations, and very few Swedes. In 
fact. the only household-name driver was 
‘Timo Makinen who paced his rally very effec 
tively, opening up his lead én the second 
half with the Escort only going off-song for 
the Inst three or four stages. The brilliant 
young 22-year-old, Markku Alen, starting at 
number 38 took the lead over the first few 
to be taken by Makinen before fight- 


13th special 
way rest the rally wound 
its way up through the north towards the 
top of Norway, near its border with Russia. 
Included in this section was the notorious 
winding road up from Inari to Sevettijarvi and 
beyond, run both ways with a 2-hr halt at 
the top before heading back down. Makinen 
ulled well back here and by the 7-hr half-way 
rest halt was 13 s ahead and never again 
to lose the lead. 

Non-starters Included Paull Toivonen and 
Ensio Mikander when the four Polski Fists 
entered failed to turn up, having i 
time to re-prepare the cars after the Monte 
Carlo Rally. Hannu Mikkola also missed the 
rally, his new Volvo not prepared in time. 
Two’ Finnish-entered Renault’ 12  Gordinis 
appeared for Pentti Airikkala and Asukas 
Jukka, Airikkala driving to a well deserved 
third place with Jukka lasting 25 stages 
before the transmission broke. Leo Kinnunen, 
down to drive a Porsche, drove an Alf 
Romeo 2000 GTV as it turned out and was 
one of a fourcar Alfa team with Kyosti 
Hamalainen, Hans Sevelius and Pertti Karha— 
Karha being the only one to finish, bringing 
his car home fifth behind Tapio Rainio’s 
Saab. Kinnunen retired with « holed sump on 
‘stage 14, Hamalainen retired soon after and 
Sevelius ‘retired with worn shock absorbers. 
Pekka Routti, as usual with his very quick 
Imp, was very unfortunate to suffer baulking 
before losing oll pressure to retire after only 
eight stages. Pertti Lehtonen, Saab, was even 
Jess fortunate—rolling on the second stage. 
‘As a doubtful token he recelved the special 
Prize for first competitor to roll over 

Risto Kivimaki, driving his new Escort RS 
which was reputed to be the most powerful 
car in the rally with 239 bhp retired while 
lying eighth on the second half of the event 
when his diff broke with only nine stages to 
go. The restart after the halt at Pallastunturt 
Was 2 hrs late due to the effects of heavy 
snowfalls on the most northerly parts of the 
route before the halt. Many people were out 
all night with snow ploughs to keep the 
rally going and there were some very tired 
faces next morning. The rally started again 
with two stages on a twisty route above 
Raattama looping down towards the 
Rovaneimi area where many of the first half 
stages were run in the reverse direction. The 
second section was run in colder conditions 
with no fresh falls of snow and consequently 
the roads were in a perfect uniform condition 
especially suiting the more powerful cars. 
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With four stages to go Makinen has to heep going quickly to stay ahead. 


Like Kivimaki the other two drivers to retire 
were both transmission failures, Bengt Lund- 
strom's Volvo 142 on stage 22, the second 
“Raty" after the halt, while holding 12th 
overall. The other being Jukka's Renault 


The final stage of the rally was" Mar 
jamms" near Rovanelmi which was also used 
‘on the first half. Makinen covered this at 221, 


equal fastest with Arto Huhtasalo (Volvo) 
with Alen 3rd, on 227, 

‘The Tunturicalli was fast and very tiring 
with only one halt in two days and nights 
of driving. No road sections could be con- 
‘sidered easy as the entire route, of course, 
is over frozen and rutted snow. The organisa: 
tion throughout was smooth and very instant 

times being available only minutes 

car thi "The organisers 

‘and friendly no matter how 
falling or which roads were 
being blocked they would look forward to 
more British entries next year. A date change 
to February or March is being considered 
for future Tunturirallis to avoid coming so 
soon after the Monte or to make it possible 
for British drivers to tackle both the KAK 
‘Swedish Rally and the Arctic Rally on the 


same trip. 
‘Also a later date would give many more 
hours of daylight. No practising is allowed 


before the event. In any case snow is only 
ploughed off some of the roads used as stages 
for the event and it would be very costly 
to open them beforehand. 


Tapio Rainio’s Saab was deceptively quick to finish fourth on Sunday morning. 


dy 


Radio coverage of the event in Finland is 
comprehensive with programmes interrupted 
the moment fresh news comes through and 
is covered by Olavi Keskinen who also has 
a li-hr programme on Saturdays with a 
mixture of music and motoring. 

So the Arctic Rally finished, a profession- 
ally run event in every way. Timo Makine 
made up for his second position last time 
and young Markku Alen proved once again 
that he is the brightest new rally star for 
many years and should be bound for many 
future Arctic Rally wins. Tapio Rainio, driv- 
Ing a Saab, drove a very steady and’ quick 
rally to finish fourth overal 

Also run in conjunction with the rally 
was a junior section, covering only a part 
of the first loop. There were 23 finishers from. 
40 starters and the event was won by Kalle 
Kantala driving an Opel Rallye Kadett from 
Pekka Husso, Skoda 1001, 
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FINLAND 
A country of 
style and 
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of all the inhabitants with the rally's pro- 
gress—including the police who open ‘and 
close all the special stages. Their hospitality 
is not skin-deep either, they know their skills 
and "are always happy to” explain and 

Perhaps the most important thing for the 
stranger to remember is to plan. well ahead 
with fuel points. With so many largely 
unpopulated areas there is never a petrol 
atation just around the next  corner—they 
fare always on the outskirts of towns and 
towns are often long drives apart, To run 
out of petrol would be very serious, without 
the engine running the cold would very soon 
be too much to bear, Other essential equip- 
ment includes a shovel, You are stuck in your 
snow bank without one. It is just a matter of 
placing a reflective triangle and digging. 
sooner or later you can drive off again. It 1s 
Iso very easy to forget the cold and leave 
the car parked with the engine off and 
handbrake on—two reasons why it will ‘not 
move again if the temperature is very low. 

Although the garages are few, they are 
efficient. Most have a cafe and shop attached 
where almost any items can be. purchased, 

One of the most difficult abstactes to avold 
can be reindeer which tend to cross the road 
in front with one more just a little behind 
the. rest. That is usually the one that is hit 
and if it is Injured it has to be killed—it Is 
the driver's duty to do so. This is done by 
slitting the animals theoae with a keife though 
in the case of Kivimaki’s service crew they 
had forgotten a knife and had to do the job 
with a large pair of tn snips. 

Reindeer are not however the most trouble. 
some obstacles. At night (or come to think of 
it, im the morning too) Inebriated locals on 
foot are even more of a menace and what is 
more they can be come across weaving along 
In what looks to be an uninhabited area. Like 
rabbits they are happy to bounce along the 
sides of the roads until they see the fight 

1 is then that 
most unnerving tendency ¢o 
veer out on a perfect collision course. Most 
Finns are very safety conscious and it is 
normal to drive all daylight on dipped head- 
lamps, especially in bright sun when Its 
low angle can render on-coming traffic without 
lights almost invisible. Most pedestrians too 
are safety minded, often having a lamp 
strapped to an arm or at least a reflective 
band or dise attached to the clothing. 

Not only the driving has its nastier sides, 
watching the rally at night when the tempera- 
ture can be extremely low (less than -40°C) 


the air is normally very dry and the snow fine 
and powdery. This means very regular dis- 
ppearances sometimes up to waist height 
making good sealing boots and trousers 
essential to keep the snow from penetrating 
where it would melt chen gradually freeze 
again with wind exposure inside clothes most 
unpleasantly. Our “wellies” are just not 
suitable in Finland. Only after some most 
uncomfortable experiences was it realised 
that it is necessary to brush away all snow 
before retuming to the warm environment of 
the car. If the snow is not brushed away, 
slowly all the outer clothes will become very 
wet and cold even with a powerful heater 
operating. An even better demonstration of 
the quick effects of the cold air happened 
after sitting by a fire after watching a night 
stage. Within moments of moving away from 
the fire the snow which had melted from its 
hheat froze solid leaving trousers as if made 
from glass fibre, painfully stiff, The only 
cure being more ‘heat which takes the prob 
lem back to square one. 

Tf motoring can have additional problems, 
it also has Its breathtaking attractions, like 
the sight of the northern lights and a sky 
full of bright stars matched on land by the 
glicering frozen snow and heavily laden pine 
frees shining out in the headlamp beams. If 
clunk-click every trip is for this countey, 
petrol and spade every trip. must be the 
Finnish equivalent 


Matti Johansson’s eighth place Volvo 142. 


ai oat = 


Pentti Airikkala with Risto Virtanen enjoyed @ trouble-free run to bring their Renault 12 Gordini home in third place. 
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SPECIAL STAGE 


Edited by lan Sadi 


Dawson and 
Davenport 
for Sweden 


John Davenport and Andy Daw- 
‘son leave for Sweden this week- 
end to drive in the KAK Swedish 
Rally in an Escort Mexico. The 
car is the first part of a new 
competition programme planned 
by John Willment, Rallye Sport 
dealers, There wili be additional 
sponsorship from Thor Hammer 
and Vegantune have built the 
gine which they will maintain. 
‘The car will be entered in the 
special Escort Mexico class which 
will contest the second part of 
the rally only. 


Hodgsons back 
Mexicos again 


Following their successful spon: 
forship of last year's Escort 

ico Championship 
Win ‘Sparrow sad Nigel Raebur 
‘of Retford hi 


decided to continue _thelr 
involvement with this series. 
Driving the car will be Rallye 


Sports salesman Steve Wel 
North-East Midlands Champion 
for the past two years, who will 
have his regular navigator Tony 
Newsum behind the maps. 

Until such time as the new 
car arrives they will use the 
Hodgsons demonstrator, this 
being the car used by Will Spar. 
row on the Moss ‘Tyres round 

October. First outing for 
team was the Mini-Miglla 
when a broken clutch release 
fork brought a halt to a promis- 
ing first run, but the car is 
already repaired and ready for 
the next round in Devon, and 
the crew will then be seen on 
all the other qualifying rounds. 


Tony Fowkes’ 
rally plans 


Cables and Components are sup- 
porting Tony Fowkes and Bryan 
Harris in their rallying again this 
year, seen at the Snowman at 
the Weekend. High spot in Tony's 
year will, again be the TAP, 
though Bryan cannot enter 
through business commitments, 
and David Kirkham, Tony's recent 
partner on the TAP cannot go 
this year. Cosworth parts are 
heing used on the RS1600 engine, 
though still keeping to Tony's 
Principle of maintaining reliability 
above all else, the power is kept 
to around the 175 bhp mark. If 
@ Gl car becomes available, the 
Avon Tour of Britain is also a 
possibility, Tony was third in 
last year’s championship, the 
best driver of a self-prepared 
car. 


@ The Ulster Automobile Club 
cancelied their February. Rally 
(Scheduled for last Saturday) 
due to lack of entries. 
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GT70 set for 
full season 


More details on the GT70 testing 
which Ford carried out just after 
Monte Carlo reveal that they are 
quite pleased with the | beast 
Peter Ashcroft and Gerry Birrell, 
together with Ford France, took 
it into the Cevennes and. the 
first test was with Guy Chass- 
euil/Ginette Derolland on one of 
the hillclimbs used in the 
Criterium des Cevennes. After 
only two runs, the car was 5 s 
under the best Renault Alpine 
time and improved to the point 
where it was 2.5 per cent faster. 
The following day on part of 
the Ronde Cevenole circuit they 
did a lot of tyre testing with 
Dunlop's Brian Bennett and 
reduced times by as much as 2 5 


ppy with the car 
got used to it and chucked 
it around a bit, he would be able 
to improve still further on those 
Testing came to an abrupt end 
when a wheel bearing failed as 
the result of the driveshaft 
splines locking under full power 
for although they only "slide 
‘sin as the suspension moves, 
this Is enough to knock out the 
bearing. It seems likely now that 
the car will be returned to Eng- 
land and carved around before 
its next appearance in France. 
Changes will include a swap to 
a Hewland FG400 gearbox and 
the use of constant velocity 
joints in the rear drive for hopes 
of a producjion version are fading 
and with them the interdiction on 
proprietary parts. The engine will 
be lowered another 3in to improve 
handling, while it is almost cer. 
tain that the alternator will be 
moved and driven off the gearbox 
it can be changed quicker 

if necessary. Ford France, under 
Jean Vinatier, look forward to 
doing an entire season with the 


Rallye des 
Chevronnes 


Run concurrently with the Monte 
Carlo but regrettably forgotten 
by our rallies editor in the drama 
of Digne was the fifth Rallye des 
Chevronnes. Basically this is a 
nice competitive way to get the 
old boys of rallying down to 
Monte at the same tme as their 
younger brethren. Winners this 
year with the only unpenalised 
road run were Salvador Fabregas 
Bas and Antonio Huguet from 
Spain driving a Seat 124 Coupe. 
Fastest on the single test over 
the Corobin in this category was 
Gunther Kolwes, from Germany, 
with a very creditable time of 
16 m 13's in a Volvo 164E but 
he lost 45 m on the road sections. 
This part of the rally seems to 
be attracting more and more 
entries and with the age limits 
being revised in the near future, 
should grow in’ popularity. 


STP International Galway Rally Preview 


Close competition assured 
for STP Galway Rally 


‘On the Irish rafly scene all roads 
lead to the west this weekend 
for the third running of the STP 
International Galway Rally. Fol 
lowing the threats of violence 
by some fanatical political 
elements last year, and the sub- 
Sequent withdrawal of some 
dozen British crews who had 
made the journey in vain, it was 
not expected that an overseas 
entry would be attracted this 
year. John Price from Wales in 
an Alpine, Mike Marshall and 
Mike Greasley in an RS Escort 
and Red Dragon winners Nigel 


el 


ADRIAN BOYD retired in last 
year's STP International Galway 
Rally when a driveshaft broke 
early onthe second day 


Rockey/Paul White (RS Escort) 
are entered: but despite the 
absence of the big names in 
British rallying, there will be 
plenty of close competition in 
Galway, as the entry of over 
160 includes all the top Irish 
crews, and quite a varied selec: 
tion of really hot rally cars too. 

Top seed is Adrian Boyd in 
a Ford Escort RS1800, followed 
by "71 winner Cahal Curley 
(BMW), Billy Coleman (Alpine), 
Sean Campbell (Escort RS1800), 
David Agnew (BMW), John 
Keating (Escort-BDA), Mervyn 
Johnston (Mini-Cooper S$) and 
Ronnie McCartney who has 
changed from his winning 
Triumph 2.5 PI of last year to 

BMW. There are many other 
st runners, and potential win- 


ners too, ‘such as Rosemary 
‘Smith, Mick Barry, Charlie Gunn, 
John ‘Tansey, Noel Smith, Pat 


McCourt, John Bridges and ‘Demi 
Fitzgerald. in Escort variants ; 
Amie Poole, Robert Ward, Derek 
McMahon in BMWs; and the 
two Chevron B8s of Alec Poole 
and Mick Dolan. 

Breakdown of entries, by make, 
at the last count was! Ford 68, 
British Leyland 51, Chrysler 9, 
BMW and Fiat 7 each, Lancia 3, 


Alpine, Vauxhall and Chevron 
2 each, and one each of Clan 
Crusader, Renault, NSU and 
Volkswagen. 

The first car is due to leave 
Eyre Square, Galway, at 4.30 pm 


on Friday (February 9) returning 
to pare ferme from 11 pm, and 


the cars will be sent off at 30 9 

tervals. On Saturday its a 9 am 
start, with the finish from 6 pm 
while on Sunday the first car is 
due off at 12.30 pm and due back 

Galway at 5.30 pm, with com- 
Puterised results posted within 
2 hes of the finish, There 


BILLY COLEMAN also retired in 
last year's STP International 
Galway Rally, his Alpine break- 
ing @ driveshaft, 


will be 12 stages each day, all 
over public roads closed to 

normal traffic 
Last year everyone went very 
quickly from the start, treating 
ie more lke a 3-hr Grand Prix 
than a three-day rally, and the 
retirement rate through’ accidents 
and mechanical failure was con- 
sequently very high, with only 
56 finishers out of 143 starter 
‘There are. more quick cars 
entered this year, but the les- 
sons should have been learned 
and it will be interesting to 
count the number of survivors 
on Sunday evening in what 
be quite a hectic 


narrow, bumpy 
stages of counties Galway and 
Clare. Full report next week. 


MICK BARRY, Galway's hope for 
@ local win, drives a Ford Escort 
RS in this weekend's Rally. 
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The Arctic Rally (February 2/4) pro 


‘many of them Group One. Eino Pekkala 


and Erkki Po 


kinen, Opel Ascona (below). Both cars fin 


jed great variety of rally cars, 
Datsun Cherry 1300 (above) 
shed, the Opel 


13th and the fwd Datsun 14th. Report page 13. 


ae | 


Lombard and Ulster Banking 
to sponsor rally programme 


Ata reception just outside 
Belfast last Wednesday, one of 
the most important announce. 
ments concerning rally teams 
was made. The hosts were 
Lombard and Ulster Banking 
Ltd who have decided to fully 
sponsor two Ford Escort RSs in 
conjunction with R. E. Hamilton 
for the 1973 season, The two 
ear t il be known as the 
Lomba:d and Ulster Rally Team 
and. the cars, service vans etc 
will be finished in team livery 
Of white and light. blue 


Because of the connection with 
R. E, Hamilton, it is not surpris: 
ing to find that one of the cars 
will be driven by that very 
‘cessful pair, Adrian Boyd and 
Beatty Crawford. They will start 
the year with an ex-works car 
previously driven by Timo 
Makinen on the 1972 Monte but 
which has now been converted to 
right-hand drive. Their team- 
mates in all the events will be 
that charming pair of ladies, 
Rosemary Smith and Pauline 
Gullick, who will drive a Group 
2 Escort RS with an engine 
Prepared by David Wood. Both 
cars will be maintained and 
ton whose 

Robert Taylor, will 
the duties of team 
manager during the events, The 
mechanics include Alex Lundy, 
Bertie Campbell and Brian Boyd 
who is Adrian's cousin and a 
good rally driver in his own 
Fight, Robert McBurney who has 
his own garage up at Ballymena 


director, 
Took after 
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and Is a well-known rally driver 
will be helping with the’ servie- 
ing of the cars while Jack Kirk 
isthe man responsible for the 
engineering side back at 
Hamilton's. 

The plans for the team include 
about ten rallies and its. first 
pearance will be on the 
Circuit of Galway in February. 
They hope to do at least one big 
foreign international like the 
TAP but naturally a lot of effort 
will go into the Circuit of 
Ireland) and in fact at 
reception, Robert Taylor 
over the completed entries for 
that event to. Clerk of the 


Course, Malcolm — Neill. Other 
events in their calendar are the 
Welsh, Scottish, Texaco, Don- 


egal, Manx and RAC while it is 
interesting to note that they also 
intend to participate in the Tour 
of Britain with Adrian ina 
Sclitre Capri. The cars will run 
on Dunlop tyres, Castcol oil, 
Burmah petrol and Hella lights. 
Robert McBurney is already 
building his car for the Scottish 
Rally. He has for the time being 
forsaken his familiar BMW and 
reverted to Volkswagen for the 
new car is a VW Ghia in which 
he is installing a full house 2.1- 
tre engine as is fitted in the 
test VW Porsche. He has also 
started impecting American 
tuning kits for VWs and quoted 
figures of 128 bhp for the Beetle 
engine at the wheels shows up 
very well against Porsche 
Salzburg’s 1600. 


Sclater’s 
garage 


Chris Sclater, the Kleber Wheel 
base sccolar, is following Peter 
Clarke's lead in opening his own 
business. This is a mews garage 
in London at_12B Queensberry 
Mews West, SW7 (Tel: 01-589 
9146), where he and Ricky Bell 
(who serviced Chris regularly on 
home events recently) will be 
dealing with customer work 
including a lmited amount of 


competition work. Sclater of 
course has another business sel- 
ling rally prints. Last weekend 


he was due to instruct at Bob 
de Jong’s Rally School in Hol- 
land, and this weekend he is 


competing in the Boucles de Spa 
with Bob in RWC 457K with 
Dutch sponsorship. 


year, 
hopes to acquire the ex-work: 
ex-Jef Churchill Escort RS1600 
LVX 943) as a rolling shell just 
as used on the Tour of Dean, 
Terry formerly owned an Anglia 
with Lotus engine, previously 
rallied and rallycrossed by 
Trevor Fox, this went recently 
to Kevin Videan for breaking 
The engine and gearbox are due 
for a home in an Escort. 


@ Northampton Development Cor. 
poration are sponsoring a car 
that will be entered for the Welsh 
and Scottish 

Gi Triumph Dolomite 
present being prepared by the 
Douglas Garage Ltd, Northamp- 
ton, who will also enter it in 


selected rounds of the Esso 
Uniflo rally series. The car will 
be driven by Bill Douglas and 


Pete Wright 


British Porsche 
for Swedish 


Norman Jones and Jeff York, 
chairman and. vice-chairman of 
Wolverhampton & South Staffs 
CC, have entered the latter's 
Porsche 9118 for the Swedish 
Rally (February 15-17). This will 
be their first event together and 
the first time either has been 
to. Sweden. The venture is 
entirely self-sponsored, 


Rally repairs 
Fowkes & ‘Thomson Motors, of 
SrA ilstde, Harlesden, London, 
sre eoctiny Mateo perc and 
comcng tor nealiyeaiiwoe, on 
Semsdhese “ropsir eacvios whee 
thay fool shold etree drfvers 
peccounily “tevetved oa chass 
Plonskip ‘erie’ ‘Roceat customers 
Rec tals service haciode, Joan 
Barter and Tim, Miler: Details 
fromo1'96s ‘Sold 


© The Castrol-Timpson Rally, 
which is being organised again 
this year by Wilton & South 
Staffs CC, will be run on 
October 13. There is a possibility 
that the ‘rally will start in 
Aberystwyth, lunch will almost 
certainly again be at Machyn- 
eth and the finish will be at the 
Lord “Hill, Shrewsbury. 


Safari news: 
Peugeot for 
Andersson 


More Safari news includes Ove 
‘Andersson's plans, who will after 
all be driving on the rally for 
Peugect possibly with Jean Todt 
to co-drive. Kallstrom has not 
clinched a deal to drive for Dat 
sun, as was reported last week, 
‘and it now looks as though Tony 
Fall will in the. fourth 
Datsun, Datsun’s plans for the 
rest_of the year include the ex 
RAC and Monte cars for the 
Thousand Lakes and Tour de 
France. Tony Fall has been 
officially entered in the Finnish 
event and four cars will be in- 
volved in the French event. 
There will be two rally cars and 
two reece cars. Datsun are cur: 
rently negotiating for the ser- 
Vices of Gerard Larrousse to drive 
fone of the cars 


Ove Andersson has reason to 
look happy with future Lancla, 
Toyota and Peugeot drives lined 


Supporting 
newspaper 


The Evening Gazette, Teesside’ 
evening newspaper, is supporting 
the ANECCC Rally Championship 
this year, which will allow only 
seven points from the 15 events 
to count. Leading after two 
events (Riponian and Three 
Rivers) are Ian Burdon (Drivers) 
and Mary Fullerton (Navigators). 
This weekend's Keswick Rall 
run by Cumberland SCC, is the 
next round to count. More 
details from Dave Holliday, 29 
Bedford Road, Nunthorpe, Tees- 
side. Tel: 0642 36879 home, 
0642 65376 day. 


Problem car 


Phil Davies of Bolton who 
willbe contesting RAC cham- 
pionship rounds with a Porsche 
9118 is experiencing preparation 
and maintenance problems. If 
‘any readers know of the where- 
‘abouts of Porsche rally prepara 
tion wizards in this ‘country 
please ring Phil at Bolton 24957. 
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Last, weekend saw the first round in this 
year's RAC and Shell Scottish rally champion- 
‘ships, Highland CC's Snowman Rally, which 
was won predictably by Roger Clark/Jim Porter 
In thelr’ Team Esso Uniflo/Roger Clark 
entered Ford Escort RS1600. In second place 
2) minutes behind Clark, came Bill Taylor, 

in Melver in thelr RSi600 ahead of New 
Zealand's Mike Marshall in his Woolmark 
RS1600, 

This year’s rally was supported by Shell, 
the Scotsman newspaper, Webster Type Co. 
and the Highlands & Islands Development 
Board (tourist section) and for the first time 
was held as a daylight event. The start, 
lunch halt and finish were all in Inverness, 
with local council letting the club use thelr 
Municipal Caravan Park. for a competitors 
park. The rally started at 08.00 on 5: 
morning and the first car 
Escort RS1600 of Drew Gal 
Gallacher being given the honour of number 


T'because of his “win” last year when, of 
course, the results were disallowed. Number 
two was given to Bill Taylor/lan Melver 


in thelr RS1600 ahead of the Withers of 
Winsford entered Datsun 240Z of the 1971 
winners, Roy Fidler/Barry Hughes. Jimmy Rae 
was at'4, his RS1600 entered as usual by 
Frews of Perth and partnered by Mike 
Malcolm, Current RAC champions Roger Clark 
and Jim Porter were at 5 in the blue and 
white RAC Rally winning car, with Roger 


hoping that his roll on the 1972 event would 
not be repeated this year 

Expatriate Scot Mike Hibbert was at num 
ber 6 with Howard Scott in the left hand 
Seat of the Clarke & Simpson Ltd, entered 
and prepared, Goodyear shod RS1600 
Fegistration number CS 1. Following them 
were Will Sparrow/Nigel Raeburn in thelr 

tin group of companies entered Vauxhall 
Firenza which js now In Group 5 specifica. 
tion due mainly to trying to. lighten the 
heavy car, Sparrow was proudly proclaiming 


to the world that he was now a. father 
his wife Sue having given birth to a son the 
Previous Wednesday 

‘Tony Fowkes/Bryan Harris were at 8 in 
thelr usual Cable & Components entered Escort 


RS1600 ahead of the Chrysler Dealer Team 
Ulster entered Imp of Robin. Eyre-Maunsel 
Austin Frazer. Nigel Hollier who was seeded 


‘at number 10, non-started, as did Calin 
Malkin’ in his Avenge 

The starters. continued with many well 
known names further down the feld including 
Paul Faulkner, Peter Clarke, Alistair Robert 
son, Pat Ryan, Mike Marshall, Malcolm 
Patrick and Alan Conley. 

The first stage was a very short thrash 
Jess than 10 miles out of Inverness with almost 
all the top 30 crews being within 7 $ of the 
Dopey time. However, the real fun was to 
start on the second stage, Monaughty 1, which 
Contained a long bumpy straight where quite 
@ number of people were exceeding the 

on.” At the end however there was a 
bend to the left hidden by a brow, although 
fe fire break went straight on. Tony Fowkes 
was the first of many to go straight on 
there and he got a maximum on this one after 

king about 20 m to extricate the car 


Not able to continue, however, was Jimmy 
Rae who stopped on ‘the stage with what 
was suspected to be either a broken crank: 
shafc of a loose flywheel. Will Sparrow was 
also in trouble as the Firenza’s engine lost 
almost all its water and oll. Before the start 
he had discovered a small crack in the 
cylinder block but he started hoping that it 
wasn't too bad. They completed the stage 
fetiring at the end of Monaughty 2 which 
followed immediately afterwards, but not 
before they had shown that the car is very 
competitive, 

Drew Gallacher had an excursion on 
Lossie stage when the servo on his Escort 
stuck, locking the brakes on and losing him a 
good 2 m. His car suffered from a slight 
misfire which persisted throughout the day 
in spite of changing everything he could 
think of to cure it. Another who had electrical 
trouble in the early stages was Roy Fidler 
In the big Datsun. The car had come to the 
rally straight from Datsun's in Surrey where 
someone had forgotten to tighten the points. 
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Highest placed Scot was Bill Taylor who finished second in an Escort RS. 


SNOWMAN RALLY 


Clark continues to dominate 
British rallying By KEVIN GORMLEY 


The next stage, Whiteash, provided an end later. Mike Marshall had st ft with a 
to Tom Seal's tally when his Kerr's Kar Parts loose ignition wire which intermittently shor 
Cooper S went off the road, and although ted out on the early stage but this didn't cost 
there was no damage they were OTL by the the New Zealander much time. Marshall has 
time they had regained the track. Wille one more event planned, the Circult of Galway, 
Crawford's Escort was in trouble with over- before he takes his immaculate Woolmark 


eating and they retired a couple of R51600 back to his home c 


The Fidler/Hughes Datsun 240Z finished tenth. 
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in a month's time, Stage 7, Tiendland, was 
the Inst stage attempted by Tony Fowkes 
In his © & C Escort RS—Decause of suspected 
piston ring failure. Gallacher lost more time 
on this stage when he had a puncture. whils 
Fidler was gling along with a broken 
rear anti-roll bar mounting. It was certainly 
not. the Withers driver's day as soon after 
& tie bar mounting came away when part 
Of the chassis of the Datsun broke. Although 
Was welded up at half way Ke 

in the afternoon. 
fer Clarke was putting up some excel 
lent times in his. new. RS1600 ‘which was 
bullt by his new company Peter Clarke Autos 
Limited and sponsored as usual by Silentnigh 
Divans and Upholstery. Unfortunately his run 
was spoilt by a. little over-exuberance on 
the short but very slippery Craigroy stage, 
where he spun losing about 3m after getting 
stuck, 

Mike Hibbert was having trouble with the 
clutch on his Clarke & Simpson entered 
RS1600 which was painted in the colours of 
Centre Hotels. After the first few stages 
he had some trouble getting the top tw 
gears of his ZF gearbox and then it started 
Slipping, getting progressively worse as the 
lay. went on. 

There were several short stages just south 
of Forres including Cothall which had some 
really vicious “yumps” near the end, where 
Peter Hilliard retired his ex-Leo Bertorelli 
pre-production Escort TC after breaking two 
engine mountings and bending the steerini 
rack, The following stage was along th 
track of an old railway, but it was deep in 
shale and many cars were having trouble 
getting slong. it. Alistair Robertson's Saab 
Just would not pull and he retired on the 
stage with a well cooked engine. Severai 
‘others also bolled including Pat Ryan who 
was having his first outing for his new sponsor 
Charles Clark of Wolverhampton, Rally Centre 
Division. His 1433cc Blazespeed Mint now 
Produces 92 bhp at the wheels and only 
Weighs 12 cwt. Navigator Mike Nicholson was 
busy holding the gear lever in the appropriate 
gear after the rear gearbox mounting broke 
Whilst they both got fed up with changing 
Wheels after having six punct 
event. In spite of their troubles 
really excellent run to take fourth place at 
the finish and surely Ryan Is going to inherit 
Sparrow's old title of the Mini-King 

‘At half way, Roger Clark was, as expected, 
in the lead with 342 penalties. Hibbert was 
second on 392, Taylor next on 433, Marshall 
on 524, Faulkner on 533 and Ryan on 564. 
After the restart competitors had a 40 mile 
Grive including travelling the length of Loch 


AUTOSPORT, FEBRUARY 8, 1973 


Roger Clark : started 1973 as he finished 1972. 


Ness, although no one reported having seen 
the monster, before the 18th stage, Mandally 
Robin Eyre-Maunsell had some trouble here 
in his Imp when the coll started playing up 
land had to be changed, while Malcolm Patrick 
had the throttle of his AVJ Developme 
RS1600 sticking for several stages 

Stage 21, Port Clair, caw the end of a 
finé run by Brian Coyle, who was driving his 
wn imp for a change. He recently discovered 
hat he had enoug! parts to bulld a car 
with the exception of a bodyshell. Andy Daw 
son had mentioned that his old. shell wa: 
available and so Coyle had a rally car. On 
the event it had = fairly large oll leak and 


continual topping up was necessary but on 
SS 21 I pipe blew off the cooler and 
he didn’t have enough oll left to fill it up 


so when he eventually got some he had to 
cut the last stages out’ in order to finish. 
Taylor had two punctures, both on 
the offside, which made the handling on his 
RS1600 rather peculiar, although he didn't 
lose much time. Alan ‘Conley who brought 
along his CCC Clan Crusader, after se) 
the Avenger in which he had. entered, 
the sump shield on the following stage 
also had a puncture which cos him about 
@ minute, but on Glen Urquhart he broke 
@ drive coupling and got a maximum, which 
opped him from about sixth place in the 


Special stage times 


- a 


Mike Marshall, from New Zealand, was third, 


On the same stage Paul Faulkner's rally 
ended when his Jack Knight 5-speed gearbox 
broke leaving him stranded in the middle of 
the @ mile stage for some time before he was 
towed out, Mike Hibbert had been really 
struggling with his slipping clutch and in fact 
he had to retire at the start of the stage when 
he couldn't get up the hill in CS 1 
The final problems were on the last stage 
when Ian Milne spun his Escort and go 
tuck blocking the road for 
cars and although it was eventually moved 
the organisers wisely decided to scrub the 
From the finish most competitors went 
back to their hotels to freshen up before the 
prize giving at the buffet dance in the even: 
Ing. The results were announced at about 
11 pm and the awards given out soon after. 
It should be added that Roger Clark and 
Tony Mason also donated their own award 
to a rather embarrassed Norman Masters for 
his excellent services in keeping thelr car 
together during the RAC rally 
Eventually everyone went home having 
had a good evening after an excellent event 
The only criticism was the inclusion of one 
or two’ of the shorter Mickey Mouse 
stages, and especially of the railway line 
‘which did quite a bit of damage to 


participants and it is, of course, 


Competitors that this survey is chiefly con. 


and if you are, try to console yourself with 
the thought that the name of the game is 
winning so that, if your name tsn't even in 
the list of winners, you can't have done very 
‘much worth writing about 

‘The greatest influx of new competitors was 
in Formula Ford where oversubscribed entry 
lists were often the order of the day, parti- 
ularly at Silverstone. The popularity of FF 
Is not hard to explain for i remains a remark- 
able compromise between comparatively 
inexpensive racing, which the man in the 
garage can afford, and proper motor racing 
ina real single-seater which could lead on 
to higher things for the talented few. Despite 
the introduction of production saloon car race 
ing, the other category to receive che greatest 
‘Support was chat for special saloons, which 
‘also offers worthwhile racing at a realistic 
Cost and rewards mechanical ingenuity rather 
than the ability to cheat undetected. 

Despite the swollen entry lists, which pro- 
bably benefits the RAC in licence fees more 
than anyone else, attendances at club meet- 
ings generally dropped. The ¢rend was 
‘apparent at all levels of the sport in this 
country, and in other sports as well, but it 
‘is clear that the days when 10,000 or mor 
people would regularly flock to Brands Hatch 
Gnd Mallory Park are gone, To the extent 
that the trend is a general one, there is 
probably very little that circult promoters can 
do about it but there do seem to be ways in 
Which the situation could be improved. First 
and foremost, it is just as essential to pro- 
Vide comfortable facilities for club meetings 
as itis. for internationals. If 10,000 people 
will go and watch a Third Division soccer 
match, there is mo reason why that many 
should not go to a club meeting. But they 
won't go if they have to spend all afternoon 
standing in mud, freezing to death and unable 
to see more than 400 yds of track. The 
Introduction of Group 1, which was supposed 
to be crammed with apeciator appeal, has 
proved that K doesn’t matter what is happen- 
Ing on the track if you elther can’t see the 
faction or I's too uncomfortable to try. Silver- 
‘mone always seems to be a pretty inacces vible 
Place except by car, and yet the crowds at 
the major club meetings have been as good 
‘ever which could be explained by the large 
number of grandstands commanding a very 

ood view of much of the club circuit, which 
flso happens to lend itself to close racing 

While on the subject of circuits, it is 
interesting to note that Silverstone has not 
Increased x charges for 1973 despite VAT. 
On the other hand, MCD now expect a 
visitor to Oulton Park to pay 90p both before 
and after April 1, a perfectly legal way of 
Using VAT as an excuse for soaking the public 
although we wonder Whether the current 
freeze ought not to be holding prices at their 
1972 level. Of course, che sad fact is that if 
the spectators do not pay up and sponsors 
cannot be persuaded to foot the bill any 
fonger, the circuits will either have to close 
or those who actually want £0 use them, the 
Competitors, will have to pay entry fees of 
£20 upwards per race. Whatever their moans, 
Mt seems that che competitors received the 
best part of the deal in 1972, and it's pro- 
bably about time the spectators were shown 
some more consideration. 

The greater the reward, the harder people 
will strive for it and an unhappy trend in 
1972 was the emergence of » good deal of 
ruthless driving, much of K escaping unpena- 
ised. What may be legitimate tactics between 
two experienced Grand Prix drivers who can 
ook alter themselves becomes highly dan- 
gerous at a lower level. The inexperienced 


Clubman may recall seeing Rindt carving up 
Paddock or Stewart and Rod- 


u 


The essence of club racing : a packed grid of assorted saloons set off to do battle around the picture 


FROM FORMULA ATLANTIC TI 


IAN TITCHMARSH recalls the 1972 club racing season 
—the names, the politics, the fun, the arguments 


saloon car champions using blatant blocking 
tactics and almost receiving congratulations 
from the clerk of he course for doing 80, and 
believes that the same applies to him. The 
Increase in commercialism at club level has 
tended to overshadow the fact that most 
people are in i for the sport. The prize 
money helps but they want ¢o go back to 
work on Monday morning. Fortunately, in 
the North and Midlands at least, certain 
clerks of the course are beginning to clamp 
dawn on dangerous driving, at least ¢o the 
‘extent of disqualifying drivers. What is really 
needed is a suspension system as in soccer, 
although it would have to be uniformly 
applied throughout the country. 


One of the problems about dangerous 
driving “is spotting i, There are enough 
problems with fouls in football so that to 
‘see what happens in a motor racing incident, 
and recount it accurately, is well nigh im- 
possible. The competitors know this and 
cynically exploit it so that when all the 
Escort Mexico drivers were severely 
censured by the clerk of the course at Mallory 
Park, one of them suggested chat the observers 
should note the numbers of the culprits. Now 
‘who is going to see the individual numbers of 
20° Mexicos leaving the grid a Mallory ? 
Other officials are reluctant to act, espe- 
cially where local heroes are concerned, 50 
that where a particularly wild piece of driving 
caused a very big accident ata certain 
southern circu, and was attested to by two 
following drivers independently, the clerk of 
‘the course approached the victim who was 
still in a daze in hospital, and asked if he 


wanted to put in a protest... which seems 
to be a complete misconception of the race 
orpaniser’s duty. 

‘The organising side of things suffered two 
major losses in 1972. The BRSCC's Nick 
Syrett went off to the ill-fated, new-look 
GPDA to. be replaced by Peter Browning 
whose rallying ba 
take a fresh look at certain 
‘sport. One particularly good 
“devil take the hindmost” race at Brands 
Hatch on Boxing Day which worked well, 
‘and would bear repetition, but not too often. 
It could be developed. How about trying it 
with Fi cars round Monaco? With a gridful 
Of Regazzonis? The future for the BRSCC 
Tooks secure but the same cannot be said for 
the BARC from which Grahame White was 
forced to resign after building it up into the 
best club in the country, guiding it most 
successfully from the pleasant but backward. 
looking days at Goodwood to as independent 
fan organisation a8 one could hope for at the 
Present time, full of good ideas. With 
Barry. Bland already gone at the beginning 
of the year, and his replacement Joha Wick- 
ham on the move as well, the future looks 
bleak. Let's hape our fears prove unfounded. 

Another national club ¢o step. into race 
‘organisation in a big way was the BRDC, which 
took over where the NSCC left off at ‘Silver- 
stone. Thase who prophesied calamity were 
soon proved wrong and ithere can be little 
doubt ‘that from many points of view the 
BRDC Sunday Silverstones were some of the 
best club meetings of the year. Unfortunately, 
the BRDC is not open to anyone which means 
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INI SEVEN 


that few, if any, club competitors are 
‘members. Possibly to get round this the club 
‘opened up an off-shoot known as the British 
Racing Drivers Association. It is stated. that 
the BRDA is intended to be “an independent 
and democratic organisation to represent the 
7,000 holders of RAC issued racing competi 
tion licences.” Apparently it will promote 
‘members’ interest [sic !) with the major com- 
‘mittees, international and national governing. 
Bodies.” Quite what it has done for Ks 
claimed 300 or so members, we are not 
too sure. 

Having lost Silverstone, the NSCC became 
just one of several regional clubs operating 
without a home base. It tried to make a go 
Of Aintree, which was reopened after some 
sterling work over the winter by members 
of the Aintree CC, but the only way to get 

large crowd to the Liverpool circuit would 
be to have a challenge race between the 
Everton and Liverpool football teams. The 
very small attendances may leave the NSCC 
with just Croft and the odd Mallory mesting 
this year. The Thames Estuary AC have 
established a formidable reputation in the 
east, running numerous meetings at Lydden, 
Snetterton and Brands Hatch with a number 
of their own champkonships and there are a 
few other clubs such as the 750 MC who set 
a very high standard at their mestings each 
year, although one usually notices a few 
experienced hands from the BRSCC and BARC 
in key positions 

‘As mentioned just now, Aintree lived again 
‘after another year off in 1971 but just how 
Jong the process of artificial respiration can 
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continue is highly speculative. Even if Aintree 
‘does finally fall to the highest, horsy bidder 
all will not be lost in the north-west for a 
group of enthusiasts in the Preston area are 
working to turn the Longridge sprint and 
kart circuR into a small race track. To begin 
with, there will be just two meetings this 
year with six starters per race but the com- 
Pact nature of the circuit should make for 
close racing which might be exactly the right 
recipe ¢o bring in the crowds. Castle Combe 
didn't_go the way MCD said it would and 
towards the end of 1972 was back in action 
again. The trouble with that part of the 
country seems to be that half the Indian Army 
officers have retired to live there and regard 
it as perfectly acceptable to go tearing across 
other people's land after foxes but. utterly 
anti-social to race cars on private property. 
Thruxton has fallen particularly foul of these 
pusilianimous bigots and it will be a great 
Joss if it turns out to be uneconomic to 
operate under the new restrictions. And 
Crystal Palace, an occasional club circuit, is 
no, more thanks to. short-sighted GLC 
policies 


FORMULA ATLANTIC 


In its second full season with continued 
sponsorship from Yellow Pages and Fiat, 
this club version of Formula 2'was definitely 
@ success from the drivers’ and enthusiasts” 
viewpoints but one must assume that it is no 
more attractive to the ordinary spectator than 
F2, However, with F3 now becoming a faster 
version of FF on racing tyres, Formula 
Atlantic does enable race promoters to offer 
fast, spectacular and above all noisy single 
seaters at relatively low cost. Not that the 
Successful drivers do too badly either, The 
best machinery has been expensive but by 
the time the generous prize money has 
been added to ‘the equally generous trade 
bonuses, a reasonable income can be derived 
particularly M, like Graham Eden, you prepare 
your own engines 

Engines had been a problem in 1971 since 
the BDA, which had been admitted for 
political reasons at the behest of Ford, who 
said something about the Lotus twin-cam 
coming to the end of its production run 
(what “are they all still using in F372), was 
obviously the way to go but reliability was 
still lacking. By the time it had been found, 
Vern Schuppan had all but won the champion: 
ship with some forceful driving and a BRM 
twin-cam in his Palliser. A year's development 
was enough to ensure that the retirement rate 
was drastically reduced. For chassis, the 
wealthier or better-sponsored drivers acquired 


Ensign hits the North Tower sleepers. 


Some people wished Crystal Palace had closed down earlier than when it did; Mike Wilds’ 


the latest in F2 ware but one- or two-year-old 
F3 cars, with good engines and drivers, were 
more than a match for all but the top two 
or three. 


As it turned out, it was a trio of March 
722s which dominated the results in the hands. 
of Bill Gubelmann, Cyd Williams and Vern 
‘Schuppan. The American Gubelmann, who had 
won an early race at Mallory Park in 1971 
before returning to the USA, decided to 
Concentrate on the British scene In 1972 and 
@ combination of excellent Brian Hart engines 
and thorough preparation gave him. the 
championship by just three points from chat 
perpetual bridesmaid, Cyd ' Williams. Cyd, 
once again driving for Graham Eden, began 
with Eden's 1971 Chevron BI8C which was 
good for a few wins before the March came 
along. On his day, Cyd was unbeatable by 
anyone except Schuppan but he seems destined 
to be thwarted just as he is on the verge of 
greater things. Schuppan had a scrappy 
Season first of all waiting for his March to 
arrive, and then being diverted by BRM into 
FI, as well as trying his hand at F2. Never. 
theless his driving remained one of the moat 
spectacular things about club racing in 1972 
and he will surely justify BRM's faith in him, 


Behind these three were one or two drivers 
capable of getting among them when every: 
thing was right, John Nicholson, the McLaren 
engine man, used the Interesting new Lyncar 
and was always well up, scoring one win, 
While Bob Gerard entered bis former chief 
mechanic Bob Salisbury in a Brabham BT35 
and was rewarded for his confidence by a 
remarkable sequence of points-scoring finishes 
which only stopped very near the end of the 
season. For sheer consistency, Salisbury was 
hard to beat but he never managed that 
elusive win. One man who seemed destined 
for several wins but, in the end, only took 
‘one was John Lepp who was entered by Bob 
Howlings in a works-assisted Chevron B20, 
Lepp was plagued with one misfortune after 
‘another but was finally rewarded with a fine 
win in the wet at Croft, before his luck 
returned to normal, The money invested by 
Tate of Leeds in thelr team for Chris Meek 
and Malcolm Wayne was hardly rewarded in 
terms of race wins but the smart and cotour- 
ful turn-out of the oars, drivers and mechanics 
ensured that they never went unnoticed, which 
is what publicky t all about after all. Meek 
himself was never lacking in publicity either, 
‘whether it concerned his driving tactics or 
the legality of his engine. A sensational win 
at Sneteerton with the ex-Wilson Fittipaldi 
March 712M was clouded by a protest which 
was later thrown out but the extraordinary 
bebaviour of the Tate team, after they dis- 
covered that they had been the victims of 


19 


another RAC cock-up, left a sour taste on 
Some mid-season races. As often happens 
with the RAC, they preferred to ignore the 
realities of the situation which had arisen 
and govern the sport as they are appointed 
to do. 

Peter Wardle and Johnny Dimsdale used 
Lotus 69s, the former showing the greater 
consistency while the latter showed flashes of 
great speed interspersed with mechanical 
disasters. Reg James did things with his 
Brabham BT28 which no one really expected 
and it would be interesting to see him in a 
brand new car, Mike Walke 
FB72 and Tom Pryce, 
RPI12, were not seen often enough to make a 
ignificant impression but they won a race 
apiece and gave notice that the expected 
crop of ex-F3 drivers in 1973 will make some 


of the old hands work for 1 ‘One 
very pleasant aspect of For antic has 
been the track manners displayed by most of 
the drivers, with about one exception. A 
major shunt has never really seemed imminent 
in this formula unlike F3 and FF and it will 
be Interesting to see whether the new arriva 


stir things up a bit. Yellow Pages are sp: 


Soring a six-round International championship 
this year with BP taking over the club series 
fand the prospects look very good indeed. 


‘Since It has been fashionable this winter 
to award star ratings in various reviews, we 
thought we'd have a go at nominating an 
unofficial champion and in each 
club racing category, on a purely subjective 
basis. 

‘Champion: Cyd Will 
Schuppan. 


FORMULA 3 


The International Shell’ Motor Sport 
with its generous prize money has 
that the majority of F3 drivers 

country here during 
don't go wandering off round Europe 
used to, This has meant that the two club 
racing championships, sponsored as ever b 
Lombard North Central (née Lombank) and 
Forward Trust, have benefited considerably 
and entries for most races have been fu 


ms. Runner-up: Vern 


The Formula Ford circus act was a popular feature at many meetings 


audience, but not with their fellow performers. 


The Lombard lolly 
fe In the works GRD 372 but. 
Suteliffe's Tuck turn 


ks Iberia Ensign driver 
snatch the championship at the 
Sutcliffe even 
who persevered to begin 


last round. Po 
place to Tony Brise, 
‘unsatisfactory 

> @ GRD with which 


before switching 


significant fe 6 series was 


a Palliser before taking over 


‘same time he 
king him more. 


stage a wath-out against wet-weather racing at Silverstone. 


the Forward Trust championship as he 
Intended to do although he was helped by 
the lack of ‘co-operation between the two 
works Ensign drivers. Von Opel had his 
championship anyway but poor Mike Walker, 
f “undoubted ‘talent and great 

st did not get the breaks. He 

too." nice” @ bloke to make @ 

ingle-seater driver and his 

ability to. drive very fast and 
d surely show up best in sports 
cars. A’ driver of similar character {s_ Bob 
Evans who drove a March 723 for Walker's 
one-time sponsor, Alan McKeehnie. A couple 
vans was the to beat in 

and the ability still seems to. 


ula F 


be there, only in the rough and tumble world 
of F3 it tends to got trodden 


nally, and 
Masami Kuwashima, 

ver of & GRD, 
stning reactions kept him on. the 
he most unlikely situations ‘most 
time and earned him one win at 
ne. He seems to show more natural 
flair than Tetsu Tkuzawa, no mean F3 driver 
in his heyday, did at the same stage, but 
whether it can be harnessed for greater things 


such the young 


ects proved popular with 
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Move over: While Forrester’ 
remains to be seen, 

Champion: Roger Williamson, Runner-up: 
Mike: Walker, 


FORMULA FORD 


As we said at the beginning, this was the 
real growth area in club racing with the 
rather too healthy, situation arising at certain 
meetings of neafly 100 entries having to 
qualify for 25 places on the grid. In 
recognition of the Importance of FF, Peter 
Browning came up with the Idea’ of a 
Formula Ford festival at the end of the year, 
run on a knock-out basis at Snetterton with 
worthwhile prize money. This was very well 
supported although we know that some 
drivers stayed away for fear of becoming 
involved In a sort of end-of-season destruction 
derby. 

‘One welcome trend during the year was 
stricter policing of engines since it was be- 
coming all too apparent that certain engine 
tuners and drivers were deliberately flouting 
the regulations and getting away with it 
time and again. The problem of engine checks 
Is a difficult one. First of all the scrutineer 
has to know what to look for and the. in- 
Kenuity of engine builders is occasionally 
ahead of him. The situation isn’t helped by 
the Ford Motor Company carrying out 
modifications on the production line which 
are not immediately incorporated in the 
regulations, which affected both Formula 
Atlantic and Formula Ford during the year. 
Drivers with a potent, but legal, engine then 
complain if it is Impounded after @ race for 
stripping since they will be unable to rebuild 
it in time for the following weekend, while 
fellow competitors are frightened of protest- 
ing a doubtful engine in case they are 
proved wrong and have to pay for the rebuild, 

‘A lot of competitors think they know who 
is using an illegal engine but then the engine 
is stripped and found to be in order. This 
happened more than once during the year 
and the immediate reaction is to say that 
the inspection wasn't carried out properly. 
Other organisers don’t want to know after 
@ race when a driver wants to challenge 
another's engine, and discourage a protest 
being made. It is surely in the interest of 
Fords, who derive enormous publicity from 
the formula, to ensure that it is completely 
honest by providing the facilities for the 
engine of every winner of every championship 
race to be checked within a day of the event 
and returned to the owner in good time for 
the next meeting. And none of this nonsense 
about sealing engines in the chassis for 
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F4 attempts a novel short cut over the bank into Cadwell's hairpin, Elkington and Craven interlock wheels. 


removal later at the engine builder's premises 
—they should be removed. on. the spot. 
Finally, there is a rule In the regulations 
which ' provides for the exclusion from @ 
championship of any driver found with an 
Ulegal car in one of the qualifying rounds. 
We wonder whether this rule has ever been, 
or will ever be, enforced. If it was, it would 
surely discourage dishonesty. 

Engines remain the key to success in the 
Formula for chassis design has changed very 
little over the years. Basically the cars are 
still modelled on F3_ machines of the mid. 
sixties although side radiators have sprouted 
on one or two chassis. Tyre equipment 
remains the universal Firestone Torino which, 
for all the complaints about the need for at 
least two sets for wet or dry racing, must be 
so much cheaper than the racing tyres used 
in, for example, F3. 


At the start of the season it looked as 
though it would be another Brise season for 
Tony's younger brother Tim showed excellent 
form in a specially modified Merlyn Mk 20. 
After a brief involvement with the Catnic 
Elden team, however, Brise decided to quit 
the FF rat race while the going was good and 
set out on a rather unfortunate F3 career, 
With Brise out of the way, two experienced 
old hands dominated the scene, winning most 
of the major races and dominating the champ- 


Back-to-back 


iS erik 


fonships. Ian Taylor in the works Dulon LD9 
only started winning when he switched to a 
Rowland engine but then carried all before 
hhim to take both the Daily Express and BOC 
titles and the third Grovewood award. His 
main rival was Derek Lawrence, who returned 
to FF after a fruitless F season with @ 
Palliser in 1971, Lawrence's immaculate Tea 
Titan Mk 6 always shone at Silverstone and 
the other midland and northern circuits but 
never to the same extent in the south, A, 
huge accident at Thruxton caused by another 
driver's carelessness interrupted his season 
so that he had to make do with second place 
in both the Daily Express and BOC and third 
in the Sunbeam Electric, although he deserved 
to_win at least one, 

The domination of Taylor and Lawrence 
tends to suggest that there was little really 
promising young talent on the way up. This 
Impression is reinforced by the fact that 
Syd Fox, who was racing at Goodwood when 
most_of ‘his rivals were in short pants, took 
the Sunbeam Electric series in a Hawke DLO 
while Ken Bailey, Lawrence's Team Titan 
team ‘mate, is another who has been 
round for’ some time and was rewarded, 
‘after season of second places in 1971, with 
many wins, and second place to Fox. Bob 
Amott and his self-prepared white Merlyn 
Mk 20A was one new face who showed a 
lot of promise, taking the Brands Hatch-based 


an eight-wheel FF mowing machine in operation at Silverstone. 


ed 


‘Townsend Thoresen title as well as a sub- 
sidiary Grovewood award, along with 
Lawrence. Apart from Arnott, two drivers in 
their very first season after a kart racing 
career suggested that, with more experience, 
they have a big future in motor racing. Dave 
Ferris ran a Merlyn Mk 20 and seemed 
destined to take the Silverstone Vandervell 
Novices’ Award until, while practising for 
his first F3 race in’ a works March 723, 
hie sustained a very nasty head injury which, 


hopefully, will not prevent him 
reappearing this year. Doug Bassett 
Immediately attracted attention because, 


quite apart from being totally unheard of, he 
was winning races in a Nike, which was 
‘Almost equally unlikely. His driving showed 
‘certain lack of maturity when Involved 
with more experienced company and he, too, 
could have won the Vandervell Award but for 
‘a completely unnecessary accident at the last 
meeting. 

In Ireland, North and South, Jay Pollock 
seemed to win whenever he turned out in 
his Crosslé 20F, his only rival being former 
king, Crawford ‘Harkness, who ran a Lotus 
G9F for the second season. However, although 
Pollock is rated very highly In ‘his own 
country his performances in England were 

mnerally unconvincing, probably due to lack 
Of experience of the circuits. Scotsman Donald 
MacLeod built his own Lotus 69F from an old 
F3 59 and often made his trips south of the 
border worth while although he seemed to 
Ick consistency. Another Lotus 69F which 
Scored many wins, usually at non-champlon- 
ship meetings, was that of John Sheldon who 
would surely have done even better but for 
breaking an arm in the paddock half-way 
through the year. Peter Harrington decided 
to replace his. ageing Merlyn Mk 11A with 
his own. design, which he christened the 

‘neat little car was a winner in 
ht from the start, even with 
Harrington's old Steele engine, and once he 
had acquired a good Scholar motor, this 
nterprising designer/driver showed excellent 
orm. 

Encouraged by Tony Brise's successes in 
1971, several teams plumped for Eldens, but 
the ‘immaculate cars of the | Catnic, 
Ippokampos and KVG camps had, few wins 
to show for their investments. A Mexican, 
Johnny Gerber, teamed up with the rather 
wild Australian Buzz Buzaglo in the 
Ippokampos colours and Gerber has decided, 
‘on the strength of a win at the World Cup 
final at Brands Hatch by 2 sec after most of 
his rivals were delayed" by a multiple shunt, 
that he is ready for F2. There's nothing lk 
having confidence in yourself! New Zealander 
David Oxton, who should really have been 
ineligible for Formula Ford under the BRDC- 
qualification rule because of his Tasman 

wults, demonstrated that a well-used 
Merlyn Mk LIA. was. still race-winning 
proposition in the right hands while the 
Importance of FF racing in Britain was under- 
lined by the number of foreigners who were 
regularly seen trying to make thelr mark. 

‘successful were Americans 

‘South 

African Ian Scheckter, Australian Peter Finlay 
and Belgian Patrick Neve. Other British 
drivers who created a favourable impression 
without ever winning the big ones included 
Merlyn drivers Rob Cooper. David Martell 
and Rob Wicken; Catnic Eiden team-mates 
Chris Smith and Mike Catlow; Scotsman 
Graham Cuthbert with a Lotus 69F; Geoff 
Lees who kept the Alexis name among the 
at Silverstone; Dave Morgan's younger 

Richard, who showed the family 
in an old Lotus 61M; and Mike Taylor, who 
persevered without much money with the 
ex-Bob Evans Pall 

‘Champion 
Lawrence. 


FORMULA SUPER VEE 


‘There is something indisputably attractive 
about these Volkswagen-powered racing cars 
but, in its second British season, the formula 
is still having difficulty finding ‘its feet. The 
cars themselves are significantly faster than 
Formula Fords, run on racing tyres and cost 
fa little under '€3000 ready to race but only 
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‘And up your's, mate (above). Plough the flelds and scatter (below). 


in the national 
championship. The prize money is good, too, 


17 drivers scored points 


but the competition from the very’ well 
lished FF will always mean that FSV 
remains a minority interest. 

Before the season began, 1971 Formula Vee 
champion Brian Henton declared his intention 
of winning the FSV championship on his way 
to Formula 1 drive in three years’ time. He 
formed his own team with two Crosslé 24Fs 
‘and almost succeeded in his aim. In the end, 
however, too many non-finishes thwarted him 
and he had to make do with second place by 
two points to Royale driver Tony Roberts. The 
latter began the season with a works. 

isted RPI4 but crashed heavily at the 
yruxton International and later found him: 
self a seat in the ex-Tom Pryce RP9 of TAS 
Racing. Consistent finishes, rather than many 
wins, with the older car kept the points 
coming in and gave him the championship. 
The third contestant for the title was Mike 
Hayse'den, another former FV champion, who 
kept his RP9 for a second season and was 
‘also in with a chance of the championship 
before the final race, again due to consistent 
placings rather than outright wins. A retire- 
ment in the last race relegated him to third 
‘although he collected more points altogether 
than Henton. 

Pryce, as the works Royale driver, 
ventured out occasionally and had three wins 
to show for it but his accident at Monaco 
with the F3 car, on which he was concentrat- 
ing for the season anyway, prevented a more 
serious attempt at the FSV series, which he 
would probably have cleaned up’ otherwise. 
‘Two stalwarts of the class were Ron Grant, 
who ran one of the very neat Lola 1252s and 
Bob Jarvis, who continued with the Palliser 


WDFV1, which was renamed the Davrian. 
Both these drivers could be counted on for 
‘stern opposition to the younger element and 
finished a point apart in fifth and sixth 
places in the championship with Jarvis just 
ahead, 

‘Champion: Tom Pryce, Runner-up: Brian 
Henton. 


FORMULA VEE 
Tr never_ seems to get any Detter, nor does 


it get any worse, As a means of providing 
flat-four fanatics with a comparatively cheap 
means of racing a single-seater, FV has its 
Supporters but as a spectator attraction, In 
this country at any rate, it Is a dead io: 
land should be confined to the true, 
type of meeting, The cars 
quick by modern standards, look weird and 
Ungainly. and sound like nothing on earth. 
Nevertheless, competitor interest has been 
‘maintained although centred chiefly on BARC 
and Lydden meetings, so that at least there 
is usually a decent number of cars in any 

Graham Meek, a regular participant over 
the years, emerged as the most consistently 
successful driver in his McNamara and Unser 
Vees although, as ever, it was the Austro 
Vees which provided the main opposition in 
the hands of thelr latest owners Mike Bailey, 
Keith Hollamby and Jeremy Hampshire. The 
Scarab Vees of Martin Thompson and Bruce 
Venn were also well to the fore with Venn, 
in particular, showing good form at the end 
of the year by which time Bailey, a newcomer 
at the start of the year, had faded from the 
scene. 

‘Champion: Graham Meek. Runner-up: Mike 
Bailey. 
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FORMULA 4 


‘Oh “dear! It doesn't improve. The 7S0MC 
continued to persevere with what must now 
be clearly seen to be a lost cause. Support 
for 1972 came from an organisation calling 
itself Low Cost Motor Racing, which may be 
fan accurate description of the outlay involved 
but the whole thing took on a very 
Impoverished air. Fields were very thin in- 
deed and usually had to be amalgamated 
with the Formula Fords, the fastest of which 
usually won. As a means of enabling half a 
dozen or so blokes to race obsolete F3 cars 
‘or monoposto-bodied karts, the formula may 
have @ purpose but it would surely be better 
to drop the whole thing and divert the 
energies involved towards the Monoposto 
Formula, 
Champion: Nick Crossley. No runner-up. 


MONOPOSTO FORMULA 


for 1972, the Monoposto Racing Club 
ledged the existence of the. Ford 
crossflow engine and permitted engines up 
to 1600 cc in the larger of their two classes. 
Chassis built by recognised manufacturers 
before September 30, 1966, are now 
‘admitted, too, which resulted in the Brabham 
BT18 becoming a favourite car although older 
Brabhams, as well as the very much 
encouraged one-off chassis, are still to the 
fore. By the middle of ‘the year Trevor 
Scarratt had his downdraught-engined BTI8 

going well and won most of the later ra: 
but Brian Jordan was still a formi 
opponent with his older BT15, when it stayed 
while Brian Toft showed that his 

was still highly cor 
. Derrick Colvin's 
son, ran a Merlyn Mk 10 and managed some 
good results but former champion, Chris 
Featherstone, having rebuilt his ex-Steve 
Thompson Lola T60 and clothed it in an F3 
Ensign body, had a poor year with many 
mechanical misfortunes, Alan Baillie con 
verted his FF Dulon into the Viking Mk 1 
and went well, while David Coombs 


one win. Bryan 
's Lotus 35 only ran occasionaily, b 
‘when it did, it was very much a front-runne 

The Litre class was poorly supported but 
utterly dominated by Mike Irons and his well- 
used BTI8 which started life in the hands of 
the Chequered Flag in the great days of Chris 
Irwin, After such a good year it was sad that 
Irons should end up in hospital with a broken 
log after crashing at the last Crystal Palace 
meeting 

‘Champion: 1001 to 1600 cc, Trevor Sear- 
Fatt; up to 1000 cc, Mike Irons. Runners-up = 
1001 to 1600 ce. Brian Jordan ; up to 1000 cc, 
Graham Bowskill, 


FORMULE LIBRE 
Before moving on Trom the _single-seater 


classes, mention should be made. of the 
demise of formule libre racing. Silverstone 
instituted its own championship but it 
didn't really serve its purpose of attracting 
@ nucleus of competitive single-seaters and 
Sports cars to every round. Without really 
concentrating at all two drivers found them: 
elves in with a chance of taking the title at 

end of the year and George Silverwood 
in his Chevron B19 ultimately triumphed over 
Johnny Dims Lotus 69. An added 
attraction of this championship was a barrel 
Of beer to the winner in the club house 
afterwards! 

‘Away from Silverstone, only the northern 
circuits and Ireland regularly featured good 
entries of potent single-seaters. At Croft and 
Rufforth Tony Dean would wir his latest 
CanAm and F5000 machinery, this time a 
McLaren MSD and MI4A respectively, while 
he ‘also acquired the exJohn Watson F2 
Brabham BT30/36 for a bit of fun at the end 
‘of the year. Bill Wood's McLaren MIOB and 
John Coulter's Lola T142 and Lotus 69 also 
added spectacle to these two circuits while 
Ingliston was often favoured by the fast 
Irishmen led by the Crosslé 22Fs of Brian 
Nelson and John L'Amie and John Pollock's 
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Lotus 69. Gerry Birrell also took his F2 
‘Sports Motors/Coca Cola March 722 back to 
his homeland when his morale needed a 
boost. Nelson was utterly dominant in Ireland, 
although he was given some hard races by 
Pollock, who had to rely on an FVA. for 
most of the year, as well as Ken Fildes in 
‘@ similar Crosslé which acquired a Vega 
engine and reliability, a rare combination. 

Champion : Brian Nelson. Runner-up: Tony 
Dean, 


CLUBMEN’S FORMULA 


This is the nearest thing to a real racing 
car with two seats, although front engines 
are, of course, compulsory. As predicted this 
time last year, the 1972 season developed 
into a duel between Ray Mallock's 1971 chal- 
Jenger, Geoff Friswell, and the I-litrechampion 
Noel Stanbury, who moved into the Digger 
Teague. Mallock transferred to F3 until he hit 
on the idea of sorting out customers’ cars by 
racing them, which gave Friswell and Stanbury 
something else to think about. By virtue of 
being ready for the first round of the Shell 
Gregor Grant series, Friswell with his new 
U2 Mk 11B soon pulled out a healthy lead 
while Stanbury was still sorting out his new 
Gryphon C72. An unexpected. threat came 
from Welshman Vernon Davies, who had also 
bought a new U2 with the latest Holbay 
motor, which he drove with great speed 
without quite having the experience to defeat 
Friswell or Stanbury very often. Having Stan- 
bury and Davies to worry about meant that 
Friswell could never afford to make a mistake 
If he was to take the championship since Mel: 
vyn Coon's opposition in the I-litre class was 
very much less, In the end, the strain proved 
too much and Coon's consistent speed in the 
Dino 4 gave him more points, although 
Friswell still won the class. 

Another arrival from the L-litre division 
was Sid Marler, who turned his beautifully- 
prepared Ellova into a 1600 only to see his 

fason abbreviated in a totally unnecessary 
shunt in pouring rain at Mallory Park when 
the race should never have been started. 
Rob Cochran, in between garnering gossip for 
his column in British Racing News, found 
time to earn some championship points and 
take a few non-championship wins in the 
latest Bladon BRLAB, while Malcolm Jack- 
Son persevered with the one-off Alexis Mk 21 
although one felt his talent would have been 
better deployed in a U2 or Gryphon. Barry 
Foley's rebuilt Lotus 7X was another very 
rapid contender. At Silverstone, where the 
Luton Motors Group sponsored a champion- 
ship, Bob Glass was the dominant driver 
with bis U2 Mk 8/11 although Mark 
Sharpley’s Whiskey One proved equally rapid 
‘whenever it raced. 

‘Caon was head and shoulders above the 
rest of his 1000 cc colleagues although Noel 
‘Smith's Gryphon was fast when pointing the 
right way. Del Bevans and lan Harrower 
had a pair of the pretty DRW Mk 7Cs while 
Martin White faithfully followed the Shell 


Northern take-over 


northern mod sports drivers Ted " the next pint’s on me" Worswick (TVR) 
and Jon Fletcher (Elan) battle for the lead at Brands. 


championship with his U2 Mk 11, scoring 
more points than anyone except Coon and 
Friswell. At Silverstone Peter B.ggs' Scorpion 
and Mike Harmer’s Angood controlled the 
class. 

‘Champions: 1001 to 1600 cc, Geoff Friswell; 


up to 1000 cc, Melvyn Coon, Runners-up 
1001 to 1600 ce, Noe! Stanbury; up to 1000 €c, 
Noel Smith. 


SPORTS GT 


Like formule libre, this Is a wpe of racing 
which can be very good if the internation 
boys have a spare. weekend and can be 
bothered to enter but being, by definition, 
much more restricted in scope the chances of 
@ good entry have diminished to the extent 
that races outside the Castrol Motoring News 
series are nearly non-existent. The 
unlamented death of Formula F100, and a 
Slight revision of capacity limits, at | 
brought some life to the smallest category 
while at the other end of the scale, in every 
sense, the JCB Ferrari 512M driven by Peter 
Brown provided much-needed spectacle until 
@ deal with Neil Corner took it out of Brown's 
hands and into comparative obscurity. 

The winner of the championship was 
Jeremy Lord who returned to the wheel of 
the Minilite Astra RNR with which he ha 
already taken the title in 1970. His opposi 
tion was almost negligible in the class but 
he always set out to win the race averall, 
which he several times succeeded in doing 
once the Ferrari had gone. Sheer consistency 
with a Lotus 23-based Mercury tc gave Peter 
Long second place in the class standing: 
Until the Ferrari was taken away from him, 
Brown was vying with Lord very closely for 
the championship and his place was taken bY 
Alan Fowler, builder of Mercurys, with his 
latest FVC-powered version, Otherwise the 
over 1650 cc. class cor 
Chevron B19 or 21. whi 
sorting to do for the next 2-litre sports cal 
championship race. John Jordan continued with 
his potent McLaren M6B, mainly at Silver- 
stone where he took numerous wins in sports 
and libre races before taking to the alr for 
some aerobatics, 

The redoubtable RAF officer, Les Aylott, 
campaigned his self-built Ardua for a second 
season, installing a self-prepared 1300 cc 
twin-cam Ford engine. This very DIY outfit 
demonstrated great reliability against the 
more sophisticated ex-FF100s and netted the 
class win. Probably the two fai 
were the Aldon:BRM t/ 

Thorne and John Calvert's Roy: 


RPS, both 
refugees from FF100. Once reliability had 


been obtained, Thorne proved to be the 
steadier and beat Calvert into second place 
by one point. Mark Cole's Sturdgess SL2 and 
Brian Baker's Lotus 23B were other leading 
protagonists in this clai 

Champions: Over 1650 cc, Peter Brown; 
1301 to 1650 cc, Jeremy Lord: up to 1300 ec, 
Lyndon Thorne. Runners-up Over 1650 cc, 
John Jordan; 1301 to 1650 cc, Peter Long: 
up to 1300 cc, Les Aylott. 


MODIFIED SPORTS 


Still one of the most pleasant types of club 
racing, mod sports has been under attack 
from race promoters and others who think 
that people are tired of seeing Mk 1 Sprites 
and Healey 3000s mixing it with 
‘and nimbie Elans. The answer is 
production sports car racing, Like hell it 
‘Stand up all those gentlemen who propose to 
race thelr standard V12 E-types, Alfa Mon- 
treals, 350SL Mercs and Dino Ferraris this 
year! Not to mention 914/6 Porsches, Lancia 
Fulvia Rallyes and Jensen-Healeys. The whole 
thing just doesn't make sense when a per- 
fectly successful national championship is 
replaced by something which will no doubt 
be supported, if indeed it is supported at all, 
by owners of MGBs, Midgets and Spitfir 
‘The MGCC already run classes at their meet- 
ings for road-golng cars and they seem to 
t_ well-supported. The 


Estypes 
cars that have developed over the years from 
wrecks and write-offs, not brand new, show- 
room. specimens, Surely spectators | would 
rather see these than none at all, as will 
happen with this Group 3 nonsense. Once 
‘again, as with FF100, where an attempt ws 

made to cash in on the success of Formula 


first championship 
places! Any advance on six. starters? 

‘The second controversial Issue arose when 
‘a club which seemed to have nothing to do 
‘with race organisation proposed at the Club: 
Conference that, for 1973, the smallest class 
limit should be raised to 1300 cc, offering 
some reason about competitors in autocross 
‘who use thelr brand new 1300 Spridgets, thea 
find themselves unable to progress into club 
cing. It needed a concerted effort by the 
jrrent 1150 cc Spridget owners to restore 
fome realism to the situation so that we 
now have the ludicrous situation of an official 
1300 ce class being ignored and an unofficial 

10 ce section being featured at most meet- 

Tt might Interest the instigators of the 
1300 cc move to know that the prime expo- 
ment of the 1300 Midget, Richard Jenvey, 
runs a 1330 cc unit which would have to 
be thrown away before he could run in the 
1300 section. 

Having said all that, there is no doubt 
that the days of the winning Spridget are 
numbered In the face of the rear-engined 
Ginettas and Clans, which is not to say that 
there Isn't plenty of life in British Leyland’s 
‘old. dog yet. Indeed, Ian Hall's Mk 1 Sprite 
tled on points. with Barry Wood's works 
supported Ginetta GIS for the 1150 cc clas 
‘of the STP championship while the honow 
of Triumph was upheld by Andrew Talbot's 
very quick Spitfire. Apart from Wood, the 
chief Ginetta strength lay with the front 
engined G4, and in particular that of northern 
farmer John Absalom, whose car was always 
immaculately turned-out and almost equally 
often a class winner. Roger Cowdry and 
Mike Gidden preferred to concentrate on the 
BARC’s popular Chevron Oil series with 
their G4s, Cowdry winning his clas 


The 2-litre section was the story of one 
man and his faithful steed, to wit Jon 
Fletcher and his white-where-the-cracks-don't- 
show Elan, Pursuing a dedicated policy of 
‘pending his money carefully and to good pur- 
pose on making the car go faster, and to hell 
With the bodywork, Fletcher terrorised the 
tracks allover the country coping | with 
everything except the best E-types and Wors. 
wick's TVR and winning the Chevron while 
just failing to take the STP at the last gasp. 
Fletcher derived a lot of amusement during 
the year from the failure of the much- 
acclaimed VRM Elan which was built for 
Dave Brodie. It certainly looked nice, that 
is until Brodie stuffed it at Oulton Park, and 
then we hardly ever saw it again. The afore- 
said Jenvey never gave up trying with his 
Self-developed Midget and showed what 
could be achieved with a lot of ability and 
little money. Apart from occasional forays 
by John E. Miles and his Turner Mk 3, the 
Elans of Brian Ashwood, Donald Morton and 
Max Payne were able to win when Fletcher 


24 


Is this what's meant by a modified sports car (above)? Pity they didn’t add all those rescue 
cles into this sparse race at Brands (below). 


flther spun (occasionally) or failed to enter and the reduced points for fewer starte 
{even more ‘occasionally). ‘In. Ireland Mick system left him ‘with no. chance of amasai 
Nugent running an Elan against a plethora of enough Chevron ‘points, The 84. then blew 
Spridgets so rarely had opposition worthy up to be replaced by «47 Ford V8 just as 
of his. abilty. Rhoday “Harvey-Balley ‘arrived on the scene 
‘As can be, seen from the accompanying with no less than 7 litres of Chevrolet Sting- 
"Hough had things, all Nis own ray. Unfortunately. the TVR then consumed 
Maite section “with hie eeusty another engine and had disappeared for good 
which (snow thee years sid by the time Harvey-Balley was beginning to 
Dut still as immaculate as ever. “Actually, Worswicke still won 
this TVR is one of the more modern machines 
for the mainstay of the category Is still the 
‘Ristin-Healey. 3000, of which the foremost Beating the TVR was a Jaguar but not an 
exponent was John Gott, the Chief Constable pe. Instead It was John = Plastic” Pears 
ST’Northamptonshire: unt his fetal accident son's Incredible. home-brewed —-XK120_" to 
ot Dielueerig’Seprember'In all Gott had three which the enthusiastic ‘owner had. added 
Ears/which he an In conjunction. with Peter much lightness over the years. that it wi 
Stuitn’"who concentrated en the Chevron Oil more than a match for the. later” offerin 
SMumpionship "with “some” success, “Gots of the Coventey firm, There were still plenty 
See rere sad‘ blow to motor racing for, of Es sround, particularly inthe midlands 
ss""in “eminent police ‘oficer, he was an and north-west where Brian Murphy's smart 
Ttvaluable ally of the sige of the Sporting yellow coupé began to show really” well, At 
motorist against the ‘campaigns of successive Thruxton it. was still the John Burbridge/ 
Tovernments who believe that fast cars and Tony Shaw story, the latter pursuing Chevron 
Rotor “sport are fundamentally anti-social. points elsewhere but with less enthusiasm 
‘Apart from the big. red ‘i 
Sith, ‘the only other cl 
Sonsistent measure of success was Rod Long. but Robin Gray's Lawrencetune car and the 
fon's TVR Tuscan: otherwise there was variety Stapleton “brothers. added. more spectacle to 
Supplied by sundry Triumph TR&AS, Morgan this very spectacular class of racing. In the 
Piss ds, Daimler SP250s and MGCs but litte north the ‘Smith brothers ‘kept. thelr Cobras, 
sport Mike adding a few more ccs to his ex-Shaun 
Ste Eaype, for so long the dominating Jackson car, but they were rarely seen south 
factor in the over Sitre lass, met with «of Rufforth. 
Serious challenge in 1972 from American v8, Champlons: Over 3000 ce, Ted. Worswick; 
State force, The. year before: Richard ‘Taft 2001 t© 3000 cc, Brian Hough: 1151 to 
Rad built up a Slitee TVR’ Tuscan ‘which 2000 cc. Jon Fletcher; up to 1150 cc, John 
had shown's great ture of speed but lacked Absalom. ‘Runners-up : Over. 3000 ce, John 
had shown a great turn of speed but lacked Pearson, 2001. to 3000 ce, Peter Smith, 1151 
Tiley, who has made « success of manufac. '© 2000, cc, Richard Jenvey; up to 1160 cc, 
turing this long-lasting car over the past Barry Wood. 
few ears, andhe did, a deal with former 
Evype driver ‘Ted ‘Worswick to. give, the 
eereeed aitioedesetee. (STEAL: SALOONS: _—_— 
Wortwick’ began ‘with the same 4 motor Despite, or perhaps because of, the Introduc- 
Und carried Sil before ‘him to, the extent tion of Group 1 racing there was greater 
Ghat the ‘Eype disappeared from the fray, support than ever for the long-standing maln- 
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stay of club racing, the special saloon car 
Every club meeting has at least one race for 
this type of car and there were three major 
championships with a large number of par- 
ticipants while most circuits ran a smaller 
championship of their own, each one. well 
supported. ‘The attractions of special saloon 
racing have been enumerated many times 
before but include the unlimited scope for 
individuals to develop engines and chassis 

they wish without Interference from 
publicity-conscious manufacturers who spare 
no expense and employ the very best talent 
to win at any price, 

‘A review of the saloons can only deal 
with a comparatively small number of names 
so apologies in advance to any worthies who 
have been left out. To begin with the 850s, 
Mike Evans and the immaculate Patrick 
Motors Group Mini immediately stand. out. 
Originally built by Jim Whitehouse as a 
stop-gap until a I-litre was ready, the little 
car proved so rapid, although a little slow 
off the line, that Evans continued with it all 
year, winning the Triplex championship out- 
Fight and his class in the Hepolite-Glacier, 
Evans rarely crossed swords with the former 
850 Mini king, Graeme Janzen, who con- 
centrated on the Forward Trust series and 
won his class in that although Evans pro- 
bably had a slight edge. Another ultra-quick 
Mini was built by Richard Longman for Peter 
Crouch and Neil Dineen while Robin Brookes 
and Will Lawrence ran similar cars in the 
Brands Hateh/Thruxton area with mucb 
success. The Imp opposition was weakened by 
the retirement of Mick Odell. so the only 
non-BL element came from a Mini with @ 
Holbay/Ford engine built and developed by 
Graham Lloyd, who ran ‘with some. good 
results in the ' Hepolite, 
jaChamplon : Mike Evans, Runner-up : Graeme 
Janzen, 

Lloyd's partner, John Hipkiss, at last hit 
on the right formula for success in the 1000 
ec section, fitting his purple Mini with an 
F3 Holbay’ engine and winning his Hepotite 
class after a very good season. Otherwise, 
this was not really a Ford-powered class 
Since both Terry MeNally’s and Les Nas 
Anglias fell into less competent hands. The 
Mini-Ford theme was adopted by two experi: 
fenced northern Minl-racers, Sedric Bell and 
‘Andy Barton, when they ‘realised half-way 
through the year that more power was neede 
Barton fitted one of the l-litre F2 Cosworth 
SCAs while Bell persuaded Lioyd and Hip- 
kiss to build another of their Holbay specials, 
the results being remarkably even although 
Bell was the more ambitious, travelling to 
Brands Hatch one day and biowing all the 
local hot-shoes far into the weeds. 

Main opposition to Bell and Barton in the 
north came from Alex Clacher's Imp which 
enjoyed an excellent season, while other 
Imps were raced by Ray Payne in the For. 
ward Trust, Jeff Ward in the Hepolite and 
John Homewood at Brands Hatch where he 
won the Kent Messenger title, beating long- 
time Imp expert Ray Calcutt in the process 
Normal Minis were still very popular, Peter 
Baldwin and Len Brammer (with Longman 
Preparation) in particular keeping up with 
all but the most potent, although in both 
cases they always seemed to be trying very 
hard indeed. David Gumn with another Mint 
runner-up to Baldwin in their Triplex 

Finally, it should be recorded that 
erstwhile Imp driver John Turner found a 
way of making the ex-John MacDonald 
Anglia-BRM go quickly and stay together 
sometimes. 

‘Champion: Sedrie Bell. 
Clacher. 

Wf Fords lost their grip on the litre 
section, they certainly made no impression 
fat all among the 1300s where the Cooper S 
still reigned supreme with a couple of notable 
exceptions. Bob Fox, whose name has become 
synonymous with the club Mini over the 
Years, fitted a special twin-cam Paul Ivey- 
built engine to his Mini Clubman and showed 
that he had found the answer to the ordinary 
Cooper S unless it was prepared by Richard 
Longman or driven at Brands Hatch by Terry 
Harmer. The other exception was far less 
Successful on account of numerous teething 
troubles, but should be the car to beat this 


Runner-up: Alex 
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year, namely Geoff Wood's Ford-engined, 
low-line Mini. This car cost Wood a lot of 
time and money but, at the very end of the 
year, he seemed to have found the answer 
to. everything 

Fox chased Hepolite and Forward Trust 
points and won his class in both. In the 
former he was regularly pursued by Alan 
Shaw, with a Longman-prepared car, and 
Brian Cox untit the latter demolished his 
car at Mallory. In the Forward Trust, which 
had several rounds at Thruxton, his ‘nearest 
challenger turned out to be none other than 
Longman himself, returning to his first love 
after his F3 season had ended so disastrously 
at Snetterton in October 1971. Another Long: 
man-prepared engine was acquired by John 
Chappel who was unbeatable at Oulton Park 
and Aintree at the end of the year. Likewise, 
Terry Harmer concentrated on Brands Hatch 
and Lydden to good effect and was more or 
less invincible, ‘usually with the unrelated 
Joneses, Bob “and Alan, in pursuit. Paul 
Hutton was the other quick driver of Bob 
Jones's car in many Hepolite rounds 

‘At Silverstone, where the very. popular 
Triplex series was concentrated although It 


did branch out a little for the first time, 
Paddy Chambers and Jim Balmer were very 
evenly matched and the class win was only 
decided on the last lap of the last round 
when Chambers retired. lan Briggs commuted 
around the midlands with a very smart and 
fast car but did not concentrate on any par- 
ticular series while in the north, Roger 
Matthews took over from Frank Gunn as the 
man with the fastest 1300, although the 
Clacher/Barton/Bell brigade ‘were just as 
quick 

Champior 
Longman, 

Two cars dominated the over 1300 ce 
category, one a heavy sponsored, expen: 
sively prepared variation of the basic theme, 
the other an ingeniously inexpensive inter: 
pretation of the scope allowed by the special 
saloon regs. Gerry Marshall, whose capat 
ties as a driver have been demonstrated on 
the club scene for several years, showed 
that Vauxhalls can derive as much’ publicity 
from club racing as Fords do from Group 2 
and walked off with the Forward Trust title 
with the minimum of opposition, scoring. 
46 points, 13 more than the runner-up overall 


Bob Fox 


Ruoner-up: Richard 


Nudge, ‘nudge; say no more (above). “No, no, Mr Harvey-Bailey, Corvettes a1 


‘modsports racing. not steeplechasing " (below). 
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and 34 more than the class runner-up. It 
was like taking candy from a baby. In the 
Hepolite series, on which Mick Hill’ concen- 
trated with his Lola T70-suspended, Ford 
V8-powered Capri, there was more opposition 
from the likes of Colin Hawker's Escort V6 
and Tony Sugden's Escort TC, but it was 
Still Hill at the end of the day. In the right 
conditions, Hill was completely untouchable 
but a littie rain on the track often added 


Interest to the proceedings and made the 
‘Outcome more uncertain. With Tricentrol 
Sponsorship, Hill's driving improved _ con. 


siderably and there were fewer moans heard 
about it being all due to the car, and not 
the driver, which was always rather Ironic 
considering that it was the driver who had 
designed the thing in the frst place 
Escorts were as popular in club racing as 
in G2, particularly fast BDA-engined examples 
being’ driven by Norman Hodgson and Bob 
Torrie, the former winning lots of races in 
the North, Brian Cutting rarely left his home 
base at Thruxton with his Martin V8-engined 
Escort, which won most times out at the 
Southern circuit while Tom Jeffery deserves a 
mention for some very consistent outings in 
his Escort TC. Norman Abbott's exotic and 
fragile Escort with 2-litre FVA failed to pro- 
duce the results Its conception warranted and 
was sold to Tate of Leeds for Chris Meeks 
benefit, after Tate's own Escort VB, built by 
Chas Beattie, had been disposed of to Doug 
Niven, another good driver of an Escort BDA 
fat Ingliston and Croft. The VE theme was 
ken to splendid extremes by Tony Hazle- 
wood who designed a Daf-Rover, which looked 


like a Daf, sounded like a Formula 5000 car, 
and was ‘suspended like a March. Unfor- 
tunately, it also seemed to spin like a top 
but. once sorted, should give the Boss Capri 


something to work for. Tony Strawson began 
the year with a hacked-about version of one 
of the famous Coombs racing 3.8 Jaguars 
before turning to another veteran of the 
British Saloon Car Championship, the ex- 
Gartlan Ford Falcon with both of which he 
was often a front runner At Ingliston Bill 
Dryden's Firenza kept the GM flag flying, Des 
Donnelly and Jackie Paterson doing likewise 
In Ireland in Viva OTs. 

Champion: Gerry 
Mick” Hill 


PRODUCTION SALOONS 


‘Anyone who has read through the sections 
fon mod sports and special saloons will have 


Marshall. Runner-up 


Surely appreciated the great variety of 
machinery. which is to be found in these 
classes of racing, Be that as it may, the 


powers that be in their eternal search for 
Something different, decided that the public 
wanted to see standard vehicles lurching 
round the tracks at half the speed and 
covered with advertising material. The ads 
{immediately meant that the cars on the track 
looked far removed from the normally-hued 
models seen on the roads so that the average 
Spectator needed to look no further to realise 
that they were watching something which, in 
its own way, had as little to do with the 
Standard product as a special saloon. Under- 
neath the’ sign-writing could be found expen- 
sively-blueprinted engines, “ legally" lowered 
suspensions, racing tyres, limited-slip diffs 
and internailonal-class drivers. This was sup- 
posed to be club racing! All those luminaries 
who stated that Gl would be cheap, and 
Ideal for the beginner with his road car, 
should have publically apologised. 

Generally speaking, the racing was repeti- 
tive with the same cars doing the same things 
weekend after weekend. To begin with, there 
was something appealing about the unlikely 
‘angles at which the cars could be driven but, 

they became more sorted, the great di 
Parity In performance between the various 
Classes could no longer be disguised. Of 
course there was some good racing as there 
can be even in F4. One cunning move 
fon the part of several entrants was to pro- 
vide cars for journalists, thereby ensuring 
that GI constantly received copious and 
favourable coverage in certain’ quarters, 
AvrosPort’s pages included. 

Classes were divided on the Dutch system 


28 


on a price basis, which worked tolerably 
well until homologation of expensive extras 
turned the whole thing into a farce. In the 
bottom drawer were’ the state-subsidised 
Moskviches which offer a lot of car at a 
ridiculously low price. All that was needed 
was a good driver, Tony Lanfranchi obliged, 
and the championships were both sewn up 
with almost perfect scores. Lanfranchi’s oppo 
sition came chiefly from Bill Sydenham's 


Honda 
Mallory 
which recalled the early racing Minis 


1600, which actually won once at 
in the rain, and John Worton's Mini 
th 


Its narrow tyres and wild understeer. 


‘Champion : 


Bil 


Tony Lanfranchi. Runner-up: 


‘ydenham. 


Between £500 and £800 less tax you could 
choose either a Ford Escort Sport or a Ford 


Escort. Spo! 
rebuild it 


The marshals don't seem to be able to find the spider — well 


eccident happened at Silverstone (a Catchpole joke !) 


att 


Mick Hill explains his misfortune to ¢ marshal 
"Watch out, Richard (Lloyd), they're coming to 


ity 


et you 


‘strip it down and completely 
into a racing car and then you 


of course they won't, this 


see tes ~_ 
” Well, Brian, {t just went straight on (above). 


(below). 
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‘might win the class, Best at this game was 
Ivan Dutton, who ran with Lyons Tea spon 
sorship, closely followed by Jeremy Walton 
and John Lyon. Lyon had a car sponsored by 
the Trustee Savings Bank and prepared by 
Richard Longman, who was turning his atten- 
tion partly away’ from Minis, and shared it 
with ‘Longman himself and David Minchin, 
This car never seemed to handle as well as 
the other two but there was very little to 
choose beween the three drivers. Graig Hin- 
ton thought he had hit on the right idea with 
an NSU 1200TT until someone discovered 
that Motor and Autocar had failed to incor- 
orate the price reductions in thelr new car 
guides which governed 
elevated to a higher cl 
totally uncompetitive and one Is left marvel- 
ling at the ways in which the lists could be 
fiddled deliberately, ‘bearing in 
Motor was a co-sponsor of another cham- 
plonship contender. Alan Foster and Dick 
Jacobs of MG fame got together to run an 
MG 1300, which looked as standard as it 
probably ‘was. Its early success and sub- 
Sequent trouncing was a classic example of 
what went wrong with Gl during the year. 

Champion: John Lyon, Runner-up: Alan 
Foster 

Chrysler UK employee Bernard Unett, 
sponsored by MOPAR, the spare parts off- 

brought the Hillman 

"e track in the £800 
to £1100 section to match it against a host 
of Vauxhall Firenzas, led by GM's own GM, 
Gerry Marshall. If the rules had been rigidly 
enforced, both should have been disqualified 
from the championships before the season 
‘was over for running ineligible cars at Mal- 
lory Park and Thruxton respectively, but 
somehow they weren't. Would it have been 
different for a private owner? As it was 
Un 'BARC/Britax championship 
class and Marshall, 


Vauxhalls which benefited from 
the larger engine during the year were 
those of Dennis Thorne and Tim Stock, who 
fat times was capable of giving Mai 
good run. This was also the class for the 
discontinued 1275 Cooper S, and the Escort 
Mexico, Alan Curnow found that life as a 
Private owner in a works game wi 
much and had to pull out ‘aft 
lke Foster with the MG 1300, that 
saloons were far more fun to watch than 
homologation specials. Most of the Mexicos 
concentrated on their own championship, 
particularly after an oll pump modification 
which is permissible for that was declared 
legal for Gi racing. However, Allan Wilkin- 
severed more than most with some 


Gerry Marshall, x 


‘The rich man's class began as a BMW 
benefit and ended in favour of Chevrolet, 
which displeased the builders of slightly 
cheaper cars who immediately proposed th 
there should be an upper price limit, pi 
sumably to eliminate the costly BMW CS and 
then, after discovering that this would not 
keep out the Chevrolet Camaro, someone 
proposed a minimum import quote. BMW 
began the season very well prepared with 
two 2002Tiis driven mainly by Roger Bell of 
Motor, supported by John Bloomfield. and 
Mike “Woolley. Opposition came from the 
two Roger Clark-entered Alfa Romeo GTVs 
driven by brother Stan and former European 
Touring Car Champion, John Handley, and 
& Citrotn SM for Mike Beckwith. Enter Ford, 
with some very lurchy Capris and their G2 
drivers, Daves Matthews and Brodie. Stil the 
BMWs won, particularly after Bell was given 
4 CS, but then Ralph Broad set to work on 
turning a road-going Capri into a G1 racer. 
The BMWs went off to Spa, the Citroen 
lost interest and the Alfas got left behind 
and the only fly in the ointment was Richard 
Lloyd and his Camaro. Gabriel Konig had 
shown earlier in the year that a Camaro was 
‘a match for everything else at that stage but 
Lloyd, after sorting out several tiresome teeth- 
ing troubles, was consistently able to defeat 
the Capris, mueh to Fords’ annoyance. It 


wrnardUnett, 


AUTOSPORT, FEBRUARY 8, 1973 


will be a pity if politics eliminate the big 
American cars and we are left with an even 
more tedious procession of Capris, Mexicos 


and_ Sports. 
Runner-up: 


‘Champion. 
Roger Bell, 

Castrol continued to support the separate 
championship, begun in 1971, for Gi Escort 
Mexicos and the racing continued to be as 
keenly contested on and off the track. Once 
again the closely-matched cars created 
spectacle which was just not available in Gl 
Proper but this very evenness led to a lot of 
undersirable driving, the results of which 
may look great in the Daily Express but do 
little good for the future of motor racing 
‘Andy Rouse rather spoilt things at the very 
front because his talented driving was aided 
by a Brosdspeed car, than which there is 
nothing better, and he always had a slight 
edge. Colin Vandervell took time off from F3 
to try saloon racing and suggested that the 
‘must be more driving ability halfway down an 
F3 field than at the from of Mexico race 
Vandervell won once or twice and ended 
up second ahead of Barrie Williams and Rod 
Mansfield, two very experienced drivers who 
also showed that skill can still triumph over 
stock car tactics. 

Champion: Colin Vandervell. Runner-up 
Andy Rouse. 


MINI MIGLIA AND MINI 7 


The Mini? C continued with thelr two 
very successful cheap saloon formulae which 
still provide far and away the best means 
for an impecunious driver to enter motor 
racing and stand a chance of doing well 
Several Mini-7 men have found the sport 
to their liking and moved on to more 
sophisticated classes but others race happily 


Dave Matthews, 


Didn't he do well. 


for several years in the friendly club atmos- 
phere, One such driver is Mick Osborne who 
Seems to have been racing his dayglo Minis, 
first in the 850 formula, for a long time, 
This time, with Len Brammer out of the way 
in special saloon racing, Osborne had little 
trouble in winning the Mini Miglia trophy for 
the I-litre cars, where the degree of modift- 
cation is strictly controlled but sufficient to 
allow speeds comparable wih some of the 
fastest special saloon Minis. Osborne's chief 
opponents were Jim Burrows and Phil Spur- 
ling with Ian French often in the running, 

Champion : Mick Osborne. Runner-up : Phil 
Spurling. 

‘The 850 boxes remain amazingly durable, 
making up in closeness and reliability. what 
they lack’ in speed although, as with the 
Mexicos, the closeness can lead to multiple 

junts. Reg Armstrong won most of the races 
and the championship while Mick Moss won 
the TEAC series at Snetterton and Lydden 
Other leading runners included Chris Tyrrell, 
Danny Boulton and Tony Westbrook. 

Reg Armstrong. Runner-up: 


FORMULA 1200 


Readers of recent letters In our correspon 
dence columns may have gathered that For- 
mula 1200 is 


ind’ loss of 
rection. In the end, the changes will prox 
bably have little effect on this low-cost sports 
car formula which began as the 1172 formula 
just after the war when all that anyone had 
was a side-valve Ford 10 power unit. This 
year the ohv Ford will be joined by the 
Hillman Avenger engine but the cars will 
remain basically the same, if so many dif- 
ferent shapes could be said to be the same, 


CLUB RACE WINNERS 1972 


NE ee eee eee ae 


One of the delights of F1200 is the freedom 
which allows constructors to follow the front 
or rear-engined idiom at will, with all- 
enveloping bodywork also possible. 

‘A proprietary, front-engined device won the 
1972 championship in the shape of a U2 Mk 
& driven by Peter Cooke, whose standard 
‘of preparation tended to show up some of 
his ‘colleagues. But chasing Cooke all the 
way was, the aerodynamic, mid-engined 
Tetranychus Telarius, built and driven by 
Mike Taylor which was fast but less reliable. 
It these two cars dominated most races, 
they certainly did not always win and John 
Tasker’s Centaur, with one win to its credit, 
took second place in the championship stand- 
ings ahead of Neil Padden's Toucan, which 
won twice, and John Corboy's U2. Taylor, 
despite his’ speed, could only manage enough 
points for fifth place. Two occasional ‘run 

who were fast’ when they appeared, 
were David ‘Childs (Spook) and Arthur Mal- 
Tock who showed that he had lost none of 
his old touch in one of his own cars. 

‘Champion: Peter Cooke. Runner-up: Mike 
Taylor, 


FORMULA 750 


Now nearly all_Rellant-propelied and spon- 
sored by the Tamworth concern too, these 
little cars. maintained their popularity and 
allowed a lot of ingenuity to be exercised on 
& very tight budget. Most intriguing car of 
the year was Robin Smyth's Warren, which 
was not only rearengined but also super- 

‘ged, permissible with the 750. side-vaive 

‘This car won three times during the 


= 30, cnrie Meee 


championship. 1971 cham- 
his DC Plus again, 
id second place to New: 
‘than 

ever in his neat little GT for third overall. 
‘A car to watch in 1973 may well be the 
latest offering from John Giles, whose JGS 
began to show great form at the end of 


David Newman. Runner-up: 


s It really, We've omitted historic 
nd vintage racing which really deserves an 
article of its own now that it has prospered 
so much outside the VSCC with the JCB 
Championship. The attraction of the sports- 
racing cars of the fifties has resulted, amongst 
other things, in the sight of Gerry Marshall 
ina Lister-Jaguar, Put him in a Ferrari and 
we would never know that Gonzalez had 
fetired! ‘The JCB. champion was another 
"modern" racer, Willie Green, in a Maserati 
TOI while it was fitting that the last meeting 
‘at the historic Crystal Palace circuit, which 
the GLC has given over to the sports at 
which this country never suceeds, should be 
for the historic cars which will still be racing 
Jong after every Formula Ford and racing 
Mini ts on the scrap heap. 


Nice one, Gerry. 
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INTRODUCING: THE QUICKEST, BEST BUILT FORMULA FORD YET 


CHASSIS: Multi-tubular space frame using 
round, square, rectangular and oval tube 
Designed to provide superior torsional stiff- 
ness, shunt resistance, and accessibility 


SUSPENSION: Refined conventional lay-out. 
Fully adjustable and very quick and easy to 
set up. Geometry results from intensive study 
and development to provide highest cornering 
power, forgiveness and stability. All compo- 
nents to Formula 2 standards. Inboard RR 
brakes standard 


BODY: Self-coloured fibreglass with separate 


nose, cockpit, tank covers and ducts. Devel- 
oped to give low drag with. maximum driver 
protection. Perfect fit. 


Early testing indicates that the MRE is the quickest, best handling Formula Ford ever and serious 
competitors are invited to arrange for test drives 


Our production schedule calls for only ten Formula Ford cars in 1973. All MRE drivers will benefit 
from the best possible support in spares, development and technical assistance. 


£1,950 complete, £1,650 less engine. 


For more information contact 


MRE RACING SERVICES LTD, 
1 STATION ROAD, BOURNE END, 
, BUCKINGHAMSHIRE, ENGLAND. 


Tel: Bourne End 22802, 24484. 


Rally and track events all over the world 
= ° are consistently won by drivers who choose 
where the action is Minilite magnesium wheels. 
= = © Minilites are beautifully designed and made. 
Each wheel is thoroughly tested and proved 
before it leaves Tech-Del. 


wat 


today for full details, stating 
the make of your car 


Please send Minilite details 


MINILITE © ga 


the strongest lightest safest wheelsinthe world [Rumer 


= 
Made in England by TECH DEL LTD. 32-36 Telford Way London W.3. Tel: 01-743 0103 
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The Mark 6, which is Adrian's latest baby, 
consists of a basic monocoque centre section 
with contoured interior, seat moulding being 
included in the interior bodywork. There are 
three major mouldings involved: the under. 
tray and wheel arches, interior pan and one 
piece outer body section. Loose panels. con: 
Sist. of a bolted on front section with a 
removable access panel for spare wheel and 
front compartment, and a bolted-on rear sec 


tion with a hinged panel for day-to-day 
access to the engine compartment. The engine 
is mounted from a metal framework bolted 
into the rear section of the car, while the 
front suspension is easily boked fo the fibre- 
alas pan. 


Clapham’'s very own 


Imp-based GT car 


Few GT cars based on a production saloon 
‘can have been inspired at quite such an early 


Stage as the Davrian. Adrian Evans, manag. 
ing director of Davrian Developments, first 
glimpsed a Hillman Imp in a Wembley pub 


tar park in the early months of 1963, before 
the car had even been offered to the’ public 
‘and this, combined with the looks and engine 
positioning of the Porsche 904s and Ferrari 
EMs went towards the production of the Mk 


T Davrians, Adrian, at that time a structural 
engineer In the building trade, built two Mk 
Is'in his front room in Grove Park, and they 
first saw light of day in 1965. Two years 
after, Adrian moved into premises in that 
hive’ of motoring enterprise, North Stree 

Clapham, and so Davrians moved into produc 
tion. Later, Adrian became “father” to such 


later projects as Hugh Dibley's Palliser con: 
cern and Gerry. Birrell's successful Formula 
Ford campaign when he bought the lease of 
the yard at number 65. 

The Mark 1 used an Imp flocrpan, with 
plywood providing further strength in the 
Open car, but despite the builder's preference 
to plywood, when the car moved. into full 
production, Adrian accepted that fibreglass 
Would have to be used to provide the basic 
moulds, However, Adrian's other talent, the 
Structural side, considerably helped in making 
the mould rigid, so that as few heavy 
strengthening parts would have to be used, 
thus keeping the entire car as light as pos 
sible. 


In @ secluded spot in Clapham, the Mark 6 Davrian (right) shows up the slightly different line 


As well as using the Imp engine and run: 
ning gear, production Davrians also use front 


Suspension, hand brake, and at present, the 
Pedal assembly, but the latter is due to be 
Changed quite’ soon, using floor mounted 
equipment. The frontal area on the Mark 6 
contains the spare wheel, master cylinders, 
wiper motor etc, leaving little or no room for 
any sort of luggage. Despite the excellent 
fuel consumption of a Davrian, a point 1 
shall expand on later, each car is fitted with 


twin aluminium fue 
each front wheel and 
than a more rigid version 5 
bend rather than split. Each tank holds 
four gallons and is topped with » Monza 
Rip-up polished petrol cap. Each car is auto. 
matically fitted with a roli-over bar, and full 
cage can be supplied, although Adrian has 
never heard of such equipment ever having 
to be used! With all the frontal area taken 
up with equipment, where does the luggage 
0? Well, as the engine bangs out at the 


tanks mounted. behind 
surrounded with foam 


tion. Soft aluminium is used rather 
that tanks will 


back, and the seats are mounted into the 
bulkhead, there would seem to be little 
room, but somewhere between these two, 
there's about 10 cubic foot of space, about 


enough to accommodate <wo small suitcases. 
As with a number of GT cars, the Davrian 
Uses pop-up headlights which are operated by 
2 cable and. pulley arrangement, although 
some hydraulic system could be utilised. 
While earlier models had slide-up perspex 


windows, Adrian's latest offering has wind-up 
glass or perspex units, and the rear quarter 
lights may be opened if desired 


Adrian Evans was kind enough to let me 
use two of his cars, although it must be sal 
that neither car was really tested extensively, 
as they had to disappear to the other end of 
the country for a show. 1 was really thrown 
in at the deep end (if that’s possible with an 
875 cc car) by being entrusted with Adrian's 
personal car, which also doubles as the works 
hack. Some hack! The suspension was 
screwed up to non-existence and the lan 
Carter overseen engine was turbocharged to 
give somewhere around 105 bhp. Drive was 
through a Jack Knight gearbox, but bitza 
selectors made the change from third to 
Second rather stiff. To keep the oil on the 
move, a high pressure pump drones by one’s 
Fight’ ear, but almost every other noise is 
drowned by the engine, as on this particular 
car, the sound-proofing was almost  non- 
existent 


First, let_me say 
really 


that there were two 
impressed me about the 
1 did. about 130. miles in 
his car, 1 was amazed by, 
and thoroughly enjoyed the tremendous ac: 
Celeration, which at one time found me doing 
nearly 70 mph in second. Afterwards, on 


things ‘that 


returning to Clapham, I was told that the 
turbocharger omly came in at around 6,000 
rpm, and I'd only just got into that doing 


70! However, in the 130 miles, because of the 
Unpredictable handling due to the suspension 
Settings, I never approached the claimed 130 
mph top speed but despite using good revs In 
the gears, 1 still used less than four gallons 


during the entire trip, an average of over 
30 mpg. 
My first few miles were in London when 


the car tended to get 
queues, but once ‘on the open road, the 
temperature soon dropped, and 1 was quite 
amazed that so many cars on the open road 
Suddenly seemed to be going so slowly! I've 
never experienced cars just disappearing in 
the mirror before, and one tends to look at 
Lotus Elans etc In anew light, despite being 
almost half cheir capacity. While acceleration 
was the great joy, the handling I found very 
tricky. I've driven an Imp regularly on the 
road for some years, and while appreciating 
the power from the soceleration, find that the 
car's steering has the mind ‘of a Happy 
Wanderer, with a fatal attraction for the 
underside of large lorries, so 1 suppose 1 
Would treat this aspect with caution. Adrian's 


of Adrian Evans’ turbocharged Mark 5. 


2 bit hot waiting in 
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oar was never as bad as our standard Imp, 
but anyway, Adrian said I was probably try. 
ing too hard, with apprehension, 

“The interior of the car was sparsely uphol 
stered, and I found the thick leather-rimmed 
Steering wheel considerably obscured both 
the rev counter and the speedo. Davrian 
offer a sun-roof as an extra, and being a bit 
of a fresh-air nut, I had it open the whole 
time, never once feeling the cold or using the 
heater, although the excitement of keeping 
the wee beastie on the road may have had 
something to do with it. The Davrian seats 
are really the dip in the bulkhead lightly 
Upholstered, giving a comfortable reclining 
position, which entirely suited me, although 
for a more generously upholstered soul, the 
seating may be a bit tight across the hips! 

Adrian's second offering was the standard 
production Mark 6 which was on the com: 
pany's stand at the Racing Car Show. With 
& standard 875 cc engine, the car was less 
noisy, and because the suspension was softer 
I found the handling gave me no worries at 
all and quickly reached speeds which kept 


me on tenterhooks in Adrian's car. In city 
traffic, the car behaved beautifully, quite 
apart from its well-finished blue paintwork 
ftracting admiring glances from both male 
And female species ‘of the population. The 
Standard production car has a well-uphol 
Stered interior of Vinyde, and carpeting, 


which appeared to fit well and stay in pos! 
tion. I found it difficult to heel and toe, but 
as mentioned earlier, the pedal assembly is 
to be changed making the action easier 
Whereas the instrument. panel is. directly in 
front of the driver on the Mark 5, the Mark 


G has a central console overcoming the 
obscurance of instruments, which consisted 
of speedo and rev counter, ammeter, oll 
pressure and temperature gauge. There ism 
fuel gauge as the idea Is to run down one 
tank, switch over to the other when it runs 
dry, and then refill the first tank again, but 
warning lights are to be incorporated 

T found it Interesting to note other road 
users’ reaction to this uncommon car, for at 
all times I found myself being waved on and 
Renerally helped on my way. However 
also attracted Interest from the law, in parti 
Cular, two unmarked police cars travelling in 


Gf the Dorking by-pass, some’ five: tues 

Be how machi does, fe vost. to. bay chi 
Grants 1a bulla Bt nome and supply The Sora 
nant car with either all new or reconditioned ‘The framework from which the engine \s suspended is easily seen above, with the turbo- 
firsGo' mark aWhough this Indhades Mog GF 
Suc ahomsisicas ‘whstio, full tascrtsmennstion 
fd soot belie ne Delivery tne is four 
Sik. weaks for tke bodyeusl and ‘upto. id 
Wwealls for ke. comptes component car 

or. the ‘future, Develan eve produced a 
Malnivongived ‘cat’ bor ‘Sill retgiaing che’ tap 
Funning! paar, sadltits ustog” imap hosts ond 
ta che Demea, nad the Racing’ Car ‘seoe 
tar ‘boasted en Oneli-tuned, wait “On oe 
Gack Detvlas are tunalog’ three ‘semi-worts 
ier’ sod ‘Ghnetts 

A, cussher of sally, Deveiabs, wil sito be 
sean to'be doing ‘baste with Clana’ with care 
tn offer for Alletac’ Martin; who” will be 
doing she Scouton Rally Champioesnup” tne 
Wooticock wen wil have a Deana, aid Tis 
Duties, whol usw Me on che Sherry 1 

‘When summing up. Adrian Evans: 
ie Yo nt diltcult co” accept the excuse ot 
Wantages. of the’ phecomeeal. petrol convume: 
tion, pleasing looks ‘and’ of course, cxcellegt 
Performance. One's: misgivings are’ thet its 
Gectdedly, two "seated ithe title. foot f 
IngstpaybUr'1_ was cectaiely sony "ta" tae 
tei Sicstng Gr ser boat to Congas, aes 
Jee terwasl Sery maven so my tet pane 
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It is already the second week of February, 
just over four weeks to go and then the 1973 
domestic motor racing season gets under way 
for eight long months. Are you ready for it? 
If your car is built, tested, race prepared, 
refilled with your free oil, ‘topped up with 
petrol, immaculately clean and tied on to your 
legally lit trailer, or loaded on the taxed, 
tested and insured transporter; and you the 
driver have renewed your club membership 
‘and racing licence, got yourself a full set of 
racing clothing, sent your entry form in and 
had it accepted, mapped out the route to the 
circuit, then you score nine marks out of 10. 
‘Why not 10 you all cry? Simple, a racing car 
and driver is never ready to go until the Union 
Jack is lowered on the grid and a great 
umber are not ready even then. 

All over the country a winter of hard work 
of building and preparing this year's competi- 
tive machinery will be either nearing the end, 
or the worker is bankrupt and being sued f 
divorce due to absenteeism from his marital 
duties, Only those who have to prepare a 
racing car really know how much time is taken 
Up and what it really involves. 1 am a real 
hypocrite and am going to try to exnlain 


‘what it involves, Hypocrite ? Certainly, 1 have 
my own car but have never got my hands 
really dirty In getting it ready to race, From 
the ‘numerous ‘letters arriving each month 
marked personal and bearing the stamp of my 
bank I am regularly informed that T cannot 
afford to own a racing car and in trying to 


kot some sort of idea what it takes to 
ear ready for me to Ro ego-tripping. 
fact the second year of 
racing for me and one in which the problems 
Were more apparent as the car was wholly 
mine, ‘The decision to have another go was 
taken back In October 1971 and that’s when 
fall the work started. Having made the decision 
to go racing and having decided that you 
can afford it the first thing to do Is to find o 
car. Each person has his own preferences and 
Tor mo it was clubmen's as before. A large 
number of newcomers start with secondhand 
‘cars and in many wavs this is ideal. A thouht- 
ful buyer will choose @ proven car which he 
knows will be competitive. However only the 
very, very lucky ones can buy a car and Bo 
Straight abead and race it without laying & 
finger on it. It is all very well to adjust the 
ting and wing mirrors but after a full 
fteason’s racing there are a lot of things which 
need replacing or at least a thorough check 
land clean, Parts may look good on the surface 
but could give trouble after two or three 
races during the season. The fatal mistake is 
to, say "that's not important now, we'll look 
a it during the season" and then leave It 
Time flies very quickly once the season s'arts 
and more often than not, these things . get 
Overlooked and then give trouble which ‘can 
‘mean missing out races 

Planning ahead is very Important. Make the 
decision about what car you want and get it 

‘soon as possible. October to March may 

jem a long time but hold-ups on deliveries 
Of parts occur frequently and those days lost 
fare precious indeed. I repeat something that T 
have mentioned often in the past—do not 
underestimate the task. T have done this on 
two consecutive years and missing out those 

rly couple of races and valuable testing time 
means that you do not really get on an even 
par until the middle of the year. 

‘When choosing a car, new or old. consider 
things like delivery dates, availability of 
spare parts, how much work you have got to 
do yourself, where you are going to keep it; 
whether you can get anyone to help you. Ali 
these things are important and should be 
settled before the car is bought. After a year 
‘of clubmen's racing with the very first 
Gryphon, which was totally written off and 
given to'a rather shocked North West London 
Harold Steptoe, 1 decided to ask Gryphon 
designer /constructor Andy Diamond if he would 
‘consider bullding a new car for 1972. At the 
time he was undecided about building any 
more cars and had not got a new design 
ready. He ther surprised that 1 should 
want to take a gamble on'a new design. How- 
ever his work for us on the old car and on 
the other Gryphons that had appeared was so 


Gryphon designer Andy Diamond (left) and John Heltman, builder of the author's car, check 


impressive that there really was no other 
choice. The car was ordered towards the end 
of October. 

The problems of finding a lock-up to work 
in near central London are enormous. Finding 
something under €5 is very difficult and some 
were as much as €35 per week. Nevertheless 
T was very fortunate to get one for £1 per 
week from a friend who kindly parked his car 
fn the open. As I totally lack any sort of 
mechanical ingenuity somebody was going to 
have to build the car up for me once we had 
the chassis and all the bits. To pay somebody 
to look after a club racing car is something 
that few competitors can do. 1 was lucky 
‘enough to have a good friend in John Heitman 
‘who was prepared to give up work just to look 
after and build my racing car all for nothing 
for which I'am eternally grateful. Anyone else 
in the same position is extremely fortunate 
but if you do have @ problem finding some- 
body to help out try advertising in the local 
papers for an enthusiast to help with a racing 
car, state that there are no wages, but free 
entry to meetings, and unless you live in the 
‘Outer Hebrides I'm sure you will get numerous 
replies and find somebody suitable. 

‘On January 1, 1972, we picked up our brand 
new chassis and with garage and builder 
organised the project started off in earnest. The 
first thing to do was to get the chassis stove- 
enamelled. This baked-on paint covering is a 
‘very important item as not only does it prevent 
rust but also gives the car a smart look. The 
stove-enamelling of the bassic chassis was 
done at Arch Motors and while we were there 
we spotted a nice oll tank in the corner and 
came away the same afternoon having spent 
just 17. 


by IAN PHILLIPS 


‘The next step was to panel the chassis. The 
aluminium and numerous other items were 
from the other major clubmen's manufacturer 
the Mallock family. The alloy comes at €2 per 
sheet and we needed six. The first frightening 
expense was the cost of the rivets needed to 
put the panels on the car once they had been 
laboriously measured and cut. At nearly €1 per 
100, by the time you have broken a few in the 
pop-rivet gun and lost a few and put all the 
Panels on, it becomes an expensive business. 
‘The fashion now seems to be to use half a 
dozen Dzus fasteners on similar cars to mine, 
instead of about 500 rivets. When the panelling 
was completed we picked up the suspension 
parts from Andy Diamond and sent them to 
Dave Brodie's Alex plating works for 
chroming. This is not an expensive process and 
Tooks a great deal smarter and thus more 
professional on a club racing car than either 
hand painted or stove enamelled parts. 

‘Spherical bearings on the ends of all suspen- 
sion pieces is now common practice in virtu- 
ally all forms of racing. However for the 
private individual to get hold of the things is a 
nightmare. The Gryphon needed some Ampep 
joints and some Rose joints. When we had the 
sizes from Andy Diamond, getting chem was 
the problem. It took nearly ‘six weeks to get 
fall of those we needed and it meant chasing 

4 phoning all over the country for them. The 
cost was also simething of a surprise; for the 
whole car to be properly jointed it cost over 
£100. 

‘The joints also need careful checking dur- 
Ing the season to see if they have worn or 
bent at all. Some of the heavily stressed 
ones do tend to wear out quite quickly and it 
is advisable to carry some with you to 
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first ever run at Silverstone. 


circuits. In 1971 1 was turned down by a 
sorutineer at Castle Combe for having a bent 
one on a rear radius arm. Having no spare 
I was at a loss what to do, Hoping for the 
best we swopped the bent one with a straight 
‘one from the other side and showed the 
scrutineer our great work. Without rechecking 
the other side he passed it and we raced 
but it ts not worth taking the risk really 
and not all scruts are that stupid. 

‘While waiting for the joints we ordered the 
nuts and bolts. Andy Diamond supplied cer- 
tain of those needed but we also wanted 
some others. Having found a ‘place in North 
East London that agreed to supply our order 
we then had to walt for something Ike 
two months to get everything we needed, and 
in the end we had to find somewhere else 
to get them. Promises in such situations 
rarely mean much and even cash beforehand 
didn’t help. 

‘However while all this was going on work 
continued on the car. We decided to have 
our own back end treatment on the car, 
leaving it basically open. The ingenious Mr 
Heitman designed a tubular structure incor- 
porating the petrol tank, and a flat rear body 
top and aerofoll mounting. Our petrol tank 
was made to order by Grand Prix Metalcraft, 
who also had to modify the oll tank. The 
petrol tank cost just £19 and the service 
there was excellent. The tubular framework 
hhad to be stove enamelled and this was done 
at C&C Products in South London in just a 
couple of days. 

One thing to check on a secondhand car 
fs the shock absorbers ; even if they are not 
dud after a season or more racing (they should 
not be) it is worth while sending them back 
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to the relevant company to have them 
checked. The Gryphon comes with Spax 
shockers and their service has been excellent 

For people building club racing care major 
manufacturers’ clearout sales are. always 
worth a visit. Even if they are not having @ 
sale, buying parts is not usually a problem, 
‘Small things like switches, hoses, unions and 
so on which are difficult to trace otherwise 
can all be obtained from these sources. Dur- 
ing the year we visited March, Lola and 
Brabham for various bits and pieces. In our 
travels we picked up good cheap brake call 
pers, a new Varley battery for £4, a combined 
oll and water radiator and many other useful 
bits and pieces. Brabham even managed to dig 
out some old BT21 caliper mounts for us 
although this did take some ume. 

Wheels can sometimes be a. problem as 
they are very expensive items" new. The 
trouble with buying second-hand ones is 
that they invariably have to be modified to At 
and are not always satisfactory. We put in @ 
special order to Minilite and our set were 
ready stove enamelled matt black in three 
weeks for £130. 

‘After many trials and tribulations with our 
home brew engine in 1971 we decided to get 
@ second-hand Holbay unit this year. We were 
lueky enough to be able to pick up Ray 
Mallock’s championship winning mill for £600 
and it went straight into the car. We had no 
trouble with the engine at all during the year, 
although finding the right plugs to put in 
took some time. However both Brian Mella of 
Motorcraft. and John Glover of Champion 
vere very helpful and the problem was soon 
solved. The engine was rebuilt just once dur- 
Ing the year by Davron Developments in 
Newport Pagnell (who prepared it the year 
before) which cost us £50 including a full 
brake test. Unies you are an expert engine 


established manufacturer tend to take more 
time and trouble with the engine 

Getting an exhaust system for the engine 
was a problem however. The U2 system with 
which it had been fitted obviously was not 
suited to a Gryphon, and although Andy 
Diamond now produces them, he was up to 
this eyes in work, so we decided to look 
elsewhere. After trying many establishments 
who all wanted a number of weeks to do the 
job, we went to Maxperenco (manufacturers 
of Dulon cars) who measured i up in a 
matter of minutes and produced if about 
10 days later. 

‘Originally we wanted to use 2 Mk 1 Lotus 
Cortina gearbox but after visiting every scrap 
yard we knew, and reading Exchange and 
Mart until we were blind, we were unable to 
trace ‘one and so our old Wooler had to be 
mended and modified. The problem with this 


was that Wooler no longer make gearboxes 
Off the shelf and so we had to do it our 
selves. At the same time we fitted a set of 
Special ratios obtained from the Mallocks at 
£50. These worked well initially but after 
10 races broke up. A number of people had 
this problem although ours lasted’ longer 
than anyone else's. In fact gearbox problems 

layed havoc for about four meetings. We 
tried to skimp our way through with bodge 
repairs but it just was not worth the aggrava- 
tion. In the end we bought a new Bullit box 
via Broadspeed and had'a needle roller con: 
version put on first by Ajax Engineering in 
Coventry (run by clubman’s driver John 
Smart) at a cost of €14. From then on, there 
were no problems at all 

‘Tyres are an expensive item costing around 
£130 per set. To a lot of club racing people 
that isa fairly prohibitive figure but all the 
big teams seem ‘to discard thelr tyres when 
they are half worn; some just stack them up 
in garages and never advertise them. If you 
can drop in on some of the teams you will 

imost certainly find something you need at 
a good price. I bought a set of intermediates 
from F3 driver Andy Sutcliffe, kept the fronts 
and sold the rears and then obtained a set 
Of used rear slicks and then Firestone hand 
cut a tread in them. The full set of tyres 
cost me altogether £5 and lasted a year. When 
Firestone introduced their new FS wets. at 
Monaco the previously all conquering Dunlop 
became obsolete for. the majority, and 
consequently there were many sets going for 
@ song. I picked up an unused set from F3 
‘man John Macdonald for £60. It is well worth 
keeping an eye open for tyre changes in the 
big formulae and get in at the right moment. 
Two sets of tyres for a whole season cost 
me half the price of one brand new set. 

‘As welll as obtaining all the bits and pieces 
for the car problems can crop up like getting 
machining work done, arc welding and so on. 
We were lucky that Andy Diamond had all 
the machining facilities needed; if you can 
find a licele man with the facilities, be nice 
to him as you might need him in’ a hurry 
and there are not too many willing to under 
take small one-off jobs. 

‘Once the car was built all It needed was 
coat of paint. Having spent so much time 
‘and trouble on building a car it Is worth 
having a decent spray job done on it 


‘sponsor might be 
Although T spent 
my car sprayed at 
the Haymarket Fiat garage, North London 
Coachworks in Camden Town, the 
did look extremely smart and wa 
and photographed everywhere we went ; which 
wen though it did not bring in much money 
ie didn't half swell my head! 


The final appearance of 1972 at Mallory Park complete with wing and wide nose. 


HALOS.. 


esslens fou THORN 


The outstanding new 
advance in auto lighting, 
Tungsten Halogen provides 
high intensity white light in a 
tightly controlled beam 
pattern, resulting in a longer 
field of vision for the driver 
and less glare for on-coming 
traffic. 


& 


For facts about Tungsten Halogen and a complete guide to the 
range of HALOS Tungsten Halogen headlights, complete the 
coupon and send it tc 

THORN HAL 


404-4( m Road, Croydon, Surrey. 
Name 


Address 


Town 
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Gryphon Cars 
14 SCHOOL LANE, WELWYN, HERTS. 
Tel: WELWYN 6536 


THE LATEST C73 CLUBMANS CAR 
AS EXHIBITED AT THE RACING 
CAR SHOW AVAILABLE IN EITHER 
KIT FORM OR UP TO ROLLING 
CHASSIS SPEC. 


GRYPHON 
GENERAL USE 
UPRIGHTS, JOINTS, HUBS, MUDGUARDS, 
HARNESSES, WINGS, etc. 

PLEASE CONTACT US WITH YOUR SPECIFIC 
REQUIREMENTS. 


COMPONENTS AVAILABLE FOR 


ARGON-ARC 
WELDING 


YOUR BROKEN ALUMINIUM 
CYLINDER HEAD 
CYLINDER BLOCK 
MANIFOLD 
GEARBOX, etc. etc. 
MAY BE REPAIRABLE ! 
Consult us and Save Pounds 
We can also Stove Enamel your Wheels, Space 


Frame, Wishbones, etc 


Cc & C PRODUCTS 
LTD. 


Station Road, Merton Abbey, 
London, SW19. Tel.: 01-540 2373. 


Ask for F. B. or P. E. COOMBS. 


Near South Wimbledon Tube Station 
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I'm very glad to say that when I buy my 
t Gryphon things will be a great deal 
jasier, for Andy Diamond has now put the 
cars into full production and produces a 
very nice package deal which includes the 
vast majority of parts which otherwise need 
a great deal of chasing for the Individual, 

When your car is nearing completion it 
Is time to start thinking about all the other 
things required before you can actually get 
‘on to the track. First of all you must have 

‘This comes from the RAC 
Division in Belgrave Square 
off with 
| restricted licence which costs €3 and comes 
with the two-part Blue Book which contains 
all the regulations for the various formula: 
names and addresses of organising clubs, 
calendars, etc, To got a racing licence all you 
need is a current road licence and even then 
nobody ever actually wants to see it. When 
you receive the licence a medical form will 
arrive with it and this must be filled in by 
your doctor and kept with the licence. It 
has to be produced at every meeting when 
signing on, so do not lose it. 

‘You also have to be a member of a motor 
club before you can get an entry at meetings. 
‘The two major clubs are the BARC and 
BRSCC. Being a member of either one of 
these means that you are eligible to compete 
in virtually every meeting in the country ex- 
cept those closed to the club and by becoming 
Tegistered on their competitions list, you ars 
‘automatically sent regulations and entry forms 
for most meetings in the country. There are 
literally hundreds of other clubs which you 
can join and get entries in many meetings, but 
not all. Membership fees vary but are usually 
up to €5. If possible try to keep your 
club membership card in the licence holder as 
this too will have to be presented when sign- 
Ing on for a meetin, 

Having chosen a race that you want to 
compete in send off your entry form as soon 
as the entries open, Strictly entries are not 
supposed to be done on a first-come fArst- 
served basis unless the registration states that 
they will be; however, with the ever increas- 
ing number ‘of club competitors many events 
are oversubscribed well before closing date 
‘and some secretaries take them on a firs'-come 
first-served basis. Nobody can ever guarantee 
an emry, but if you are prepared to fork 
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Work in progress at the gorage during the fal stoges of Building the Gryphon (left). The original form of self-bullt club rocer 


out a lump £50 the BRSCC run an 
Service for all their championships wi 
Teast mean that the secretary will have your 
entry on opening day. Motor Race Consultan 

mainly operate abroad and for the major 
formulae but this year they will be extending 
their management service to Formula Ford 
for those who want all their paper work 
taker. care of. 

Now you have a car, licence, club member 
Ship and entry, what are you going to wear 
to drive the car? Fire-proof clothing in my 
mind should be compulsory for everyone. 
is not a cheap exercise to kit yourself cut 
cempletely but if you have any sort of vanity 
then you will invest in a complete set of 
underwear (long johns, vest and socks), a one 
of two-piece overall,'a balaclava hele. an 

veloping helmet and gloves. My initial 
‘Outlay at Formula One of Carnaby Street was 
€68 for one of everything. This year 1 bought 
fone of their excellent new one-piece overalls 
In blue, which everyone seems to wear, for 
€32 which included having my name e: 
broidered on. They will also stripe them and 
put any badges on that you require. From 
the same place I get my visors and numbers. 
Try to keep at least one spare visor or 
better still have two dark and two clear 
ones. Numbers might sound a trivial thing 
but organisers and time keepers get very 
deeply moved if you do not have correct 
numerals on the right backing and in the 
eight place. It is a stupid thing to get demoted 
to the back of the grid, if they decided not 
to time you in practice, so take a bit of 
trouble over them. 

Transporting the car can also cause pro- 
biems. Ideally of course you have an all- 
enclosed transporter and somebody to drive 
it, but this is not always a viable proposition 
for the club racet. If you have to tow with 
your road car make sure that all the trailer 
lighting regulations are complied with. Club 
racer Jeff Ward has recently won a couple of 
awards with an inexpensive trailer lighting 
board which will just fit on to the back of the 
trailer and complies with all HM Government 
Taws. Also make sure the trailer is strong and 
reliable; too many are neglected and have 
wheels falling off which could result in either 
an accident or delay in getting to the meeting. 

The major ofl companies, Shell, Duckhams 
and Castrol, all offer oll contracts to club 


7508 at Snetterton. 


championship contenders and this is well 
worth following up. All you have to do Is 
in touch ‘with the relevant competitions 
manager and ask him for a contract, Having 
ceived and signed it you then have free 
‘engine and gearbox oll at your disposal whic, 
saves a great deal of money. With Castrol, 
of course, you enrol as a member of Team 
Castrol which entitles you to other benefits 
as well 

Racing car insurance is now becoming 
very popular. Clubman's driver lan Bracey, 
who [s also a Lloyd's broker, has devised 
2 scheme available through any Lloyd's 
brokers for virtually every kind of racing car 
insurance and itis well worth investigating 
the possibilities, Insuring on a race by 
basis or full season's worth Is fairly expensive 
for the unsponsored club racer but if you 
have a sponsor it is worth It, as you can 
Virtually guarantee a race programme to him, 
Personally I insure for the whole time that 
the car Is not under its own power which 
includes sitting in the paddock and is Inex- 
pensive. 

Finally to add a touch of professionalism 
about the set-up I had a couple of dozen T- 
shirts made by fellow Gryphon driver Noel 
Stanbury's Stuff shirts company. To spread 
a sponsor's name around or get yourself 
noticed, this Is a good and inexpensive way 
of doing it. When you have the whole car 
ready try to get a circuit during the week 
for a general test day. This will help enorm: 
ously if you can sort the car out and get 
everything to your liking before going to an 
‘Actual “meeting. All the major circuits hold 
general test days at least one day a week 
‘and for about £6 you can drive round to your 
heart's content 

Well I hope the aoove gives you some Idea 
of what you need t» do and organise befor: 
you can make it to the race track. For those 
‘who know it all already maybe there is some- 
thing you have forgotten and needed remind- 
ing of. Whatever you are doing or hope to do 
the two main things to remember Is not to 
underestimate the cost and the time that 
the whole thing will take, There is no point 
in getting halfway through building a car 
and running out of funds or getting so behind 
schedule that you do not get on to the cir- 
cults until mid-season as" the hard-earned 
greenies carefully spent will be wasted. 


ee 


Where will you 
start the first race? 


The season is now only four weeks away, will your 
first race be on the circuit or in the workshop. All 
G.R.D.’s will be complete and ready to go. 
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The Pete Lyons fan 
club writes... 


‘What a tremendous Grand Prix to start the 
jeason with, aided immensely by Pete Lyons 
yery readable race report. 1 was delighted to 
see the CanAm man will be staying with 
you for all the Grands Prix. His writing 
‘style is suited admirably to racing in Europe 
‘as he has a deep understanding of the sport 
‘and a “freshness” which was lacking. Keep 
up the good work, Avrosronr, and if Buenos 
Aires is @ portent of things to come this 
year it should be a great season for all 
(forgetting politics that is which is what we 
ought to do), 
Regazzoni for World Champion? 

KKELSALE, SUFFOLK, ‘JOHN RoLANoL 


--disapproving of 
Jackie’s comments 


Congratulations to Pete Lyons for his 
Argentine GP report, yet another Lyons 
classic, Full marks to Avrosronr for signing 
him up for the 1973 season, the best news 

've heard in ages. In my humble opinion 
Pete le one of that rare breed who can bring 
‘& race report alive, and along with Henry 
Manney Ill and Denis Jenkinson he ranks as 
‘one of the great post war race reporters. It 
was particularly amusing to read of the 
Steware/Fittipaldi battle, after 
Jackie's comments in a certain dally the day 
before the rac 

T quote, " Many people are sayi 
race might develop into a duel 
Emerson and myself, but I don't think the 
any fear of that. 

‘Who do you think you are kidding, Jackie? 
‘The name of the game Is motor racing, and 
thank goodness for this Brazilian bloke who 
Is interested in only one  thing—winning 
‘Anyway, here's to plenty more duels, so much 
a for the sport than long dreary proces- 
sions, 


ELD, YORKS, V. J. Pioort. 


Oil additives — 
who needs them? 


From time to time comment appears in the 
motoring press on the controversial subject 
of proprietary lubricating ofl additives. These 
fare the products which a motorist can buy 
and himself add to the lubricant already in 
is engine in order, it is claimed, to enhance 
the of's performance in one way or another. 

‘As the leading British manufacturer of auto- 
motive lubricants, we feel the time has come 
to restate, for the record, our own technical 
view on the use of these proprietary addi- 
tives. We feel that this view may be taken 
‘as representative of that of the ail industry 
as a whole, 

‘All leading oil companies carry out exten- 
sive and highly sophisticated research in order 
to formulate lubricants wholly suitable for 
their intended applications, and they invest 


to conform both to inter- 
nationally accepted military specifications and 
to the very precise requirements laid down 
by automotive engine builders. 

‘A. motorist ‘introducing any proprietary 
additive to an oil company’s finished lubricant 
is certainly deviating from the product for- 
mulation approved by the maker of his car. 
Indeed, some motor car companies have stated 
that ‘such addRions tnvatidate thelr warran- 

ties. One such widely available proprietary 
additive, for example, simply has the effect 
Of raising the viscosity of an oll into which 


Ke is mixed—in shore it makes it thicker. 
Ignoring the fact that the ofl manufacturer 
will already have been at pains to tailor the 
Viscosity range of his product to the climatic 
and operating needs of the market, this seems 
2 very costly (co the motorist) means of ob- 
taining a heavier oil. 

Proprietary additives fall into three classes 
1, Solid lubricants. These consist of colloidal 


industry itself in applications where oil 
flow is limited or where temperatures are 
unusually high, resulting in moving sur- 
faces not being fully lubricated by an oil 
film. Ol companies do not, however, incor- 
porate solid lubricants In automotive engine 
Oils and advise against their use for this 
application. 

2. Thickeners. These consist of widely avail- 
able polymers, commonly used-in the oil 
industry itself’ (see paragraph four above). 

3. Chemical supplements. These normally con- 
sist of differing mixtures of additives. sim: 
Jar in chemical nature to those already 
included. in properly balanced proportions, 
in his own product by the maker of the 


the use of any 
of these chree classes of proprietary addi- 
tive in any high quality motor oil would tend 
to create an undesirable imbalance in the oi! 
which could not improve and might well 
diminish Its lubricating efficiency. 
Loxpox, NWI. LAURENCE SULTAN 
Public Relations Manager, 
Burmah-Castrol Company. 


BTRDA simplify 
autocross 
travelling 


Congratulations on an excellent review of 
the 1972 Castrol/BTRDA Autocross Cham- 
Pionship. Unfortunately, the final paragraph 
may have caused some confusion since it 
implies that a competitor is expected to do 
all 21 qualifying rounds. This is far from 
true—a ‘competitor is free to do all 21 
rounds if he wishes but even so, only his best 
seven events will count. 

In selecting events, the BTRDA Autocross 
Committee endeavour as far as possible to 
arrange that the majority of competitors 
have seven events within a 100 miles radius. 
For example, in the Birmingham area there 
‘are 10 events within a 100 mile radius of 
the centre and four of these are within 25 
miles. However, not all competitors live in the 
Midlands and it is necessary to consider 
competitors in the South-West, South-East 
and North as well and it is for this reason 
it is necessary to have 21 qualifying rounds 
Spread over the country. 

One problem in 1972 was the tie-decider 
eighth round which several competitors on 
maximum points found very elusive. This 
has been dropped from the tle-decider rules 

‘Several competitors have found that they 
prefer to compete in Castrol/BTRDA events 
and do travel to the majority of the rounds. 
No doubt they will welcome the 1973 calendar 
which is based around the Motorway Clubs 
to try ¢o simplify travelling. Of course, not 
all the events can be convenient to a motor- 
way but ease of travelling was taken into 
account along with the need to give good 
coverage of the country. 

If the author's suggestion of four or five 
circuits is taken up, rest assured it will be 
considered and not white-washed over. It 
must involve venues in the South-West, 
South-East, Midlands and the North. If each 


is visited three times, then all the competi- 
tors (except those in the Midlands) would 
have to do approximately 3000 miles for the 
12 events. Midland competitors would be 
better off with only 2100 miles to cover. 
However, currently a Birmingham competitor 
has to do only around 1000 miles for the 


STANMORE, MIDDLESEX." ANDREW THWaAITE, 
(BTRDA, Autocross Survey) 


is FF sponsoring 
F2 at Mallory ? 


In these days of rising prices, when entry 
fees, spares, tyres, otc, are going up, it is 
nice when one can say that something Is the 
same this year as it was last year—prize 
money. 

I know we saloon drivers are racing for 
the love of the sport and are not expected 
to make money, but we would like to break 
somewhere near even. With entry fees up to 
the ridiculous level of £7, I find it incompre. 
hensible that the clubs haven't negotiated a 
better deal with the championship. sponsors, 
(BARC and Forward Trust, MCD and ?), 50 
that third place at least ‘covers the entry 
fee, if not some of the expenses. 

‘Also Formula 2 fans should give the saloon 
and Formula Ford drivers three cheers for 
bringing thelr favourite stars to Mallory Park 
in March, as no doubt, some of the exorbi- 
tant £10—yes €10—entry fee which we are 
forced to pay will end up in thelr pocket 
Perhaps we should boycott the meeting unless 
we receive part of the gate money, as well. 
FARNBOROUGH PARK, KENT. IAN’ RICHARDS. 


Huffed by Hough 
— again 


‘Mike Kettlewell's article on lap records has 
“done it again’, This time he has given my 
2/3-litre record’ at Silverstone Club to Pe 
‘Smith, and the Aintree record for this class 
is out of date, Just thought I'd let you know 
in my annual letter to the magazine I have 
been reading since 1958. 

Watuesey, CHEsi 


Herr Foley, you haf 
been varned 


Ve haf been veading your narste magazine 
for meny yeers undt ve do nut leik zee vey 
you treet our grayt NAZIONAL HERO Von 
Turnips, vhy do ve ownly vead ov zis mann 
verry okasionaly. 

Zee narste Barry Foley duss nut leik our 
Hero Von Turnips undt hunless ve 
ubbout im in zee verry near fouture ve vill 
Sendt zee Kommitty to cee Mr. Foley, undt 
dat vould nut bee nic 

‘Sow freends lett us vead more ubbout our 
grayt hero undt bee dun vis zeez narste 
Englanders, Scottishers, Svedes undt Sous 
Amerikans. 

Now all you veaders of AUTOSPURT, 
demund to vead more ubbout Von Turnips 
glarios udventures undt saluowt zee Fade 

‘graytist Hero... . Uzervise ve wi 
come FROM PRUSSIA VIS TUFS. 
Bent. Zee Kommrrry. 
(Adolf Von GroSmouller, Hermann Sidewinder, 

‘Count Cornelius Current Crumble, Baroness 
‘Marlene “Pussycat” Stridenberg (Berlin 75920 
Good chassis but decaying Bodywork—all 

reasonable offers considered). 


B, J. Hovon. 


The editor is not bound to agree with opinions expressed by readers. 
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Road test/John Bolster 


I feel ten years younger! Tve just spent @ 
week driving a real sports car and once 
again I am reminded’ that there is no 
substitute for the genuine article. Proper 
Sports cars should ‘be closely related to 
racing cars, as Ettore Bugatti once proved 
when he sold replicas of his Grand Prix cars 
for road use. Formula 1 machines are no 
longer two-seaters and are perhaps a. little 
impractical; it would be difficult to go to a 
dinner at the Dorchester in one, for instance 
though it has been done with a G.P. Bugattl 
However. it is still feasible to make a sports 
car that handles like a racing car, provided 
that the designer has as much racing exper! 
fence as Colin Chapman 

Tt js, also possible to assemble quite an 
acceptable sort of sports car from a mixture 
Of bits of popular cars, and even saloons can 
be persuaded to handie remarkably well, as 
their lap speeds in races prove, Nevertheless, 
you have only to get into a Lotus Elan and 
Grive It on @ winding road to. realise 
there is no. comparison. Its small size is an 
Immense advantage but it (s that fantastic 
cornering power, combined with really quick 
Steering, which makes It so different {ron 
anything else. You simply throw it 
corner and it goes round in complete 
at an absurd speed. It is not so. much 
Speed as the incredible ease of the wh 
manoeuvre, with all four wheels sticking 
the road Irrespective of bumps, which Is 
completely satisfying to the driver, 

The Elan is @ superb sports car because 
there has been no compromise in its desig 
which is always fatal. It will carry two 
people and a small amount of luggage, and 
fe has been built to the minimum dimensions 
which will endorse these things, plus a twin 
cam ‘engine. Size and weight are the tw 
enemies in sports car design, both of which 
have been conquered in the Elan. As a result 
itis an extremely efficient car, and will eas 
beat exotic machines of far greater p: 
fon roads which do not permit them to exp! 
their maximum speed. The Ferrari Dino is the 
sports car which most people desire above all 
others, but there are roads in England where 
the Elan is its master, both on acceleration 
and the speed through corners which its small 
size permits. 

The Lotus Elan is ideal for England but its 
standard gearing Is less suitable for the 
Continent, Under-geared, it simply rushes up 
to maximum revs in top, when the ignition 
cutout operates and restricts the speed to 
120 mph or so. This Is a pity as the ride 
and roadholding suit bad roads as well as 
good. Higher gearing would spoil it for 
England, ‘detracting from that magnificent 
getaway, and it is to be hoped that the 
S-speed gearbox may be made available on 
this model, though if one rarely goes abroad 
the expense would not be justified perhaps 

‘The original design of the Elan was sound, 
with its steel backbone chassis carrying @ 
glassfibre body like a saddle. However, it is 
the development which has taken place over 
the past ten years which makes [t such an 
effective car. Ihave driven many Elans during 
that period and have had my quota of 
troubles, but reliability now seems to have 
been achieved. The improvement in refinement 
hasbeen enormous, such things as the 
exhaust note, especially on the overrun, 
having been’ tamed, while the irritating 
winding and unwinding of the rubber dough- 
nut universal joints has been greatly reduced, 
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The standard of finish is very high. the fixed head model being quite 


refusing to date 


the appearance of 


Lotus Elan Sprint: 
Ideal for Rnplen 


Perhaps the biggest single ameliorat ar acceleration up hills, the car 
adoption of Tony Rudd's Big- ching 110 mph up quite consider 

‘of the twin-cam engine. In able gradients. This is. largely due to the 

ver power increase, the derate weight, which also. permits the 

Unit fs also mechanically quieter than it was Lotus to be stopped just as easily as it can 


ike so fuazy when held ne 


maximum revs, Indeed, the sound level inside Though the car is small and appears to 
the car is lower than would be expected, fit one like @ glove, the driving position is, 
the gearbox and the hypoid final drive both excellent and it is quite easy to get in and 
being c silent. There is very little ‘ut. The heating and demisting system is 
road noise though some wind noise obtrudes effective, with an. electrically heated rear 
gh speeds. Such mechanical noise as window, and the side windows rise and fall 

mes from a twin-cam engine electrically, though rather slowly, The inlets 

enjoying its work, and no for cool breathing air look very small, but 


would have it otherwise th a useful volume, In the past, the 
The acceleration through the gears is retractable headlamps of the Elan have lacked 
really vivid. while the excellent traction power but they are now better in this 
permits ‘very rapid getaways. Of course, the respect, However, the behaviour of some 
wheels can be spun on wet roads but the er drivers led me to believe that they 
dhesion is still more than satisfactory. The were mi of dazzle when dipped 


Rearchange isn larly tight but it is T Jampe still come up flashing when 
Pleasantly precise in action and the top gear the knob is pulled out in daylight 

flexibility Is quite surprising. Perhaps the Perhaps the stripes embellished 
most spectacular part of the performance is with the words Sprint,” are not to 


The acceleration through the gears (s really vivid while the traction (s excellent 
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everybody's taste, but the standard of finish 
is very high, the appearance of the fixed-head 
model being quite attractive and refusing to 
date. The interior is exactly right, like so 
many things about the car, but the bonnet 
clips are of Heath Robinson design and the 
inaccessibility of the ignition distributor earns 
a black mark 

Fundamentally, a sports car designed with- 
out compromise and following racing practice 
must be more expensive than one evolved 
from existing saloon components. Therefore, 
the Elan Sprint is costly for its size, a cost 
which many owners have hitherto usefully 
reduced by taking advantage of the purchase 
tax concession on component cars. Fro 
April_1, VAT will be imposed and home 
assembly will be at an end, the probable 
tax amounting to something like £40. This 
will make the little Lotus an expensive car 
for its size, and though it will still be more 
fun to drive than almost anything, it behoves 
prospective buyers to fix up a kit deal right 
away, if too many others have not already 
filled’ the order books, 

There are those who think that the sports 
car Is on the way out, because the modern 
saloon goes so well. Certainly, there is a 
trend in this direction and many people are 
buying popular coupés instead, which have 
@ sporting look but can still be used as family 
transport. Yet, this is far, far away from 
real sports car motoring and once one has 
experienced the pleasure of handling a race 
bred machine, nothing else will do. A really 
small and light two-seater, that can be tung 
Into corners in complete safety and accelerate 
like the wind, is still the only thoroughbred 
sports car. Such a car is the Lotus Elan 
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The driving position is excellent and it is quite easy to get in and out, You simply throw it 
at a corner and it goes round safely at an absurd speed. 


T-time at Go Gear 


2 Firestone 


A eee | FA oe es fear eo ges 


All T-shirts are £1 each including postage and packing. Available in Large, Medium and Small, (Yardley also 
available in 24, 26 and 28). 


To order: State the quantity and size (L/M/S) after the number. 


us 2 6 8 
Other shirts available. "(State quantity and size). Shell Rothmans 50,000 
I enclose cheque/P.O. to Go Gear (London) Ltd for £ 

Name and address 3 


Post this coupon to Go Gear (London) Ltd, 33 Shelton Street, London, WC2. 


HAWKE 73 


Track results are 
already proving 
the Hawke DL10 
Formula Ford to 
be top car for 
1973 


Contact : David Lazenby, 
Hawke Racing Sales, 
Swains Factory, 

Ware, Herts. 


D.R.L. ENGINEERING LTD. 


(HAWKE RACING SALES) 
SWAINS FACTORY, CRANE MEAD, WARE 


HERTFORDSHIRE 
Telephone: WARE 5931/2 
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JOHN ALEY 
ROLL-OVER BARS 


The largest producer of roll-over bars 
e range of roll-over 
bars for saloons and open sports 
cars from £1 For competition 
drivers there is a selection of FIA- 
approved bars from £22.50. 


Write now for full details or call your local stockist 


vn. NWS (01-708 044) 
paces. 5S Withers Lenied 
25) 


wt 
jowam Worcs, (Cradiey Meath 
a" Middlesbrough (4908778) 
nomad “at77s). SCF. 

ss 


Sembsriey. Survey (Camoeriey 


ALEYBARS 


TEL: SAWSTON (02203) 2575. 
LONDON ROAD, SAWSTON. 


JACK KNIGHT (DEV) 
LTD. 


Specialist services to the 
Motor Racing Industry 


Ron Tauranac front and rear suspension 
assemblies, mag wheels, steering rack 
assemblies, clevis bolts, drive shafts, etc 


Mini final drive sets 4.9 to 2.7. 

Mini transfer gears with taper bearings. 
Limited slip differentials. 

Hillman Imp 4- and 5-speed conversions. 
Bronze oil pump gears. 

Steel cam followers. 

Limited slip differentials. 

Ford heavy duty 5-speed gearboxes 


Butts Road, Woking, 
Surrey 
Tel: Woking 64326/7 
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K. L. BATESON & SONS 
MANUFACTURERS OF TRAILERS FOR ALL PURPOSES 
ESTABLISHED 1934 


DOODFIELD WORKS, MARPLE, 
(CHESHIRE, ENGLAND. Tel: 061-427 2663 


ALDON GO ROLLING 
ROAD 


Crypton/Heenan Diagnostic Bay 
300 bhp Rolling Road 


ALDON AUTOMOTIVE 


20 QUEENSGATE PLACE MEWS 
LONDON SW.7 Tel:01-589 6800 


a 


CAMDEN FOR 


VAT IS COMING 
-BUY NOW! 


CAMDEN MOTORS + LAKE ST» LEIGHTON BUZZARD « BEDS + 2041 


GRANGE 
MOTORS 


ALFA ROMEO e LOTUS 
JENSEN 
JENSEN-HEALEY 


Essex Distributors 
FIAT DEALERS 
Brook Street, Brentwood 
Telephone: 216161 


me 


42 


BELL & 
COLVILL LTD. 


THE LEADING LOTUS DEALER 


VAT on April 1st 
SPELLS THE END OF 
ELAN SPRINTS AND EUROPA 
SPECIALS IN KIT FORM 


Buy now and save ALt the purchase tax. 
Telephone for details of kits in stock and for 
delivery by April 1 


EPSOM RD., WEST HORSLEY, 
NR. GUILDFORD, SURREY 


EAST HORSLEY 4114 


LOTUS MAIN DEALER FOR WILTSHIRE 


MATTHEWS McQUEEN 
& CO. LTD. 


Southampton Road, Alderbury, 
Salisbury, Wiltshire 
Models for immediate delivery 


Lotus +2S 130, in Regency red or lagoon 
blue—ist 


All other Lotus mode's for earliest delivery 


USED CARS 
1972 Lotus Elan Sprint, in yellow/white 
1966 Jaguar ” £” Type, white 


Always a selection in stock 


@) Tel: ALDERBURY (072 271) 272 @) 
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Middlesex's Don Githam, 32, with the Embassy 
trophy. 


LYDDEN 


Don Gilham’s tyre choice 
pays off in tense final 


What must have been one of Lydden’s largest 
ever crowds saw Don Gilham win the WD & 
HO Wills Embassy Rallycross Championship 
on Sunday in his Mini-Ford t/e. However 
Fords dominated the TEAC-organised event, 
John Taylor's Haynes of Maidstone Escort 
‘second from 

igined Stormont 
time as if Keith Ripp 
snatch the championship from 
Githam’s grasp, but Don's gamble to change 
from racing tyres to chunkles for the final 
run paid off and he pulled himself up to fourth 
place behind Peter Vaughan's Longman Mint. 
Sunday's weather felt more like spring than 
the middle of winter and thus the tarmac was 
dry although a little dusty and the 
aced sections were hard but pretty 
slippery. These conditions made the runs a 
lot closer as well as 20's quicker than the 
penultimate championsiip round in January. 


‘The first couple of runs gave untroubled 


to the Minis of Len Payne and Brian 
Smith's Imp, quoted in the 
Programme as 1020 cc, threw away his lead 


on the next run with a spin at Pits, while 
in the following group. John Button's 1600 VW 
contrived to do three identical spins at Pits 
on three laps, The heats in question were 
won by the Minis of Bill Howden and Barry 
Hathaway although their times were uncom- 
petitive. 

After being the leading Ford in the last 
round, Ron Douglas was hoping for even be ter 
things in his Escort BDA and he had a truly 
exciting dice with Nick Jesty's Wessex Racing 


This year’s Embassy champion Don Githam leads 


ae Se | 
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Mini, who was one of three drivers to have 
couple of cars at his disposal, the others 
being Chapman and Taylor, Douglas led by 
@ whisker until the last lap when in a very 
hairy plece of motoring through the chicane 
the west countryman took the lead to record 
3m 29 s, Douglas finishing 02 s behind. 
Eric Nosek, still aching after his enormous 
accident three weeks ago in which he broke 
three ribs and his shoulder blade, was taking 
things a little more sedately in Don Gilham’s 
spare Mini, and he finished second to Mark 
Patrick's Mini in the second group. 

‘Don Gilham's Mini-Ford and John Taylor's 
movie camera laden Escort BDA jousted 
merrily In the next run, and except for & 
brief spell on the meadow on the penultimate 
lap, Taylor led all the way to put up faste 


time so far with 3m 276 s, 16s better 
than the championship leader. January's 
winner Brian Stabler's ill-luck started when 
his Mini went the wrong side of Mabbs Bank 
incurring @ no-run. Keith Ripp's self tuned 
Mini was just 04 s quicker than Gilham 


as he won the second group how he pleased. 
Hugh Wheldon couldn't re-produce his Cadwell 
form of the previous week although he did 
win the next heat after nudging his way 
past Peter Vaughan’s Longman Mini at the 
chicane on the first lap. Hugh was having 
trouble keeping his Cooper S in gear and 
he recorded 3m 294 s while Vaughan was 
2.6 s slower. Rod Chapman's task of winning 
the second group was made easier when Tom 
Airey's Mini went the wrong side of Mabbs, 
the Stormont Escort BDA moving in to second 

albeit 08 s slower than works Ford 


place, 
last year’s title-holder Hugh Wheldon. 


colleague Taylor. Chapman tells us that thi 
alloy BDA engined Escort should be availabl 
for the non-championship March event. Tht 
remaining four runs were run off with little 
drama, 


moved in 
recording 3 _m 31.4 s, David Jones’ 
car and Tony Ford's 1650 Escort 
‘The second runs started unspectacularly 
with wins for Alan Jones’ Anghia and Pauline 
Nosek's Cooper S while David Potter (Cooper 
S) was heading for a good time in th 
Second group of the next run until he tangled 
with the Minis of John Will 
Payne. Williams still won 
Hathaway just plpped Potter. 
Ripp and Mick Bird's Mini 


Sunday's winner John Taylor (left). Croft 


champion Peter Vaughan (right). 


Vaughan nosed by on the meadow on the 
second circuit, and he moved in to the overall 

ad with a ‘sointiliating 3 m 262s, over 
& second quicker than Ripp, while Jesty did 
30.0 s, However Vaughn's lead insted 
approximately 10 5 for Taylor dominated the 
second group to record a faultless 3m 25 s, 
which turned out to be out of reach and out 
of sight of anybody else. Douglas tried gamely 
to stay on terms but in the end was 2.4 8 
in arrears. 

‘The next runs were stopped when Tom 
Airey’s Mini leap-frogged Mabbs Bank and 
collected Gary Streat who ca 
with a heavily modified 
Gilham used the extra twin-cam horses to 
edge ahead of Wheldon on the re-run but then 
on the chalk on lap 2 the apple farmer gave 
Githam quite a nudge which sent him spinning 
into retirement. Hugh was nearly 3 s slower 
than his first run time while in the depleted 
second group, Chapman only had Roger Burn's 
Imp to contend with, and with a clear track 
he moved into second place with 3 m 26.0 5, 
After missing his first run Bill Airey's 998 
Cooper suddenly appeared on the scene and 
moved on to the leader board 0.8 s short of 
34 m. The remainder of the second runs we 
run off with little fuss although Tony Hubl 
tipped his Mini over at the bottom of the 
meadow on the very last run. 

With TEAC getting through the programme 
very quickly, there was time for a breather 
before the third and crucial runs commenced. 
Unless Githam could go quicker, the cham- 
pionship was going to go to Rip. However 
he decided to take a gamble and change from 
his racers on to his chunky tyres. It was to 
be the best decision he's made in his life. 
Galloping Gilham came to the line with 
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Which way, raltyero: 
Burn's Imp gives away plenty of room. 


charging Chapman, together with Jesty and 
Mike Partington’s ‘Cooper S. The Mini-Ford 
hit the chalk in third place behind Chapman 

1d Jesty and although he got inside Jesty 
at the hairpin, he still couldn't usurp the 
more conventional Mini. However Chapman 
and Jesty hada coming together on. the 
chalk on lap 2 which resulted in Jesty's 
retirement, Gilham completed the three laps 
on the Escort’s tail, but just didn’t have the 


Escort exponents, Ron Douglas (left) and Rod 
Chapman (right). 


power to get by the wide Escort. Chapman 
couldn't better his second run ‘time, but 
Githam's 3m 272 5, 04 5 slower than 
Chapman, was good enough for fourth overall, 
‘and now Ripp had to split the two Escorts 
if he was to take the title. In the second 
group Bill Airey clung gamely on to Taylor's 
tail and slipped into the results for the 
first time in equal seventh place with Jesty. 
On the same run Vaughan spun in to 
retirement on the first lap and so he finished 
third, splitting Chapman and Gilham. Doug- 
las failed to better his time and so he finished 
Aten. 

‘And s0, was Keith Ripp going to snatch 


Chapman's Escort threads its way past Streat’s battered Mini, while 


the championship with the last run of the 
day? The answer was no. Ripp was pushed, 
Inerally, most of the way by Wheldon, but 
could not better his second run time, finishing 
equal fifth with Douglas and second over 
in the Embassy championship, eight points 
behind Gilham. Wheldon just ‘made the top 
10 by virtue of his first run time to be joined 
by Tom Airey, whose fabulous side-by-side 
dice with Brian Streat was overshadowed by 
the Interest in Ripp's progress. 

PAUL KING 


Jousting Minis of three-wheeling Ripp and Wheldon. 


TOCKY BONK 


Moffatt starts on 
high note 


‘The 1973 production car trials championship 
got away to a healthy start indeed Inst Sunday 
When Dudley & District CC gathered some 71 
competitors for their annual Tocky Bonk event 
‘at Hoo Farm, Kidderminster, first of the year's 
BT&RDA and RAC Championship rounds. 

Encouraging as this was to the organisers 
—and to the competitors—who always like to 
See new faces, it is far too early to say that 
this is the first sign of the revival so badly 
needed in this branch of the sport. Thirty-nine 
competitors were entered under BT&RDA and 
33 had registered for the RAC Championship. 
‘What was particularly pleasing was the variety 
of vehicles, A Lotus Europa, a Volvo 145 
Estate, a brace ‘of Clan Crusaders and a 
Datsun 240Z added colour indeed to the 
usual parade of Minis, Escorts, Midgets, 
Sprites and Imps. 


New regulations 


With 36 hills to contest. it was the first 
event where the new tyre pressure regulations 
were enforced, minimum pressures up from 
12 bs to 15 Ibs, and it was soon apparent that 
even under very good conditions, and they 
were excellent at Hoo Farm, that driver ability 
ie going to count even more than ever in 
1973. The event was won by the triple double 
champion Bill Moffatt with his Imp, but he had 
to work really hard to pull out victory by {wo 
marks from Don Hobbs, also Imp, who took 
the rear engined class, 

Moffatt with a total of 57 marks lost had 
an index of 60.09%. a clear enough outright 
victory, but in the other three classes, margins 
could ‘not have been much closer, Mike 
Harrison won the sports car class in his 
Midget on an index of 84.03%, Austen 
Rumney's front engine fwd class win with the 
Austin 1100 was 84.31% and Mac Hazlewood 
(Mexico) had a figure of 84.36% in the con- 
ventional saloon category. 


Rumney’s recovery 


In the front engine, fwd class Rumney 
started well but then’ faded before tunch 
where he was only third to Alf Williams 
(Mint 1275) who led on 71 marks with John 
Hodgson (Mini 1000) on 76 and Rumney 
trailing on 80 marks. He recovered excellently 
thereafter to win with a 147 total, three ahead 
of Hodgson with Williams back on 154 

Mac Hazlewood had no lapses in winning 
class B, his Mexico quickly showing a clean 
pair of ‘heels to his nearest challengers. Mac 
‘Opened up a 14 mark’ lead at the interval and 
increased this to 18 by the end of the day 
for = 116 total. Denis Wells’ Skoda was his 
early challenger but he was hauled in—just— 
by Phil Shaw (Mexico) who took second on 
furthest cleanest, both dropping 134 marks, 
with Mike Stephens (Mexico) a lowly fourth 
on 140 marks. 


Eight cars contested the sports car class 
and inevitably it was a straight fight between 
Mike Harrison (Midget) and Jean Hazlewood 
(Sprite). Mike held a tenuous lead throughout 
and with Jean pressuring him it was a good 
contest. Four marks apart at half time they 
finished only three apart and their champion- 
ship battle is already joined in earnest once 
more. Malcolm Brown (Sprite) was a distant 
third and Martin Barnard, the autocross expert, 
brought his Datsun 240Z into fourth. 

Moffatt led Hobbs by five marks at lunch 
with Chris O'Connor third, a mark adrift of 
Hobbs. Ron Blackburn had also been going 
well in the early stages but he threw his 
chances to the wind on the last section before 
lunch when his Imp died on the 11 mark 
‘Why—it had run out of fuel! 
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GEOFF TAYLOR TRIAL 


Tony Harrison's surprise; 
Hurt tackles Kincraft duo 


Just when it appeared that the matter of 
tyres had been resolved by the results of 
the past few weeks Tony Harrison threw 
spanner Into the works by winning Sunday's 
Geoff Taylor trial against the strong opposi- 
tion of 22 of his contempories. 

‘Although the field lacked the numerical 
strength which has been building up during 
the preceding weeks there were on hand 
most of the leading Midland drivers with 
Lol Hurt and) Don’ Williamson journeying 
south to enter. Particularly noticeable was 
the absence of all the southern contingent 
who found the locally organised Duckhams 
round more attractive than the journey to 
compete for Semperit/BTRDA or RAC Cham- 
pionship points. 

‘Tony Harrison's Kincraft had received the 
ministrations of its constructor since last 
time out, the car having been fitted with the 
latest. type of suspension to allow greater 
movement over uneven ground. Hurt had 
forsaken his Michelin tyres in favour of a 
jet_of Semperits, but the remainder of the 

same "boots" as at the 
Reg Allen was giving the 


trial, 


Cannon, normally piloted by his nephew 
Richard, an outing to compare performance 
with his own, rather troublesome Renault 


engined version, whilst RAC 
man, Chris Belton turned uj 
David Baxter on one of his ri 
this. season. 

Extra skill needed 

‘The Hagley and District Light CC hed taid 
‘out 1 dozen hills which were rather neatly 
divided between wooded slopes and open 
inclines at thelr familiar venue, Rockhill 
Farm, Greet, near Tenbury Wells. With clear 
skies’ and a trace of spring in the air the 
day could not have been more suited to the 
sport, Surface slime was much in evidence, 
although at no time did the surface degener- 
ate into thick mud. Considerable skill was 
required to maintain forward motion and 

prophecy of high scores proved to be 
well founded as the morning wore on. 

‘The completion of the first of the four 
rounds saw Lol Hurt (BMC Special) a couple 
of points clear of Harrison, these two holding 
@ handsome 14 point advantage over Jack 


Bill Evans began to make his presence felt, in 


‘competitions 
to passenger 
© appearances 


Pa rihe Melgien- + 
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Pearce (Kincraft) who lay in third place 
although in some danger of falling prey to 
Ivor Portlock in the Dryad. Mike Smallwood 
had an identical score to that of Portlock 
1d looked to be well in the running for a 
pot.” Reg Allen was pressing on well in 
the BMC powered car and holding a command- 
Ing sixth place at the expense of old stager, 
Ron Kemp (Kincraft) and one of the latest 
arrivals, Julian’ Fack who was driving Ivor 
Portlocks’ old Cannon with tremendous verve 
His brother, John, was amongst the early 
retirements when the steering rack snapped 
after the car struck a tree with rather more 
force than was anticipated. Although the far- 
mer provided the use of his welding equip 
ment'to affect temporary repairs they were 
completed too late for the car to be classed 
a5 2 finisher and the luckless driver and his 
twin brother, Jeremy, spent the afternoon 
exploring the car's capabilities. Bill Warr 
retired during the opening round with the 
“A” frame of the Bilbo snapped in two at 
the apex. 


Harrison v Hurt 
No modifications were made to the course 
prior to the second round, other than minor 


improvements gained by opening corners 
slightly, and it was soon clear that the 
for overall supremacy would con- 


to lle between Harrison and Hurt. With 
two tours under their belts the advantage 
lay with the Kincraft driver who had dropped 
only 16 marks to reach the lunch stop with 
the total of 42. Hurt found the going les 
{0 his liking and dropped a further 21 points, 
falling four behind Harrison and beginning 
to feel the squeeze from the Pearce-Kincraft 
combination. 

‘Whilst Portlock retained contact with the 
leading trio, Smallwood was beginning to 
fall Into the clutches of Reg Allen. By this 
time Bill Evans was starting to make his 
Presence felt, moving up two places into 
Seventh spot ahead of Kemp. 

Lunch completed the drivers applied them- 
selves to the task in hand 
was soon echoing to the screams of engines, 
and in many cases the groans of the drivers | 
Neither Julian Pack nor Bill Evans were 
destined to survive this penultimate round, 


wventh place, but retired after the lunch-break. 
Se epee ~ 


the former breaking first gear whilst the 
Bova fractured both arms of the “A” frame 
when it leapt impetuously into a deep rut 
fon section five. Still Harrison clutched the 
ead, the. third round costing him eight 
poinis to Hurt's seven and reducing his lead 
fo only two. Best round of the day by Jack 
Pearce cost him only four marks and brought 
him within seven points of the leaders with 
Portlock’ losing ground, although in. little 
danger of falling prey to fifth placed man 
Reg. Allen. 

‘Bon Williamson's steady driving in the 
Doncan was bringing him dividends, the sixth 
place earned by him at this point in the day 
being ‘achieved by a respectable 16 on the 
third time round, Bob Dayson too was driving 
well to hold his Cougar BMC in seventh spot, 
Sposition he shared with Frank Lewis who 
hhad climbed steadily through the fleld in his 
Cannon which he had not brought out for 
Several months 
Hurt — drops points 

Four hills were dropped from the trial for 
the final round and with everything to gain It 
was Hurt who fell You! of the markers, The 
Joss of 23. points dropped him. into Yhird 
spot behind ‘Pearce who is ever ready to 
profit from others errors whilst seldom turn: 
ing a careless wheel himself, Harrison falled 
{o' match Pearce's final round of eight, but 
the loss of 11 ensured that he could not be 
overtaken. 

‘Twenty points in arrears of the leading 
trio Portlock came home a comfortable fourt 
whilst the biggest surprise of the day was 
the emergence of Frank Lewis in fith. spo 
Both Lewis and Kemp benefited from the 
demise of Reg Allen whose clutch  disinte: 
grated two hills from the end and prevented 
him from attacking thore ‘sections, although 
he limped ‘up them as far as he could In 
order to be classified as a finisher. His was 
2 worthy, though dissapointing seventh place 

Victory for Tony Harrison on his. Michelle 
tyres will probably "send" several drivers 
scurrying to ‘thelr garages. to look again at 
these treads, though tis unlikely that there 
will be many who will change from the more 
popular "Semperlt wear Adding further to 
the confusion was Franic Lewis who rode to 
his ‘afth place aboard a set’ of Goodrich 
GT10081 


GEOFF HERRINGTON 


Young's clearcut 
win in Rhyl 


Rhyl & District MC's Rall Gogledd, over 190 
miles of some of the best known North Wal 


rally country last weekend, resulted 
clearcut victory for Roland Youn, 
Cowell in their Mexico, the car whi 
yon for their championship success last yet 
This experienced crew dropped only # m1 5 
during the fine night where some slippery 
sections caught out the unwary. Sponsored 
by Allitts Motors of Rhyl, who also provide 
assistance to Young, the event attracted 103 
starters and 70 managed to get back to 
Llanfanan, the event having started in Rhyl. 
‘Second’ overall was another well-known 
Mexico championship regular Peter Hughes 
who, with Richard Morris, 13m 
8 s. Third, after feeling ill’ for much of the 
night and ‘suffering a couple of punctures 
well, was Ian Rodgers who ‘had Gareth 
Thomas reading in their Escort TC. They 
dropped 17 m 55 5 to finish under a minute 
in front of Frank Davies/Neil Wilson (RS 
1600), who had 18 m 45 s against them. The 
Opel ‘Ascona of Ray Holland/Geoft Whitaker 
was fifth on 20 m 18 s and the leaderboard 
was completed by Wyn and Gareth Mawby 
(Mexico), on 21 m 42 s. Leading the semi- 
experts were Robert Williams/ John Roberts, 
who were seventh on 24 m 49 in their 
Escort TC and the novice class went to the 
Lotus Cortina of Peter and Phil Roe of 1F, 


they 
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Club events 
this weekend 


At Brands Hatch this Sunday. the Circle and 
Harrow CC are staging a sprint meeting on 
the club circuit. Over 120 entries have been 
received for the event, which starts at 1 pm, 

"Also this Sunday, the first round in the 
RAC and Castrol/BTRDA autotest champion 
ship gets under-way at Princes Park Coach 
Park, Eastbourne, at 10.30 am, organised by 
the Eastbourne & DMC 

For, production car ¢rial enthusiasts, the 
second ‘round of the Duckhams RAC’ pro- 
duction car trial champlonship takes place on 
Sunday organised by the Farnborough & 
District MC. Called the Valentine Trial, the 
event takes place at Tunnel Hill, Pirbright, 
Surrey (169/912550) at’ noon. Another 
popular trial on the programme this Sunday 
is the Dukeries MC’s Up and Over production 
ear trial, starting at 11 am at Old Clipstone, 
Mansfield (112/599652), 


Players sponsor 
Scottish autocross 


Scottish motor sport takes a look up this 
Season, with the announcement of the 
Player's No 6 Autocross Championship, for 
points and prizes totalling more than €750 
In cash and trophies, There will be a country: 
wide spread of meetings from May until 
‘August, and the clubs holding championship 
meetings. will receive contributions from 
Players, towards thelr costs. 

‘The first qualifying event will be held by 
the St Andrews and DMC on May 20. Glasgow 
Police MC will hold the second, probably in 
the Erskine area, on June 10, Tre Highland 
CC will be the ‘organisers for the third, in 
the Inverness area, on June 23, The fourth 
meeting at Dundee, on July 18, is being 
arranged by the 750 MC, possibly in associa 
ton with the 85 CC. The meetings then 
move south to the Stranraer and DMC on 
‘August 5, followed by the Berwick and DMC 
meeting ‘on August 12. The championship 


‘Oh dear! The final of Wills rallyeross championship at Lydden, proved harassing for this 


Mini driver 


‘inal will be Organised by the East Ayrshire 
CC on August 19, 

The meetings are limited to 120 entrants 
and championship contenders must register 
to score points towards the championship. 
There is no registration fee while the entry 
fee for each event is €2 

The ‘competition will be held in four 
classes: (1) Production cars with engines 
over driving wheels up to 1000 cc; (2) Front 
engine, rear drive production cars of any 
capacity: (3) Specials; and (4) Production 
cars with engines over driving wheels of 
over 1000 ec. 

Tn the qualifying events points will be 
awarded in each class down to sixth place 

‘and €4 for the first 
three st time of the day 
will win the driver €5 and a tankard. In the 
championship final the major award will 
be a Player's No 6 Gold Cup with class 
awards down to fifth place of £20, €15, £10, 
€7 and €5. Again the fastest time of 
day ‘will win the driver €5 and a tankard. 


Harris in command 


On a very slippery Ellough Airfield Don 
Harris took complete command of the con. 
ditions with his MG Midget and took BTD 
in Gt Yarmouth & Lowestoft MC's first auto- 
test meet. of the season by a massive advan 
tage of 35 5. The usual band of regulars 
turned up on Sunday, January 28, for points 
in the first round of the club championship 
and with all times counting for the 12 runs 
the scores were much affected by both pylon 
and line” penalties. Bob Scott borrowed 
his. sister's Mini 1000 to try fwd as opposed 
to his usual rwd mount and shook the regulars 
in the class, winning by 4s despite penalties. 

With Brian Potter still out of action follow. 
ing his “Factory Fun" sbunt Don Harris 
was under no real pressure in the sportscar 
and Cooper $ class. Derek Brown started well 
with his Midget but with both a pylon and 
@ wrong direction penalty before halfway he 
was put well out of the running. While way 
behind Harris the second place could not have 
been closer, 0.2 s separating John Love 
(Cooper $) ‘and Alan Rayner (Midget), the 
Mini taking the place. 

John Calton continued to get the feel of 
his Mexico in the battle for large saloon 
points and found its LSD a considerable ad- 
vantage 


@ New executive director and secretary of the 
Bugatti and Ferrari OCs is Sir Anthony 
Stamer, Bart, and the club's office is Cedar 
Court, '9 The Fair Mile, Henley-on-Thames, 
Oxon, RG9 2JT. Tel: STD 049-12 2331 
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Thrilling end to 
Mercian Rally 


John Woodcock and Dave Sanderson (Club. 
man) of the Rugby & District MC gained a 
thrilling 15s win over fellow. club mates 
John Bygrave and David Lloyd (Escort GT) 
on the Coventry & Warwickshire MC's 
Merelan Rally last weekend. They won the 
event (a restricted one for the first time) 
by dint of & quicker time on the only selec: 
tive on the 150-mile route on OS132 and 145. 
The selective, a five minuter, came at the 
end of the event to round off a good night's 
entertainment for the 112 crews of whom 
89 finished. 

‘Things were even more exciting at two 
thirds distance, for three crews were level on 
9m. The two leaders were joined by Nick 
Pollitt/Phil Shaw (Cooper S) of the Owen club 
but they dropped slightly behind schedule to 
finish third. Fourth ‘overall, and a surprise 
to. many except perhaps the crew, was the 
Triumph Dolomite of Graham Parker and 
David Booth who were a minute behind 
Pollitt/Shaw, but a mere 10 s ahead of fifth 
crew and winners of the semi-expert class 
Derek Smith/Tony Timms (Mini GT). Com. 
pleting the leaderboard came Dick Spilsbury. 
John Wood in their Coopers. The novice 
award went to Mick Smetts/Bob Hirons 


(Mini 850). The honour of fastest on the 
Selective (it did not carry an award), went 
to John 


Smith/Keith Ledbetter in their 


1973 Hillclimb 
happenings 


News from the hillclimbing world. Reigning 
RAC Hillclimb Coampion Sir Nicholas Wil 
Hamson_is keeping his championship-winning 
March 712, but"will be installing a F1 DFV 
engine Into it. Similarly, Tony Griffiths will 
be using DFV power in his Brabham BT33, 
now that he has sold his 5-litre Repco unit 
to John Cussins. Tony Bancroft has sold his 
Chevron B19 to Phil Scragg and has acquired 
Bill Wood's McLaren MIB, while Richard 
Thwaites’ McLaren M1OB will sport a 5,7-litre 
Chevrolet mill 


Williamson — keeping March, but with new 
engine. 


Chris Cramer, of Terrapin and U2 fam 
will be going to single-seater. He has pur- 
chased a Formula 3 March which is being 
fitted with the 2-litre BDA engine from Sir 
Nicholas Williamson's car. Roy Lane. hat 
reverted to Webers instead of fuel-injection 
on his McLaren M10B, while Jeff Goodliffe, 
three times winner of the Castrol/BARC title, 
is rumoured to be going single-seater. The 
first round of the RAC Hillclimb Champion- 
ship-takes place at Loton Park on April 23, 
with a preview event at Wiscombe on Apri 
15 when AMOC stage their annual Daily 
Mirror meeting. 

With continually depressing stories over 
noise at race circuits, It now seems that hill- 
Climbs are also unsafe from the locals. Pres- 
cott meetings this year will have certain 
conditions stipulated in an attempt to curb 
noise complaints from the residents. Among 
the new regulations are silencers to be fitted 
to all cars warming-up in the paddock, certain 
classes to have silencers fitted when ‘compet- 
ing, and the appointment of noise judges who 
will exclude any competitors whose car fails 
to comply with these new noise regulations. 

Prescott's 35th anniversary takes place on 
Saturday, June 30, when there will be a 
special international hillclimb on the original 
short course for prewar cars only. 
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RACE ENGINE SERVICES (Bedford) LTD., 


1600cc Clubman engines developing 160 bhp 
£1400 


RACE ENGINE SERVICES (Bedford) LTD. 


Little Staughton Airfield, 
Little Staughton, Nr. Bedford 
COLNWORTH 591 


WANTED! 


1973's FIRST WINNERS 
MIDLAND AUTOMOBILE CLUB 
SILVERSTONE 
RACE MEETING 


SATURDAY, MARCH 3, 1973 


CLASSES : MiniSeven Formula : Special Saloons : Sports GT's: 
‘Mini Miglia Formula Ford ; Formule Lil 
REGULATIONS : G. S. H. Ward. Heaton Ward Ltd, 
Western Road, Birmingham B18 7QC (021-554 8286) 
‘24-hour answering service 


Performance 
Conversion 
Petrol 
Injection 


Equipment available for most 
popular engines. Full test bed 
facilities and consultancy service 
available. Racing engine develop- 
ment projects undertaken. 


TECALEMIT (Eng.) LTD. 


Performance Tuning Department, 
Plymouth, PL6 8LA. 
Tel: 0752 62844 (ext 15). 
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THE MOST OUTSTANDING 
FORMULA FORD 10 APPEAR 
IN YEARS 


iy 


THE NEW ROYALE RP 16 
RACE BRED TO WIN 


AERODYNAMICALLY — Unequalled 
ENGINEERING — Unrivalled 
HANDLING — Exceptional 
PRICE — Unbeatable 
LOOKS — Beautiful 


ROYALE RACING LTD. GLEBE RD., 
HUNTINGDON Phone 56471 


TOLLGATE 
ENGINEERING #o wn. 


WINCHELSEA ROAD, RYE, SUSSEX 


BEAT VAT BY 
BUYING FROM 
TOLLGATE 


Demonstration Cars Available 


TEL: RYE (079 73) 3105 


Phone AUTOSPORT'S Classified Department 
‘on 01-635 3600 up to 5 p.m. on the Monday 
before publication. Dictate your advertise- 
‘ment to one of our experienced staff, and 
Jeave the rest to Us it's that simple. If, 
however, you do have time to send in your 
classifieti advertisement with ‘cash’ in 


AUTOSPORT 


CLASSIFIED 


NEW CAR GUIDE 


1OADSPEED BULLIT 3-litre CAPRI 


Apri 4971 (drag). 21.000 miles, Th 


re ah 
"or Bromagrove 347 Chome) 


> Gk Avra noneon JOM oy 


inte CAPA adds" oF uaa. 


Vrs ith 


YEE SF PEM Le Ha 
ee 


48 


IS 
LOTUS SEVEN 


TERHAM CAR SALES 


swio 992. 


Lotus SERVICE & SPARES 


JAN WALKER (Service) LIMITED 
The LOTUS Specialists 

With 16 years of LOTUS experience 

236 Woodhouse Road, London, N12 

Tel : 01-368 6281/3 (re 


peony 
ean 
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MAIN DEALER FOR LOTUS 
IN LONDON 


DRAYTON GARDENS, CHELSEA, ‘wi 


ONCE IN A LIFETIME 
 D-TYPE JAGUAR 
FORD GTA0 


No tme-wasters of joy-riders please 


OFFORS PLEASE TO BOX ASP 1002. 


VAN DER STEEN 


Ford Escort S160 (L reg) 

Finished in yellow with black trim, with 

jal cloth seats. Special engine, 7 
whels, €100-worth of spotlights. 
‘4000 miles. £1495 


NNicholag Van Der Steen Limited 


ONE OF 36 


SCIMITAR GTE MAIN DEALERS 


STATION GARAGE -TAPLOW 
OPE WEEKDAYS-8AM-7PM 
SUNDAYS -10AM-4PM 


GERRY MARSHALL offers 


MARSHALL. WINGFIE! D LTD. 


Hendon Way Motors Ltd 
393-5 Hendon Way 
London, NW4 
Tol: 01-202 8011/2 


2 LOTUS SUPER 7 Big. value 
LOTUS ELAN 54 SE FHC 


1969 JAGUAR E-TYPE FHC. 5,000 


miles onty 


1969 (Mah JAGUAR ETVBE FHC” 1 
1972 MGB Roadster. 1 owner 


‘Roadster, 1 onr, 21,006 mis 


A.C. ACE 2.6 


Restored and sorted regardless of cost 


OFFERS 
Tel: DURHAM 63558 
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sm SLOAN MARSHALL 
Gg GARAGES 


The SPORTSCAR specialists 


56-58 Barnes High Street, SW13 
Sales : 01-876 9245 
Works : 01-876 9131 


AMERICAN CAR? 


CONTACT THE EXPERTS 


D. B. MOTORS 


OF LEICESTER 
Spacisiised selection 1904-1972. 
FULL WARRANTY AND UP TO 2 YEARS 
Pate SERVICING 


MAIN DISTRIBUTORS 


CLAN 


GOOD SELECTICON OF SECONDHAND SPORTS 


ALFA ROMEO - LOTUS 
JENSEN JENSEN-HEALEY 


Essex Distributors 
FIAT DEALERS 


GRANGE MOTORS 


BROOK ST- BRENTWOOD -Tel 216161 


SALEHURST GARAGE 


ROBERTSBRIDGE 
SUSSEX 


1960 Mk 1 Sprite £195 
1970 1300 GT, white £695 
1969 Lotus Elan SE Coupe, in yellow, 

knock on wheels, radio £998 
1968 Fiat 124 Sports Coupe, in. blue, 


radio, tax £798 
1985 Aston Martin DBS Convertible. 
Pacific blue, grey/hide new hood. 
Superb vehicle £1650 
1968 Triumph TRS Fi, in bide, 0/4. radio 


BEST TERMS AND PART EXCHANGE 
AVAILABLE 


TEL. ROBERTSBRIDGE 277 


Your chance to be the 
last Lotus builder 


Prom April 1st, VAT and Car Tax will 


[ONDON SPORTS CAR CENTRE 
&B HIGH STREET (AS), EDGWARE, 
Tel: 01-952 6171 


1908 FHC. Wits, incr 
6300) 


Aston Martin DB5, 1965. 
Superleggera. Automatic. 
Every conceivable extra. MoT/ 
tax for 1 year 1,550 


E-type Jaguar 4.2 FHC, 1967. 
Immaculate condition. Maroon 
with red interior, extras £1,075 


Triumph 2000 Mk 2, 1970. 1 
owner. Low mileage. Maroon, 
black interior. Immaculate con- 
dition .... £1,160 


Vauxhall Viva, 1970. 1 owner. 
Low mileage. Green with black 
interior 


Land-Rover Carawagon, 1966 
(Dec). Immaculate condition, 
sleeping for six, every conceiv- 
able extra for this ideal tow 
wagon. Very low mileage 


Please telephone Hockley 2517 


Michael 
Spleen + outs 
¥ini-Miglia against > 
the attention 
appointed § 


Secre 
got as 


stration < 
The “identity of 


if-destruct W 


yen Cat ae 


Eric Jacks 
Service Garage 


Greenwood ~ 


Bean and David Alan (ye 
anding victory jads has come to 


forthwith 
You will be a 
“Mexico Section an 


of (F? and you are 
t Servi 
to the 


signed 


aled on 
adverti sement 


hen igni ted 


on/Martin Burgess 


(Barnsley) Limited. 


BEE Sssss: 
ghersavter 


AC COBRA 


Rebuik to concours condition. 4.7 vB 
Dark blue, LHD, superb, 


Tel: 01-693 7379, 


DIVA GT 


oa 
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TEL: 01-579 4999/3538 


1973 LOTUS +25 130/5 


RACING CARS 


£1796—Gropa Mk 3. Never even used. 
like new. Very advanced and up to date 
Group 6 spec. 

£875, “ Pukka 
Rose joints, 
original 


factory compatition Elan 
mags. etc, unspoilt and 


HISTORIC SPORTS 
AND RACING CARS 


Ferrari 3-litre Monza, ox Gonzalez. 
Porsche RS Spyder ,1600 cc. 

Formula 1 1989 Cooper Climax 

Allard K2 Competition 

AG Cobra 7-litre, 

All the above can be fully restored to 
concours condition 


MODERN DAY MACHINERY 
£4100. 1971, De Tomaso Pantera. 1 owner, 
7000 miles, 
£4100, 1971. Ferrari Dino, 1 
15,000 miles. 

€3350. 1969. Ferrari 365 GTC 2+2. 2 
‘owners. 4000 miles. 

£2095. 1972. BMW 2002 Tii, Tinted glass, 
‘mag wheels, 8000 miles. 1 owner. 

£1650. 1968. Porsche 911T, Sportsmatic 
Burgundy. S" wheels,’ rear screen 
‘wiper. Exceptional condition. 

£1395. 1965, Maserati Sebring. 
Borranis, red, like now. 

£1795. 1971 Model Chavrolet Camaro RS, 
mags, tints, air, ete. 

£695. 1972. ‘Dutton B type, 1 owner. 
15,000 miles. Like new. 

£600. 1968, Lamborghini Miura 
‘damaged, bits missing 


OFFERS, EXCHANGES, etc 
BRIAN CLASSIC 


BUCKLOW HILL 
jucklow Hill 830423 (Cheshire) 


owner. 


Silver, 


Badly 
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Jaquar E-Type Roads 
1972, (K) Fiat 125. §. Dare ivory, 


1971 Porsche M4. Tangarine/biack thm 
7000 miles. Stereo AW 
XI 42 Auto. Regency red 


1972 Lancia Fulvia 1609 HF Lusso. Beige 
Trim Towner, 7-000 miles ee 
1971 Porsche 9196 22. Meralic blue. bisck cord 


971 Scimitar GTE. Carboe: 
T owner 18.000 mies 
1068, (Oe0) Corvers 
od." beat trim as 


ABBOTS WORKS, FARNHAM 
Tel.: FARNHAM 4441/5888 


MORRIS STAPLETON 
MOTORS LTD. 


1970 Morgan 4/4 White, 17,000 miles. 
Leathor luggage rack. 

1970 Morgan 4/4. Orange. Bucket seats. 
72 spoke w/w. 

1970 Morgan 4/4. White. 4-seater. 21,000 
miles. 

1969 Morgan +8. Red. Luggage rack. Mag 
‘wheels, Tonneau cover. 

1969 Morgan 4/4. Pal 
neau cover. 

1969 Morgan 4/4. Green. 2 owners. New 
hood. Tonneau cover. 

1969 Morgan 4/4, Yollow. 4-seater. Weber 
carbs. Leather interior. 

1967 Morgan 4/4. Red. Engine recently 
reconditioned. SP tyres. 

1966 Morgan 4. Yellow. W/w. Tonneau. 
TRS engine. Good condition. 

1870 MGB. Bahama yellow. 0/4. Rostyle 
wheels. Tonneau. 

1971 MGB. Bahama yellow. Hard top. O/d. 
Rostyle wheels. Tonneau. 

1971 MGB. White. Tonneau 
wheels. Radio. 
REECE MEWS, LONDON, SW7 

Tel.: 01-589 6894 


blue. W/w. Ton. 


Rostyie 


MGC GT FOR SALE 
MGC GT 1968, 


Excellent 
Condition. White. 
Motorola radio. 
W/w. 0/d. 
Two new SP 
sports. £775. 
Tel: Burton Latimer 2830 


COOPER’S OF 
OULTON 


New ASCONA 
£25 DEPOSIT 


PLUS YOUR OLD CAR GETS YOU 
A NEW OPEL 
42 MONTHS TO PAY 


KADETT 4-door, 
de luxe 1100 c.c 
KADETT ESTATE, 
3-door 1100 c.c 
KADETT 2-door, 
1100 c.c. 
ASCONA 4-door, 
1600 c.c as illustrated £1494.57 £9.73, 
ASCONA 2-door, 

1900 cc. SR. Pack £€149215 £9.73 
MANTA COUPE 

1800 c.c £162093 £11.12 


Details of other Opel cars supplied on 
request 
ALL THE ABOVE CARS CARRY 12 
MONTHS ROAD TAX, SEAT BELTS AND. 
DELIVERY CHARGE. 
TEST DRIVE ONE TODAY AT 


Holly 


For further details please fill in the form 


£12902 £8.46 
117261 £7.93 
£992.68 © £6.12 


RF 


below 
NAME 
ADDRESS. 
AGE TELEPHONE NO 


| AM INTERESTED IN A (MODEL) 
as/a/73 


Cut out and send to 
Holly House, Performance Motors, 


130 MPH BDA 


RS1600 1 S. Whitehead engine, 
Eomp cluten, Bullitt and LSD, pi-racke Dig 
Arches, 6in ‘and Tin Revolutions, contours, 
Cibies, roll-bar, fireproofed, soundproofed, 
extinguisher, 2-way adjustable Armstrony 
e's, DSI1's, ete. Built from all new 


wn iz reo ‘Gi *s 
(Nov) CAPAI 3000 GXL. Au:o.” Res. 
foe drim Han radio 

1971 ELAN’ SPRINT” ius os 


nm. GuILOFORD, 


ALFA JENSEN LoUs@ 


Oihtot® HEALEY 


(een area ges 


1970 Minn CE 
fens 


PARK LANE GARAGE 
ABBEY LANE 
LEICESTER 
Leicester 64471 


Tel 64195 


JANSPEED 1300ce DAF 55 MARATHON 


197 Marathon 58, 4,000 m: 
Noton & Noton (Bath) Lt 
Tol: Bath 3229, 


THE MGB CENTRE 


THE FIRST AND ONLY MGB 'SPEC?ALIST 
MGB GT, 1970. Red. Overdrive, Rostyles. 19,000 miles 


East Horsley4a114 


£1,250 


MGB GT, 1968. Blue. Overdrive. 38,000 miles £950 
MGB GT, 1967. Green. Overdrive, radio £825 
MGB, 1970. Red. Overdrive, Rostyles. 14,000 miles £1,125 
MGB, 1967. Blue. Overdrive, wires, radio £700 


PART EXCHANGES TO CLEAR 


£100 
£200 


MGA, 1960 
Austin-Healey 100/4, 1955 


ALL CARS FULLY PREPARED TO THE HIGHEST STANDARDS AND 
ARE SOLD WITH FULL PARTS AND LABOUR GUARANTEE. 
HIRE PURCHASE AND PART EXCHANGES ARRANGED 
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK. 
ELPHICK'S MEWS, 
9-13 WEST STREET, 
FARNHAM, ‘SURREY. 


FARNHAM (SURREY) 24727 


MACLAREN M10B 


Rolled chassis and spares less engine 
including OG G00 box ‘The lot... £670 
BMW 30 CSL coupe, October 1972 
000° miles.” Yellow £5080 


Tel: Sheffield 61779 business 


Baslow 2353 home 


any 


L_ WEBB MOTORS 
1970 
RELIANT 
SCIMITAR GTE 


ed Jn green, black rim. Manval wish 0/4 


Vedio. Uxcepeanet condition 
90 


‘ey 
Ingrebourne 42782. 


Westune Lid 


Lancashire's Enthusiastic 
Alfa Romeo Dealer 


OFFER FROM STOCK : 


New Alfa Romeo 2000 Spyder. 
English green, tan interior LIST 
New Alfa Romeo 1600 Junior GT. 
White, black trim. HRW ust 


New Alfa Romeo 1.6 Super. Alfa 
red, black trim. HRW. List 


1971 Alfa Romeo 1750 GTV. An 
immaculate one owner car. Alfa red, 
black trim. Radio. HRW £1755 


1969 (Dec) Alfa Romeo 1760 
saloon. White with red trim. Low 
mileage. One owner example, in first- 
class condition £1275 


1968 (Nov) Alfa Romeo 1300 GT 
Junior. Alfa Red, black trim. Radio. 
Nice condition £975 


1970 Fiat 125. First-class. One 
owner. Low mileage example, in red 
with black trim. Fitted radio £775 


Crown Lane (B5238 adjacent to A6) 
Horwich, Bolton, Lancashire. 
Tel.: 0204 68621 


MINI COOPER 1293S 


iy. built full-race 


‘Stereo, tinted glass, reclining seats, rally 
specials Compistely reliable. £728. 
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D&S 
DEVELOPMENTS 


“THE SPORTS CAR PEOPLE” 


TWe MAIN DEALERS 


FOR THE BEST DEAL 
IN THE COUNTRY : — 


We are now able to offer the 
Actual TVR 1600M Motor Show car. 
White. Brand new and unregistered 
with all the best extras etc. £200 
off list price. 


New TVA 2500M (component 
form). Overdrive, Sundym windows, 
HRW, in yellow. £100 off list price. 


ANY NEW TVA supplied. Early 
delivery. 


ARE YOU THINKING ABOUT A 
NEW TVR ? Try us first for the best 
deal, and don’t worry if you live at 
End or John O'Groats, we 
will deliver anywhere in the country. 


D & S DEVELOPMENTS 
(NOTTINGHAM) 


705 WOODBOROUGH ROAD 
MAPPERLEY 
NOTTINGHAM 


Tel: Nottingham 69499 


MERCEDES 280 SL 1970 (J) 


LHD, PAS, silver metallic, black iterior, 
hard and soft tops, tinted windows, radio, 
stereo, LSD, alloy wheels, low mileage, 
superb condition. Past exchange considered. 
£2,850 
‘Tel : Thanet 27203 or 42758. 
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SPORTS AND PERFORMANCE CARS 


Sports and Performance Cars 49-55 * Racing and Competition Cars 55-61 * Autosport Market Place 62-64 


© Pomme 


DENHAM GREEN AUTO CENTRE 


NORTH ORBITAL ROAD 
DENHAM, Near UXBRIDGE 


BUCKS 


ALFA-ROMEO @ PORSCH 


ORDER YOUR LOTUS NOW ‘ 
BEFORE VAT TEL: DENHAM 3577 or 3579 


1971 TVR Viran. Mag wheels, te en95 
1968 (G) Alfa 1750 Veloce. Specimen... £1295 


JOS RANDLES 


ALFA nomno 2000 


1970 Capri B-litre. 18,090 m 
Largest stock of Lotus spares in the Mid! 


WT ALFA ROMEO 3790 saloon. Pann, Unted Bie 


WHARF GARAGES, STOKE-ON-TRENT 
48361-47623 


A SELECTION OF SPORTS SALOONS IN 


M. L. RICHARDSON 


SPRINZEL OF LANCASTER MEWS: 
Tol: 01-282 7383 


TOW BARRED 
MGB GT 


LOTUS EUROPA Twin Cam, 


1972, 4,900 
Lotus ‘aloy whens. "Sundyin windows. Ost 2 c20her wang, my 


LOTUS SEVEN $4 1009, 1970 (J). Alloy wheais 
TYR, 2500, 1972, 5.090 mils, 1 owner... chee 


MAIN AVENUE, MOOR PARK, 
NORTHWOOD, MIDDX. 
NORTHWOOD 25161 


NEW LOTUS IMMEDIATE DELIVERY. BEAT VAT APRIL 1st 
PLUS 2'S’ 130/5 


Central London Showrooms EXPORT 


2 CHESTER CLOSE, CHESTER STREET (siiaror ™ CENTRE 
LONDON, SW1 X7BE 01-235 7978/9 
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V12 E-TYPE 
FHC, 1972, MANUAL. 
White, black trim, Radio. 
ONE OWNER £3,195 HP AVAILABLE 
FORWARD ENGINEERING CO LTD 
Borfall Common, Warwicks 
Part exchange. Hire purchase. Teli Berkawrell $3488 sem 


LATE 1971 EUROPA 


Twin Cam, £1495. Factory built, met 
aint, sir horns, radio, mag whee! 


AND NOW FOR SOMETHING 
COMPLETELY DIFFERENT 
MARK 2 LOTUS/ROVER CORTINA V8 

Probably ique car. 

development this ear 
rapid, ‘but above all is 

[tcosta bomb to bulld ‘but Is for sale at 
a modest 


2950 
Tel, Adrlan Wilkins at 01-952 2882 
or write 41 Paultons Square, SW3. 


XJ6 4.2 


Oct 69, with new engine 2.000 mil 
Sable. Automatic. PAS. HRW. E 
condition. 


£2100 


Tel: Chobham 8351 (home), 
Brackwell 3942 (office). 


CATERHAM CAR SALES 


“RACING AND COMPETITION CARS 
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AUTOCROSS CARS 


shrews ayrocnon, aneun So 
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RACING AND COMPETITION CARS 


Sports and Performance 


Five short races only, almost as new condition, currently fitted with Carbon Fibre Body, rebuilt FT200 and rebuilt 
Vegantune 1800 twin cam, with Lucas fuel injection, This car, similar to one photographed, has recently’ been 
completely resprayed in metallic silver. £2995 or would part exchange for 350 SLC/SL Mercedes-Benz, Dino, 


Silver Shadow or similar. 


AUTOMOTIVE CONSULTANTS (UK) LTD 


Bawtry Road, Wickersley, ‘Near Rotherham 
Tel.: Wickersley (070984) 3225 


RACE, RALLYCROSS MINI CLUBMAN 1293. 8 PORT 


COSWORTH 
DFV DG400 GEARBOX 


AND 


SPARE MISCELLANIA 
Contact : P. N. MICHAELS 


01-900 caze am 


WANTED - WANTED - WANTED 


McLaren M1B or MIC parts, eg anything 
whatsoever concerning M1B or M1C, parts 
will be accepted regardless of their condition. 
Also wanted 
Rover 3-litre tow car. 
01-969 2705 or 01-602 0748 


Tel.: 
(Ansafone) . 


THE FAMOUS AND VERY SUCCESSFUL 


Ex Clive Trickey 1970 Miglis ‘Championship winning 1000 
€c Mini, sick in 1872 championship during limited n with 
novice driver. Recent Janspeed rebuilt, fitted latest Dunlop 
slicks on Minilites. A fully prepared potential championship 


winner. C/w wet tyres and trailer. 
£545 ono Px taken 

Contact Dennis Bissell : 01-459 6543 day, 01-206 7541 evenings 

or Brian Atthews : 01-340 8051 day, 01-205 4079 evenings 


CLUBMANS ROLLING CHASSIS 


‘Tel: O21-705 3429 (ofice). Coventry 461207 (evenings). 
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RACING CARS Mx # F/vord, rebuilt. im goed condition. Brabham 
March, Imodiied sed updated to sult P5000 of a a a aa et 
ren mere Retain toner tow ssce eee 60 take pW ate 
Tigren Special. Modified for Atlantic, bas tan Ae SE 
Faiuser,y/Auantc, bag tanks, wines, ete. Just re Sct "waiss, hent "aveneet, 1 alloy catch tanks, From 
ero wort. nro nev snd seme [ee ipa comers tne 
ENGINE SPARES Satptor. second ‘box for spares in mew" condition March soares. radiators. upriahta,wiahtwones. etc, 
"Wan ettormance regs. 208 GEARBOX SPARES 


ENGINES-GEARBOXES For vail’ types, most” sew 


NEW FORMULA FORD CHASSIS 


Engine and gearbox quality rebuilds guaranteed. Chassis, straightening and, servicing 


‘Wheels, tyres, engines, gearboxes and chassis wanted, 


Ex Belso car. Much improved. Front radiator. Wide nose. 


Competitive as an F2 or Atlantic car. Rebuilt ready to race. 2 sets new Firestone drys. 1 set new Goodyear 
wets. Rolling chassis with FT200. 
£2,400 


1800 BDA engine. New block and pistons. £1100. 
Tel.: Woking 5814 (evenings) 


BOx 1 
1-LITRE RACING COOPER WANTED 


os . - Formula Ford. Complete ready to race, unpranged 
; 2 Merlyn 20A preferred but would consider other make 
not more than two seasons old. Letters only with 

particulars and own phone number to 


R. H. Simpson 
Culscadden Farm 
Bill Borrowman, Sports-Tune Motor Co Ltd Newton Stewart 


Edinburgh 
Tel.: Port Seton 711/2 ‘SW Scotland 
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ate of Leeds... “u: 


OFFER FOR SALE 
ENGINES 


1820 ce BDA. full F2 sone including, tue 
le Giveaway E1280.” 


BRABHAM 8T38 


Chassis No. 28, only 12 races from ‘hinifias On x tan Ford cenvies 


new, F/Atlantic record held at Silver- 
stone. Works modified wing assembly, TYRES 


Rondel suspension settings. White [79,8422 4.13 Goody mick», we 


bodywork, complete less engine £2800. 


ESCORT 1800 BDA 

Ex Allan Mann works racing team car. 
FVC block, very competitive car. Win 
at Croft Ford Sport meeting. Complete 
with diffs and spares £1850 or will split. 


Road or racing cars taken in part exchange, Please contact 
Jonathan Moorhouse at 
Tate of Leeds Ltd (Racing Team) 


New York Road, Leeds, LS1 1RG. 


COLIN HYAMS MOTOR RACING 
offers for sale on behalf of 


LOTHAR MOTSCHENBACHER 


the following 


ONE M8D. Complete car, ex Denny Hulme. with 
engine or will sell rolling chassis. 


Engines available 


ONE 494 cid alloy with liners. Completely rebuilt 
with new pistons, crank and latest cams. 


ONE 494 cid all alloy—new. 
We are now full agents for UK and Europe for 
George Bortholl racing engines and spares. 


For more details and enquiries contact 
COLIN HYAMS MOTOR RACING 
3 Audley Square, London W1 
Tel: 01-499 6761 


Tol: Leeds (0532) 443131 ext 241. 


TRICK FOR SALE 


g. chassis complete with early Lotus Cortina box, Sin 
ind 10in rims with 970s, new Torino wets, Varley etc. Immacu- 
te. £450 ono. 

And/or 
Holbay Screamer 1000 cc A67/69 c/w carb, manifolds, clutch 
etc. Stripped for inspection. £300. 
ROB WELLS, Tel : 01-451 0360 day. Potters Bar 51362 evenings. 


Set of new Firestone F2 slicks. 
Set of new Firestone F3 slicks. 


RAWLSON LTD, 


1 Coombe Valley Road, 
Dover, Kent. 


Tel: Gateway 3475. 


Certain Winner Group 1 Saloon 


Brand new blueprinted engine ready to drop in. Full 
roll cage fitted, big spoilers, six spare wheels, axle 
ratios. Immaculate car all ready to race. 


Offers around £2750. 


to Rob Potter, Tel : 01-574 4652 business 
Iver 570 home. 
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COMPETITION CAR SALES 
SELL A CAR BUREAU 


3 LITRE CAPRI 4WD 


Roger Clarks ex works 1971-72 Castrol rallycross championship 
winning car. Fuel injection, 5-speed ZF box, lightened body, 
Minilites, approx 250 bhp. Certain auto/rallycross winner as 
used by Rod Chapman at last TV rallycross. : 


1000ce RACING ANGLIA 


gearbox, 4.3 LSD. alloy fuel tank. Ready 
Downdraught head. dry sumped. Bul 


fo"race, complote with traler, £250 considered 
Box, LS0, adjustavie ‘shockers, lightened —_998c¢ AUTOCROSS MINI torus Corrina mx w 
Body, £400, part ex road car. Sprite Mk IV head, 45. DCOE. 41. dit, Hep 
COsTIN NATHAN 8's 10" mag wheels. raiy specials, Scot: seats 

manype Group § GT car. 1000ce Us autograes championship’ winning. car 

Fa motor, downdraugnt head, twin clans |, 

S-speed Hewlend box, 2 sets of _850ce MINI RACER 4 

wheels and tyres, spare chassis etc. Ideal 649 cam, 14 SU. 12G 295 head, CR70 
Motoring” News GT championship cor, 09,41. Teverse whol: alloy roll bat, pers 
Fea! Win 7 Yaxed and tosted, £250. 
ESCORT TWIN CAM RALLY CAR 


ing performance, £1695, part exchange 


ifhorne engine, triple 
J, LSD, SAH sus 
shockers, successful 

dy to win, 


CLUBMANS CAR AEROFAN SPECIAL 


1600cc push rod, twin 45 DCOEs, Bullit 
box, mag wheels. Immaculate and ready 
to race, with spares, £950. 

850ce MINI RACER/AUTOCROSS 

Taurus head, twin 14 SU, 6” x 10” magna 
wheels, new SP44 and SP68. S/c, ¢/r 


H’ rogistered. Big valve head, CPL2 cams, 
big wings, turretted 4.7 LSD. Minilites etc 

Very competitive. £975 

FORD MUSTANG MACH 1 

K" registered 7-litre Cobra jet engine, 

Stereo radio, tinted glass, 400 bhp, shatter: late, £450, 


jered, plated, tow bar, Immacu- 


For further details of any of the above vehicles contact 


JEFF WILLIAMSON 


29/31 MOORGATE, RETFORD, NOTTS 


TEL: RETFORD (0777) 2642 


IF YOU WISH TO SELL ANY SORT OF COMPETITION CAR. LET US DO IT FOR YOU. A SMALL DEPOSIT REQUIRED, 


REFUNDABLE ON SALE OF CAR, IF YOU WISH TO BUY A COMPETITIVE CAR AND WE DON'T HAVE THE ONE ADVERTISED 
YOU ARE LOOKING FOR, JUST PHONE, WRITE OR CALL AND WE'LL TRY TO FIX YOU UP. 
EXPORT ENQUIRIES WELCOME aon 


CHEVRON B8 


Fitted with Allen Smith engine, Warren rods etc. New 
car in excellent condition throughout. 


£1,300 o.n.0. 
For details phone Grindleford 30316 


RACE CAR HIRE 


FORMULA FORD FORMULA ATLANTIC 


A selection of racing cars available for hire, each 
one to the fatest specification and professionally set 
up. Available per hour, day or month. 


Tel.: Cambridge 880217/880711 
immediately and ask for lan Mawby 
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LE — ALL MUST GO! 


4 1019 Revotution and Bin Mini 
wrth Bunion woes 


Ex FITZPATRICK 


BROADSPEED ANGLIA 


sear cicks, Gt LS, ‘Senate 
‘Gowndesught screamer 
INL carbs, just rebuilt. £525 complete. 
‘One Hewiand five-speed gearbox. £50, 
One set of latest Goodyear wets in 7}ins. £40, 
Transporter, AEC. Converted coach diving 
toading space, just serviced, Mof, £198 ono. 
Tony Jones. 
Tel: Basildon 21968. 


MARCH 722 


In white, complete with Rowland BDA, 205 bhp, spare ratios. 
car cover and many other useful spares. 


£3,750 comptere 
Part exchange considered 


Tel: Paul, Hindhead 5835 or David, Hazlemere 3109 evenings 


THIS IS 
CHEAP !! 


Brian Hart 1850 BDA, rebuilt by Brian Hart 
Ltd last week, £1,200 ono for quick sale. 


Adrian Wilkins. Tel : 01-352 2582. 
Or write : 41 Paultons Square, SW3. 


1971 MEXICO 


Excetlent history: First modified for Mexico racing and won 
2 of 3 rounds including various lap records. Sold to me with 
‘only 300 miles on the clock. Was changed to rally car: mag 
shield, super Oscars, Bilste) Did one 

Mexico series winning outright @ 


at £895 or will fit new world ci 

ins all round for £975. Co\ raced again or will 

really ideal reliable successful rally car. 
Also demon Anglia available. Built by the lads for their own 
fun, but cost so much will have to sell now it is just com- 
pleted. 1658cc, Lotus block, crank. ‘C’ rods and ‘Slipper’ 
pistons. Balanced pistons, rods, crank, clutch, etc. 1500 head 
ported with Zodiac valves, electric pump, twin 40s, streng- 
thened front end complete ; classic struts and SS11s; GT rear 
brakes and VG95s; SjJs with ‘Hispeed Pirelli's 185 x 13. 
Plus so many more bits and pieces and all were NEW WHEN 
FITTED. Safe engine revs to 8000. Top speed unbelievable 
and acceleration absolutely shattering! Will accept 2 realistic 
offer. 


Ring J. J. Silencers (Brian Metson) 
at Medway 46926 


CHEVRON B19 FVC 


Ex Team Canon car. Dutch National Cham- 

pionship 1972. Complete chassis overhaul at 

John Burton Racing, engine at Alan Smith’s 
Contact Peter Wright for further details. 


Tel : Huntingdon 53537 (day). 
Elsworth 353 (after 6 p.m.). 
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MARCH 722 F.2 CARS 


Two 1972 ELF-COOMBE F2 cars are offered for sale as rolling 
chassis units, including FT200 gearbox. One front radiator car 
with full width nose (parts for reconversion if required) and 
‘one conventional side radiator cer. Both 

checked and in immaculate condition. Spare whe 

‘eccessories available as required. 


Offers to: John Coombe, 


Virginia House, Portsmouth Road, 
Guildtord, Surrey. 


Tel: Guildford 69944, 


DAVE M INGTON’S CLUB 


RACING ESCORT 
offered for sale 


protoy 


New rolling chassis como! ‘engine 4nd gearbox, £3100 


Coldwell Lane, SHEFFIELD S10 5TJ. 
Tel : 301541. 


(2nd overall in European Formuls 2 Championship) 
Rolling Chassis ..... 3 -£2,000 
Complete with spares including wet and dry wheels. 


BDA’s 


New Brian Hart 1850cc .... 
Little used Brian Hart 1850cc 


cesesess £1,600 
ceseeeeeses £1,400 
Contact : Motor Race Consultants Ltd 
40 Pall Mall, London. 
Tel.; 01-930 9546 


MARCH 712M F2 CAR 


Almost as new, seven races only. Complete rolling 
chassis with gearbox. 
Best reasonable offer accepted. 
1970 ‘J’ registered RS1600 rally car. £975 or offers. 


BMW 2500 engine and gearbox, offers. 
Eric Mather : St Helens 24323 (Lancs) 
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LOW COST RACING LTD. 


SPONSORS OF 1000cc FORMULA FOUR 


FORMULA 4 CARS IN STOCK iy 1600 _ce LOTUS HOLBAY FORMULA FORD ENGINE complete with 


or sEGRde 190055 FORD CROSSRLOW—Stande:d engine but very 


car jon Bin and J0in. with © 4275 +40—Ory sumped Sprite Mk 4 
‘ aeceliant condnion. 649 


cops, Duplex chan and) new C708, 
500 ce TRIUMPH Ful "ence ma 


TECNO TE 70—£x Mike keens/M 
Fated is, tas 
[EBT or “complete in Fa tm 


mororoute 
"509 ee 


inspection, sp 
roan 


rome car, with 


vated 


Ning chassis available, One mmscviste at 
jood ‘order throughout toy ‘ais 


£50. Oupiex T chain 
five svatts, owe EG 


irae very compet 
‘of Duniops. Tm 


egbnam 30.0, sin and tin, per inch 4 
mom, id 164 Gunloss vp ia Current Goodyes 


64/20/43 and 91/23/13, 80 se 
attce, £29. Ssruobed ei 


1680 ce down draught. dry sumped, non-crosstiow Hol 
‘aged 


Fully rebuilt by 
‘us. ‘Twin 40 OGM carbs, ‘e308 


my 
Firestone 78/22/13 ana 
Bunion & 50/13 60/13 
ferbete, ueretacy 


fone ony). How 18, 
fhew £16, neat now 


Phone Farnham 6666 (Surrey) up to 6 pm or Farnham 21442 evenings if urgent. 


Call at LOW COST RACING LTD. 


Wrecclesham Road, Farnham, Surrey 


ATLANTIC BDA — 


262 bhp st 8000 rpm. Unused since braké test and rebuild 
Richardson. Very little work. Eight races only. Four Aun balidarnbe |Abeicte Ruch caw tito aa 


wins, three seconds, one third. Just completely ately, 258, bhp. Ft cama, short trump 


rebuilt. Bargain at £1,175. New big bore exheus for either . 
ee ew gearton 
Fol eee BOB HOWLING RACING 
East Horsley (04865) 3060, 14 Trafford Street, 
‘Manchester 7 


or Dennis Falconer, Epsom 22234/5. 


Tol.: 061-834 8033 (day) Bollington 74022 (night) x35) 


TONY BRISE RACING KERR-BRIDGLAND LTD. 


FOR SALE 
Assorted tron and wt FestoneF3 chs fom stock SPORTS DRIVER EQUIPMENT 
HARPENDEN (05827) 62575 

senoun anewenina senvice 


Assorted Torinos. 
1 Merlyn side radiator kit. 
Brabham BT38—2 sets of wheels 8s and 10s. 
3 pairs of assorted springs. 

1 rebuilt F3 Holbay. 


DARTFORD 23271 


ors, 
ENGUINIES INVITED: 
om, 147/1368195 
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DON PARKER MOTORS 


MANUFACTURER OF 
DRIVON CAR TRANSPORTER TRAILERS 
EASY ONE-MAN LOADING 


REG. DESIGN 


12 models: 2-Wheel Trailers from £78. 10 cwt to 
16 cwt capacity. 4-Wheel Trailers from £153. 16 cwt 
to 2 ton capacity. 


SPARES AND TOWING BRACKETS TRADE AND RETAIL 


Works : SANGORA ROAD 
SHOWROOMS : 113 ST JOHN'S HILL, 
LONDON, SW11 1SY. Tel : 01-228 7327. 


Near Granada cinema, Clapham Junction. 
SEND 13p FOR BROCHURE. DOUBLE REFUND ON PURCHASE 


Is this badge on your bonnet? 


If so we can provide everything for your road, 
rally or race car ton wicker 
and handle better, all at prices! 
Interested? Then ring 01-736 7675. 


Churchill FB Bennitt Lia 


44, The Arches, Grimston Road, London S.W.6. 


NEW BELL STAR 


£24.95 


ex stock 
Bob Howlings Racing 
1 Trafford Street, 
off Deansgate, 
Manchester 1 
Tel. 061-834 8033 day; 
061-437 2817 evenings. 
(26063) 


" MARKET 


PLACE 


APPOLLO RACING 
WHEELS 


Aluminium for strength, lightness, 
cost and anti-corrosion qualities. 


Quad spokes 

for strength 

and efficient 
cooling 


Sotety Beads 


63" x 10” £13.95 each. Competitors discount available. 
a ors discount available. 


Chrome installation nuts £4.50/16. 


WORLD WIDE RACING SERVICES 
PO BOX 4, STAINES, MIDDX 
Tel: Colnbrook 4102 


Dunlop racing tyres a1 
A3T3 Trade and Export enquirie 


LOLA T70 Mk Illb, Streetversion 
7.61 CanAm Engine. Leather interior 
Albert Obrist & Co, 
Rémerstrasse 83 


CH-4153 Reinach 
‘Switzerland 


061/76.20.23 


Albert Obrist 
Hauptstrasse 2 
CH-4144 Arlesheim 
Switzerland 


Tel: 061/72.10.01 Tel 


RED ROSE RACING 


2, Richardson 1800 FYE engines, Chevy 


Dunlop, and Firestone tyres, sntermadia 
72.3 05» 13'S wach, FT200 uued geor ration £5 par 
Knrceipere 19 sack new solid 104i bewke discs 
fer Chevron 821 Yoel wants 8100 

‘Contact : Tony Gall 


Red Rose Racing, Low Mill, Town Lane, 
Whittle-le-Woods, Chorley, Lancs. 
Tel: Chorley 71317 


FIREPROOF SAFETY WIRING 


th PVC insulated 

wire? If mot try shorting ycur battery with @ length of PVC 

insulated wire for a few seccnds. Disturbed by the result? 

‘Then find out more about having your car wired with fireproof 

safety wire, Ignision/extinguisher circuits or complete harness 
replaced, 


Have you ever experienced a short circull 


ANDREASON Racing and Tuning Ltd 


Tel : Portsmouth 63998 or Havant 4694. a 


WANTED 


Ford Cosworth DFV, 3-litre engine ex Formula 
1 new version. Recently rebuilt, complete with 
clutch assembly, ignition, fuel injection and 
Formula 1 exhaust. Wanted urgently, so 
please contact : 
Autohaus Lehmann 6303, 
Hungen 1, 
Deutschland. 
Tel: 06402/2256. 
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BALANCING 


RAGE ENGINE PREPARATION 
Eom. pushrod. 
Crankshatt proaina 


BDA | TWIN-CAM 


spon 
"Gal: ramdowen "#1000. we 


"BATTERIES , 


WEBERS = 


CHRIS MONTAGUE CARBURETTER CO. 
364 CRICKLEWOOO LANE, LONDON, NW2 2Q 


HOWE CAMS 
EXHAUSTS WEBERS 

Woiins eomitet tr uy wae HEWLAND GEARBOXES 
aya Rt et rr MND 80 7 sree 


IWR CAMS 


FORD AND BLMC 
Send SAE for specs and price list 
TAN WALKER CONVERSIONS, 


RACING NUMBERS. 


GENUINE REUSABLE COMPETITION NUMBERS 


2ichour or norma 2 der 


ROLLOVER BARS 


RACING GEARBOX | CENTRE 


Memes ig 2 RS 
Bi a 
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hy 
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‘SAWSTON (02203) 2575 


SAFETY GLASS 
EAMURAISwindvercenn” water "sireae "set? 


SITUATIONS. WANTED. For all wheel problems contact: 


MOTOR WHEEL SERVICE AND REPAIR CO. 


EXPERIENCED RACING MECHANIC 


LATE CLASSIFIEDS, 


Code Ni 
Number 


JOHN WILLMENT LTD 
require MECHANICS, 


preferably Ford experience, but not essential 
Contact 01-649 0071 or 
189 Streatham Road, Mitcham, Surrey. 


TRAILERS 2tonto dtons 


FULLY SKILLED SHEET METAL WORKERS, 


STAN MATHEWS RACING 


Please fill your name and address in ewice. 
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PIONEER GARAGE 
Pinhoe, Exeter. 


DAVE SMITH ENGINEERING LTD. 


214a Wanstead Park Road, 
Cranbrook, IIford. 


A GUIDE TO SERVICE AGENTS 


DEVON Tel: 
Main Sports Car Dealer (0392) 67161 
ESSEX Tel: 
Specialists in the development 01-554 6194 
of Lotus twin-cams & BDA’s 1300 cc — 1800 cc 


FORGE GARAGE 
Ladbroke, Nr. Southam 
Leamington Spa 


WARWICKSHIRE Tel: 
092-681 2379 


HOMEND GARAGE 
The Homend, Ledbury 


HEREFORDSHIRE Tel: Ledbury 


2053 


FAIRFIELD GARAGE 
Dundonald Drive, 
Leigh-on-Sea, Essex. 


Tel: Southend 
75632 

(Car Sales) Tel: Southend 
710871 


RANSCOMBE SPORTS CARS 
25 Orchard Road, 
Stevenage, Herts, S.G.1 3.H.E. 


LEN STREET LTD. 
67-69 Drayton Gardens, 
Chelsea, London S.W.10 


HERTFORDSHIRE Tel: Stevenage 
51859 


LONDON Tel: 
First class service by 01-370 4114 
8 fully trained Lotus mechanics 


1AN WALKER LTD 
236 Woodhouse Road 
Finchley N.12 


LONDON 


Lotus specialists for 16 years 
Spares, Service & Conversions 


Tel: 
01-368 6281 


JOHN BRUNDLE MOTORS LTD 


Fourways Garage, 
Tottenhill, Nr. Kings Lynn. 


NORFOLK Tel: 
055-381 406 


GRIERSON & GRAHAM LTD 
Academy Street, 
Dumfries 


S.W. SCOTLAND Tel: Dumfries 


3405 


QUADRIFOGLIO MOTORS LTD 


Dorset Street, Southampton 


HAMPSHIRE 


Tel: Southampton 
29003 


P.E.A.R. Ltd. 
Riverside Ga 


ge 
London Road, St. Ives, Hunts. 


Tel: 048-06 2952 
(Stores) 62961 


HUNTINGDONSHIRE 


24 hour C.0.D. Parts Service 


GRIFF GRIFFITHS (Windsor) 
441 St. Leonards Road, 
Windsor, Berks. 


Tel: Windsor 
60291 


BERKSHIRE 


Additional services available for Lotus owners 
crankshaft, piston and con-rod balancing. 


RIVERVIEW GARAGE 
Whinfell Wa 
Gravesend, Kent 


CUBLEYS CARS SALES 
109 Eastbank St,, Southport 
and 

609 Liverpool Rd., Ainsdi 


Riverview Park Estate, 


South 


KENT Tel: Gravesend 
65026/63907 


Selection of cars in stock 
LANCASHIRE Tel: Southport 

59594 

Tel: Southport 

79080 


All models for immediate delivery. 


AUTOSPORT GUIDE 10 
DELICRTo™” 


SURREY 
WAREN PEARCE MOTORS 


CHESHIRE 
SHAWSPEED PREPARATIONS 


Barack Ya 186 Cambridge Road, 
High Stree Kingston-upon-Thames, 
Tarvin Surrey 


Tel: 549 1992 


Manifold conversions for: 2-8 & 4:2 XJ6's 
3-8 & 4-2 E types. Sun Test Tuning and Gas analysis 


Tel: 0829 40133 


General preparations of all ty 


LANCASHIRE SUSSEX 


WESTUNE LTD. K.G. SPARES 
Crown Lane, Broadway, 
Horwich, Tarring Road 
Lancs BL6 SHW orthing, Sussex 
Tel: 0204 68621 : Worthing 39895 


Alfa-Romeo Agents - Twin cam specialists 


NORTHAMPTONSHIRE SWINDON 
PARKSPEED ENGINEERING ROGER COOK 


71a Church The Coachouse, 
Burton Latimer, Basset Down, 
Northants. Swindon SN4 NOP 
Tel: 053 672 3577 Tel: Wroughton 812365 


Lotus servicing and tuning specialists 


COUNTY DURHAM & NORTHUMBERLAND GLOUCESTERSHIRE 


| & J MacDonald Ltd. Area 


Maiden Law Garage Staple Hill, Bristol 


Lanchester Tel: (Eves) Bristol 653895 Day: Blagdon 532 
Co. Durham 
Tel: Lanchester 520916 


LONDON 


CONTACT DEVELOPMENT: 
ONTACT D vetoenvs DELIORTo 


London W.8 
Tel: 01-937 1450 carhuretters 


